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INDEPENDENT LENS
Don’t Stop Believin’: Everyman’s Journey
TCA Panelists

Journey Biographies
 
NEAL SCHON (All Guitars/Backing Vocals) was born on an Air Force base near Oklahoma City and his family soon after moved to Trenton, New Jersey. Neal picked up his first instrument around the age of five and due to his parents’ musical talents, was constantly surrounded by jazz and blues. Neal practiced the oboe, keys, and, of course, guitar. While he was still young, his family moved to San Francisco, where Neal has lived for most of his life. At the age of 15, Neal was asked to join Santana and remained as a guitarist in the band for two years until he left to form Journey in 1973. In addition to his five solo albums and 14 studio albums with Journey, he’s also created albums and toured with keyboardist Jan Hammer, Sammy Hagar (HSAS and Planet Us), Bad English (along with Journey bandmates Jonathan Cain and Deen Castronovo), and Hardline (which also featured Deen Castronovo). Neal has partnered with noted guitar maker Paul Reed Smith to develop a line of signature guitars.

JONATHAN CAIN (Keyboards/Backing Vocals), keyboardist, guitarist and longtime Journey member, has had a successful career performing, writing and recording with some of the best-known bands of the 1980s, including The Babys and Bad English. He has received two prestigious BMI Most Performed Song of the Year songwriter awards for over two million or more radio plays of “Open Arms” and “Who’s Crying Now,” and has had songs recorded by Michael Bolton, Sammy Hagar, Kenny Rogers, Heart, Greg Allman, Conway Twitty, The Oak Ridge Boys, Colin Raye, Lorrie Morgan, Mariah Carey and others. He’s also produced seven of his own solo albums.

ROSS VALORY (Bass/Backing Vocals), Journey’s noted bass player, was born in San Francisco. Valory has played on all of Journey’s albums. One of the innovations that Valory utilizes is to string a four-string bass with the bottom four strings of a five-string set. This adds five-string depth to the songs, while allowing the quick fingering of a four-string neck. Prior to Journey, Ross performed in the “great lost psychedelic band” Frumious Bandersnatch. Soon after, Valory played with the legendary Steve Miller Blues Band. He then joined Neal Schon in the formation of Journey.

DEEN CASTRONOVO (Drums/Percussion/Backing Vocals), born in Westminster, California, discovered the drums at age five and played his way through a long list of highly acclaimed bands. At 13, he had learned every song on Journey’s album, Infinity. Deen cites Steve Smith, Neil Peart and Terry Bozzio as his greatest influences. Deen’s recording and touring résumé includes Bad English, Hardline, Ozzy Osbourne, Steve Vai, Wild Dogs, Paul Rodgers and many more. Castronovo’s been touring around the world and recording with Journey for more than 15 years. He’s also released an instructional video entitled “High Performance Drumming.”

ARNEL PINEDA (Lead Vocals), born in Sampaloc, Manila, in the Philippines, began singing at age five. His parents encouraged him to enter singing contests, and from a young age he was recognized for his outstanding vocal abilities. On December 5, 2007, a dream came true and Pineda was announced as the new lead singer of Journey. Arnel now resides in Quezon City in the Philippines.

*   *   *

RAMONA DIAZ (Director/Writer/Producer) is an award-wining Asian-American filmmaker best known for her compelling character-driven documentaries that combine a profound appreciation for cinematic aesthetics and potent storytelling. Ramona’s films have demonstrated her ability to gain intimate access to the people she films  — be they rock stars, first ladies, dissidents, or teachers — resulting in keenly observed moments and nuanced narratives that are unforgettable. She has received funding from major agencies such as ITVS, the Sundance Documentary Fund, MacArthur Foundation, Tribeca Institute, CAAM, and CPB. Aside from Don’t Stop Believin’: Everyman’s Journey, her credits include Spirits Rising (Student Academy Award, Directors Guild of America Award), Imelda (Excellence in Cinematography Award, 2004 Sundance Film Festival, IDA Award, Independent Lens, Film Forum) and The Learning (POV, IDA nomination). Diaz is currently in production on The Bill (working title), a hybrid documentary film about reproductive justice funded by ITVS, Sundance, and Chicken & Egg. 

Prior to pursuing a career as an independent filmmaker, Diaz was an associate producer for Cadillac Desert, a PBS documentary series about the quest for water in the American West. In 2005, Diaz broadened her repertoire to include television commercial directing and producing. Her production company, CineDiaz (www.cinediaz.com), currently has a slate of feature documentaries and feature films at various stages of production and development. Diaz is a graduate of Emerson College and holds an MA in Communication from Stanford University.

LOIS VOSSEN (Senior Series Producer, Independent Lens) is responsible for curation of the series and works with filmmakers on content, editorial, and broadcast issues. She selects the Independent Lens hosts, scripts and produces the shoot, and works with the communications team on the series marketing. In its first 10 seasons, Independent Lens received seven Emmy Awards including two Primetime Emmys, 12 Peabody Awards, four DuPont Awards, and films on the series have been nominated for seven Academy Awards. Previously, Vossen was Associate Managing Director at Sundance Institute, where she managed the Sundance Labs, and was Associate Managing Director of the Festival. She has served on the juries at SXSW, DOCNZ, Toronto International Film Festival, New Orleans Film Festival, among others.
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