JEAN-MICHEL COUSTEAU: OCEAN ADVENTURES 
The PBS environmental series JEAN-MICHEL COUSTEAU: OCEAN ADVENTURES reveals the oceans’ mysteries to millions of landlocked television viewers, and has inspired a groundswell of public awareness of the unique problems faced by the world’s marine environments. While all television documentary series hope to have impact, few can claim the mantle held by season one of the Cousteau series. In “Voyage to Kure,” Jean-Michel Cousteau and his team explored the wonders of the Northwestern Hawaiian Islands and the dangers lurking due to human activity. Shortly after a screening at the White House, President George W. Bush declared the area a Marine National Monument, protecting forever the fragile ecosystem contained in an area of more than 140,000 square miles. At the announcement for the monument designation, the president stated, “He (Cousteau) has made a really important movie that I hope people will watch about the Northwestern Hawaiian Islands. I think the American people will understand better about why I made the decision I made when they see the movie.” On January 6, 2009, the president signed the declaration for three new Marine National Monuments, representing an additional 165,000 square miles.

Consistent with the Cousteau hallmarks of exploration and conservation, OCEAN ADVENTURES shares with television viewers the largely inaccessible, dangerous and spectacular locales across the globe. Through Cousteau’s observations, the series illuminates the great need for better understanding and sustainable management of the oceans’ rich natural treasures.

Previous series titles include “Voyage to Kure,” which is largely credited with the 2006 designation of the Northwest Hawaiian Island National Marine Monument; “Sharks at Risk”; “The Grey Whale Obstacle Course”; “America’s Underwater Treasures”; and “Return to the Amazon.”

