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About the Participants, in Alphabetical Order

Shawn Alexander is associate professor and graduate director, African and African American Studies, and Director of the Langston Hughes Center, University of Kansas.

James Alford, Jr. graduated from Dillard University and is director and assistant professor, William Paterson University.

Walter Allen is Distinguished Professor of Education, Sociology, and African American Studies at UCLA. 

James D. Anderson, a graduate of Stillman College, is the Edward William and Jane Marr Gutgsell Professor of Education at the University of Illinois. 

Martha Biondi is professor of African American Studies and History, Northwestern University, and author of The Black Revolution on Campus.

Gabriel Briggs is senior lecturer in the English Department of Vanderbilt University and author of The New Negro in the Old South.

Michael Cato graduated from Southern University.

Johnetta Cole is director of the Smithsonian Institution’s National Museum of African Art and the former president of Spelman College.

Kimberlé Crenshaw co-founded the African American Policy Forum and serves as the executive director. A professor of law at UCLA and Columbia Law School, she is a leading authority in the area of civil rights, Black feminist legal theory, and race, racism and the law. Her books include Critical Race Theory and Words that Wound: Critical Race Theory, Assaultive Speech and the First Amendment.

Edwin Edwards was governor of Louisiana from 1992-1996.

Dr. Dolores Finger Wright graduated from Bennett College and participated in the Greensboro lunch counter sit-ins. She is an associate professor of social work at Delaware State University.

Marybeth Gasman is professor of education at the Graduate School of Education at the University of Pennsylvania and author of Envisioning Black Colleges.

Edna Greene Medford is a Hampton University graduate and professor of history at Howard University.

Dr. Rickey Hill is professor and chair of the Department of political science at Jackson State University. 

Peter Holden studied at St. Augustine’s University. 

Jonathan Holloway is provost of Northwestern University and was formerly the dean of Yale College and Edmund S. Morgan Professor of African American Studies, History, and American Studies at Yale University.
 
Dalton Honore was a deputy with the Baton Rouge Sheriff’s Department during the shooting incident that left two students dead at Southern University in 1972.

David Jackson, Jr. is a professor of history and chair of the department of history, political science, public administration, geography, African-American studies, and social science education at Florida A&M, which he attended. He is the author of Booker T. Washington and the Struggle against White Supremacy: The Southern Educational Tours, 1908-1912.

Rawn James Jr. is a graduate of Yale University and Duke University School of Law and author of Root and Branch: Charles Hamilton Houston, Thurgood Marshall, and the Struggle to End Segregation.

Lonnie King is a graduate of Morehouse College and was active in the Civil Rights movement.

Bernard Lafayette was a Freedom Rider and a graduate of American Baptist Theological Seminary.

Michael Lomax is president and CEO of United Negro College Fund, a Morehouse graduate, and the former president of Dillard University.

Calvin Long was a Florida A&M student.

Major General Joseph McNeil was one of the Greensboro Four while a student at North Carolina A&T University.

Johnny Parham, Jr. is a civil rights activist who attended Atlanta University.

Ed Pratt is assistant to the chancellor of media relations at Southern University

Fred Prejean is a graduate of Southern University and President/CEO of Empire Management Inc.

Stanley Pritchett was president of Morris Brown College




Crystal Sanders is associate professor, history and African American studies, Pennsylvania State University.

Mary Schmidt Campbell is president of Spelman College.

Josephine Smith-Jones was a student at Southern University (1972)

Dorothy Smith attended Bennett College.

Johnny Taylor is president and CEO of the Thurgood Marshall College Fund.

Joseph and Vivian Tucker attended Fisk University.

Alversia Wade is a student at Spelman College.

Jessika Ward is a student at Florida A&M University.

Margaret Washington is professor of history and American studies, Cornell University.

Heather Williams is president and professor of Africana studies, University of Pennsylvania.

David Wilson is president of Morgan State University and a Tuskegee University graduate.

Raymond Wolters is author of Race and Education, 1954-2007.
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