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INDEPENDENT LENS “Our Disappeared/Nuestros Desaparecidos”
Monday, September 21, 2009
10:00-11:30 p.m. ET on PBS

– Juan Mandelbaum’s Personal and Harrowing Investigation Into the Fate of Friends and Loved Ones Who Were Among Those Tortured, Killed and “Disappeared” by the Argentine Military –
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	Photos of the “disappeared”
Credit:  Juan Mandelbaum/ITVS


“Our Disappeared/Nuestros Desaparecidos” is the heartbreaking chronicle of director Juan Mandelbaum’s personal search for the souls of friends and loved ones, idealistic young students and activists who were caught in the brutal vise of the right-wing military and “disappeared” in his native Argentina during the 1976-1983 military dictatorship. “Our Disappeared/Nuestros Desaparecidos” airs Monday, September 21, 2009, 10:00-11:30 p.m. ET (check local listings) on PBS as a presentation of the Emmy® Award-winning PBS series INDEPENDENT LENS, hosted by Terrence Howard.

Mandelbaum’s quest was triggered by a recent and painful revelation. Through a Google search, he made the terrible discovery that Patricia Dixon, a long-lost girlfriend, was among the desaparecidos. Mandelbaum had left Argentina at the height of the repression. Almost 30 years later, he returned to Argentina to explore Dixon’s story and the stories of other friends and loved ones who had also disappeared. He learned firsthand of the horrors that befell them, indeed the almost 30,000 people who were kidnapped by agents of the military government, secretly detained without trial, brutally tortured and then killed, never to be seen again. 

Although idealistic and involved in community organizing as a youth in Argentina, Mandelbaum was not willing to join the more militant and radical groups that were recruiting many of his friends. Inspired by the Cuban revolution and the election of Chile’s Salvador Allende, the first democratically elected socialist president in the Americas, many of his fellow students at the university’s School of Philosophy and Letters were willing to support an armed struggle for a cause they believed in passionately — that former president Juan Perón, who had been exiled to Spain, would lead Argentina on a journey to socialism. It was a hope that was quickly crushed when Perón returned in 1973 and disowned the young radicals who had fought so hard for his return. Instead, right-wing death squads began to pave the way for the military regime that, after 1976, targeted thousands of leftist activists for annihilation. More than 250 of Mandelbaum’s fellow students are among the disappeared. 

In “Our Disappeared/Nuestros Desaparecidos,” Mandelbaum meets with parents, siblings and children of many of these old friends, piecing together their dramatic stories through reminiscences, home movies and old photos. The film also uses rare and extraordinary archival footage (including a 1977 appearance by former Secretary of State Henry Kissinger endorsing the military president) to bring the energy and tension of the time and place to life. It is a quietly devastating story of young lives viciously ended and the unending pain suffered by their families and their country. 
■ To learn more about the film, visit the “Our Disappeared/Nuestros Desaparecidos” interactive companion website (www.pbs.org/ourdisappeared), which features detailed information on the film, including an interview with the filmmaker and links and resources pertaining to the film’s subject matter. The site also features a Talkback section for viewers to share their ideas and opinions, preview clips of the film and more.
Underwriters: National Endowment for the Arts, Public Television Viewers, PBS and Corporation for Public Broadcasting

Presenter: ITVS
Producer/director/writer: Juan Mandelbaum
Series producer: Lois Vossen

Format: CC Stereo HD (16:9)
Online: ​pbs.org
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CONTACTS: Voleine Amilcar, ITVS, 415-356-8383, x244; voleine_amilcar@itvs.org
Mary Lugo, 770-623-8190; lugo@negia.net
Cara White, 843-881-1480; cara.white@mac.com
For images and additional up-to-date information on this and other PBS programs, visit PBS PressRoom at www.pbs.org/pressroom.
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