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Filmmaker’s statement:
I have always cared deeply about Argentina’s trials and tribulations and above all about how our brutal and corrupt governments have affected the lives of people I love. Over the past 35 years, the country has suffered a succession of political and economic calamities, but the greatest of these—and still an open wound—was the organized repression that happened after the March 24, 1976, military coup. Practically everyone knows of someone who disappeared. Argentina will be haunted by this period for a long time. We still don’t know what happened in thousands upon thousands of cases. Who took them? Where were they taken? When were they killed? Where are their bodies? For the families there will always be a void. By telling their stories, we can be by their side, letting them know that they are not alone. These are our disappeared.

I have often told my American friends about what happened in Argentina during those dark days, and people are always moved by these dramatic stories. But it wasn’t until now that I have felt ready to give my own account. The recent discovery of my former girlfriend’s disappearance triggered this telling. I became the narrator, and my own personal story is intertwined with the stories of the people I knew who disappeared.

I have made a number of documentary films on social and historical issues, which has given me the necessary experience to tackle this difficult story. So I felt well prepared to embark on this journey. But it has also been very emotionally charged. Talking with people about their deep losses and going back to the places where the repression happened was very moving. Most people I interviewed had never talked publicly about what they went through, and I am very grateful for their trust. Before finishing the film, I showed it to the people who appear in the film to make sure that I had done justice to their stories. I feel a deep responsibility toward them and toward our history, but ultimately, these are only my views.

My editor and co-producer, David Carnochan, and I also wanted to give the historical context for what happened in Argentina during the 1970s. From the revolutionary dreams to the vast repression that followed, from Perón’s return to power to the junta’s deliberate elimination plan, the film touches upon issues that have previously been avoided, like the violence from the left. But the film leaves no doubt that there was no equivalency between the actions of the left and the repression by the military. The military represented the state of Argentina and was obligated to follow the law.

By including the children of the disappeared, the film shows that there is hope even after such an enormous tragedy and that my friends’ legacy will live on for a long time. There could be no better homage.

Juan Mandelbaum has been recognized as a documentary filmmaker and has also worked as teacher, curator and consultant. He is president and creative director of GEOVISION, a Massachusetts-based multicultural communications agency.

Juan’s work has been broadcast on a variety of venues, from American Playhouse to Sesame Street, and has won multiple awards, including Emmy® awards and nominations, CINE Golden Eagles, Gabriel awards, a Chris Award, and a Silver Apple Award. Juan was a producer/director at WGBH-Boston on Americas, a 10-part series on Latin America and the Caribbean for PBS and Channel 4-UK, for which he co-produced In Women’s Hands and produced Builders of Images.

Juan’s independent productions have aired on PBS and screened at many festivals and are in worldwide distribution. His films include Caetano in Bahia, Ringl and Pit, A New World of Music and the Poetry Heaven series, about the Geraldine R. Dodge Poetry Festival.

Juan studied sociology in his native Argentina and worked as a journalist, photographer and educator until he emigrated to the United States in 1977 to leave behind the military dictatorship. He holds an M.A. in communications from the Annenberg School for Communication at the University of Pennsylvania, which in 1998 honored him with the Merrill Panitt Citizenship Award, an award given every year to a distinguished alumnus. Juan is past president of International Film Seminars, organizer of the Flaherty Film Seminars.

