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Through a Lens Darkly: Black Photographers and the Emergence of a People 
Premieres on
 Independent Lens
Monday, February 16, 2015 on PBS
About the Filmmaker
Thomas Allen Harris
 
(Director, Producer, Writer)
 is the founder and president of Chimpanzee Productions, a company dedicated to producing unique audiovisual experiences that illuminate the human condition and the search for identity, family, and spirituality. Chimpanzee’s innovative and award-winning pe
rformance-based documentary films —
VINTAGE - Families of Value, E Minha Cara/That’s My Face
, and 
Twelve Disciples of Nelson Mandela 
— have received critical acclaim at international film festivals such as Sundance, Berlin, Toronto, FESPACO, Outfest, Flaher
ty, and Cape Town, and have been broadcast on PBS, the Sundance Channel, ARTE, as well as CBC, Swedish Broadcasting Network, and New Zealand Television. His video and installations have been featured at prestigious museums and galleries including the Museu
m of Modern Art, the Whitney Biennial, the Corcoran Gallery, Reina Sophia, and the London Institute of the Arts. Harris has received numerous fellowships and awards including a United States Artist Fellowship, Guggenheim Fellowship, Rockefeller Fellowship,
 as well as CPB/PBS and Sundance Directors Fellowships. A graduate of Harvard College, Harris lectures widely on the use of media as a tool for social change.
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