JEAN-MICHEL COUSTEAU: OCEAN ADVENTURES
“America’s Underwater Treasures”

– Jean-Michel Cousteau and the Next Generation of the Cousteau Family

Explore the Splendors of the Deep –

Yosemite. Yellowstone. The Smoky Mountains. The Everglades. The Grand Canyon. Everyone knows these magical places that are the gems of America’s national parks. But how many are familiar with the Flower Garden Banks, Fagatelle Bay, Gray’s Reef, Thunder Bay or the Gulf of the Farallones? Little-known and seldom-visited by travelers, these are just a few of the 13 national marine sanctuaries in the United States. JEAN-MICHEL COUSTEAU: OCEAN ADVENTURES returns in September with the series finale: a two-part special investigation of these exquisitely beautiful locales in “America’s Underwater Treasures,” airing on PBS Wednesdays, September 20-27, 8:00-9:00 p.m. ET. 
Jean-Michel Cousteau, his son Fabien, his daughter Celine and his team of expert divers set out for the first time to investigate all 13 of these distinct ecosystems. While discovering what makes each of them unique, the team also explores what threatens these sites and what is being done. Traversing thousands of miles, the OCEAN ADVENTURES team goes below and above the sea off the coasts of Michigan, Texas, Florida, North Carolina, Georgia, Massachusetts, California, Oregon, Hawaii and American Samoa in a quest to introduce Americans to these vibrant but fragile marine sanctuaries.

Cousteau and field experts explore the histories, biologies and environments of this vast marine park system, from diverse aquatic life to the cautious relationship between the sanctuaries and industry. The team corrects long-held myths that sanctuaries are either places that cannot be visited or that ban all fishing. While long car lines and growing visitor restrictions are commonplace at our better-known national parks, our national marine sanctuaries are the stage for fabulous sights and sounds that few explore but still belong to all.

Chased by hurricanes, attacked by swarms of insects and chilled by plunges into frigid waters, the OCEAN ADVENTURES team finds nature and history at its most spectacular. They are witness to breathtaking sights: sea turtles laying their eggs on the shore in the middle of the Georgia night; coral spawning like fireworks among the reefs; kelp forests as thick and tall as the California redwoods; the rusting wreck of the Civil War ironclad USS Monitor, lying more than 200 feet below the Carolina coast; the recovery of lost fishing nets off the Olympic Coast; and even a flourishing natural city under the sea, coexisting with an oil rig.

In a curious and positive twist of fate, the final place noted in “America’s Underwater Treasures” is the Northwestern Hawaiian Islands, now designated as a national monument, and the location of the series’ first film, “Voyage to Kure.”
Partly at risk and partly still pristine, the national marine sanctuaries are their own proof that they must be guarded for future generations. Cousteau invites viewers to learn the intricate world of “America’s Underwater Treasures” on PBS this fall. 
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Contact: Yoon Lee, KQED, Tel.: 415/553-3338; ylee@kqed.org
■ At pbs.org/kqed/oceanadventures/, users can go on their own ocean adventures, exploring various creatures and ecosystems in an online ocean. Along the way, they’ll pick up facts and figures about sea creatures large and small; get to know the diving teams from each expedition; stream video previews; view additional underwater footage; and get to know our wet world in a whole new way.

JEAN-MICHEL COUSTEAU: OCEAN ADVENTURES. “America’s Underwater Treasures” will be available from PBS Home Video: ShopPBS.org; 877-PBS-SHOP, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.
