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PBS INDIES SHOWCASE PREMIERES 
WITH “DON’T STOP BELIEVIN’: EVERYMAN’S JOURNEY” FROM INDEPENDENT LENS ON MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 30, 2013

 – Showcase Features Four Weeks of Acclaimed Documentaries, Including 
Michael Apted’s “56 Up,” From POV –
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	Top: Don’t Stop Believin’: Everyman’s Journey. 
Credit: Travis Shinn.
Bottom: Brooklyn Castle. Credit: Producers Distribution Agency.


ARLINGTON, VA — The first-ever PBS INDIES SHOWCASE debuts this fall with four critically acclaimed documentaries from the award-winning series POV and INDEPENDENT LENS. Scheduled over four consecutive Monday nights from September 30 through October 21, the PBS INDIES SHOWCASE spotlights the work of independent filmmakers, offering viewers year-round access to the diversity of voices and unique perspectives these films provide.

[bookmark: _GoBack]“The films we have selected for this first PBS INDIES SHOWCASE are truly extraordinary,” said Donald Thoms, Vice President of Programming, PBS. “From an inspirational music documentary to the heartbreaking challenges faced by an inner-city hospital, from the latest installment in Michael Apted’s long-running ‘Up’ film series to a Brooklyn school where the game of chess is transforming the lives of students, these documentaries have enthralled audiences and critics at film festivals around the world. Now everyone will have the opportunity to 							            experience these films on PBS.”			

The PBS INDIES SHOWCASE lineup is below (check local listings):

INDEPENDENT LENS “Don’t Stop Believin’: Everyman’s Journey” by Ramona Diaz
Don’t Stop Believin’ follows the real life rock and roll fairy tale of Filipino singer Arnel Pineda, who was plucked from YouTube to become the frontman for iconic American rock band Journey. In this Cinderella story for the ages, Arnel, having overcome a lifetime’s worth of hardships, must now navigate the immense pressures of replacing a legendary singer and leading a world-renowned band on their most extensive world tour in years.
Monday, September 30, 10:00-11:30 p.m. ET

POV “Brooklyn Castle” by Katie Dellamaggiore
Imagine a school where the cool kids are the chess team. Welcome to I.S. 318 in New York. “Brooklyn Castle” tells the stories of five members of the chess team at a below-the-poverty-line inner city junior high school that has won more national championships than any other in the country. The late Albert Einstein, a dedicated chess maven, would only rank fourth if he were on the team. The film follows the challenges these kids face in their personal lives — and on the chessboard — and is as much about the sting of their losses as it is about anticipation of their victories.
Monday, October 7, 10:00-11:30 p.m. ET

POV “56 Up” by Michael Apted
“56 Up” is the eighth film in a series of landmark documentaries that began 49 years ago when UK-based Granada Television team, inspired by the Jesuit maxim “Give me the child until he is seven and I will give you the man,” interviewed a diverse group of seven-year-old children from all over England, asking them about their lives and their dreams for the future. Michael Apted, a researcher for the original film, has returned to interview the “children” every seven years since: at ages 14, 21, 28, 35, 42, 49, and now at age 56. In this latest chapter, more life-changing decisions are revealed, more shocking announcements are made and more of the original group takes part than ever before, speaking out on a variety of subjects including love, marriage, career and class.
Monday, October 14, 10:00 p.m.-12:30 a.m. ET

INDEPENDENT LENS “The Waiting Room” by Peter Nicks  
“The Waiting Room” is an immersive documentary that interweaves several stories that unfold in surprising ways in the ER waiting room at Oakland, California’s Highland Hospital — a facility stretched to the breaking point. Telling the story of our health care system at a moment of great change through the eyes of people stuck — sometimes for up to 14 hours — in the waiting room, the film reveals a remarkably diverse population battling their way through seismic shifts in the nation’s health care system while weathering the storm of a national recession. It’s a film about one hospital, its multifaceted community, and how our common vulnerability to illness binds us together. 
Monday, October 21, 10:00-11:30 p.m. ET

About INDEPENDENT LENS
INDEPENDENT LENS is an Emmy® Award-winning weekly series airing on PBS. The acclaimed anthology series features documentaries united by the creative freedom, artistic achievement, and unflinching visions of independent filmmakers. Presented by Independent Television Service (ITVS), the series is funded by the Corporation for Public Broadcasting (CPB), a private corporation funded by the American people, with additional funding from PBS and the John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation. The senior series producer is Lois Vossen. More information at www.pbs.org/independentlens. Join INDEPENDENT LENS on Facebook at www.facebook.com/independentlens.


About POV
Produced by American Documentary, Inc. and now in its 26th season on PBS in 2013, the award-winning POV is the longest-running showcase on American television to feature the work of today’s best independent documentary filmmakers. POV has brought more than 365 acclaimed documentaries to millions nationwide. POV films have won every major film and broadcasting award, including 32 Emmys, 15 George Foster Peabody Awards, 10 Alfred I. duPont-Columbia University Awards, three Academy Awards® and the Prix Italia. In 2013, POV received a MacArthur Foundation Award for Creative and Effective Institutions. Since 1988, POV has pioneered the art of presentation and outreach using independent nonfiction media to build new communities in conversation about today’s most pressing social issues. For more information, visit www.pbs.org/pov and follow POV on Facebook and Twitter: www.facebook.com/povdocs and https://twitter.com/povdocs. 

About PBS INDIES SHOWCASE
As part of its commitment to provide viewers with year-round access to the creative work of independent filmmakers, the PBS INDIES SHOWCASE is scheduled during the weeks between the seasons of the award-winning series POV and INDEPENDENT LENS and will feature films from both. While PBS features the work of independent filmmakers throughout the year, the Showcase is designed to spotlight their work and increase audience visibility for this important genre.
 
About PBS
PBS, with its over 350 member stations, offers all Americans the opportunity to explore new ideas and new worlds through television and online content. Each month, PBS reaches nearly 120 million people through television and over 29 million people online, inviting them to experience the worlds of science, history, nature and public affairs; to hear diverse viewpoints; and to take front row seats to world-class drama and performances. PBS’ broad array of programs has been consistently honored by the industry’s most coveted award competitions. Teachers of children from pre-K through 12th grade turn to PBS for digital content and services that help bring classroom lessons to life. PBS’ premier children’s TV programming and its website, pbskids.org, are parents’ and teachers’ most trusted partners in inspiring and nurturing curiosity and love of learning in children. More information about PBS is available at www.pbs.org, one of the leading dot-org websites on the Internet, or by following PBS on Twitter, Facebook or through our apps for mobile devices. Specific program information and updates for press are available at pbs.org/pressroom or by following PBS Pressroom on Twitter.



· PBS –

CONTACT: 
Jennifer Rankin Byrne, PBS, 703-739-5487, jrbyrne@pbs.org 
Cara White, CaraMar, Inc., 843-881-1480; cara.white@mac.com
Amanda Nguyen, POV, 206-790-8697; anguyen@pov.org

For images and additional up-to-date information on this and other PBS programs, visit PBS PressRoom at pbs.org/pressroom.

– more –
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