[Type text]	[Type text] [Type text]

[image: ]
[bookmark: _GoBack]Trapped Premieres on Independent Lens 
Monday, June 20, 2016 on PBS

About the Filmmakers
[image: ::trapped-press-08.jpg]
Credit: Courtesy Dawn Porter

Dawn Porter (Producer/Director/Writer) is an award-winning filmmaker whose 2013 documentary Gideon’s Army won the Sundance Film Festival Editing Award, the Tribeca All Access Creative Promise Award, and was nominated for an Independent Spirit Award and an Emmy. The film broadcast on HBO in July 2013 and has been used to engage local communities about indigent defense, the U.S. justice system and socioeconomic influences on crime.

Porter’s other films include Spies of Mississippi, which aired on Independent Lens in 2014, and Rise: The Promise of My Brother’s Keeper, a documentary chronicling President Obama’s program to help young men and boys of color succeed. The film aired on the Discovery Channel and OWN in 2015.

Her latest film, Trapped premiered at the 2016 Sundance Film Festival where it won the Special Jury Award for Social Impact Filmmaking. During the Festival, Mashable named Porter to its list of “10 Female Directors to Watch in 2016,” along with Jodie Foster, Angelina Jolie, and Niki Caro.

Porter is a Keppler Speaker. Prior to her work as a filmmaker, she was director of standards and practices at ABC News and vice president of standards and practices at A&E. She graduated from Swarthmore College and Georgetown Law Center and practiced law at the firm of Baker & Hostetler for five years.

Marilyn Ness (Producer) is a two-time Emmy, DuPont, and Peabody Award-winning documentary producer. Most recently, Ness produced Katy Chevigny and Ross Kauffman’s feature documentary E-Team, which premiered at the 2014 Sundance Film Festival, was acquired by Netflix Originals, and earned an Emmy nomination. She also produced Johanna Hamilton’s 1971, which premiered at the 2014 Tribeca Film Festival and was broadcast on Independent Lens in 2015. She directed and produced the documentary feature Bad Blood: A Cautionary Tale, which broadcast nationally on PBS in 2011. Previously, Ness spent four years as a producer for director Ric Burns, collaborating on four award-winning PBS films, including Ansel Adams, New York: Center of the World and Andy Warhol.
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