JEAN-MICHEL COUSTEAU: OCEAN ADVENTURES
“Sharks at Risk”

– Fear and Profit Drive Sharks to the Brink as Cousteau Takes Risks With Great Whites and More in the South Pacific and Africa –
Jean-Michel Cousteau uncovers the shocking story of the worldwide extermination of sharks and discovers that sharks have more to fear from humans than we do from them. The precipitous decline of sharks, long maligned as man-eaters, could affect many other species in the food chain as Cousteau’s investigation reveals. JEAN-MICHEL COUSTEAU: OCEAN ADVENTURES “Sharks at Risk” airs on PBS Wednesday, July 12, 2006, 8:00-9:00 p.m. ET. Pierce Brosnan narrates.
“Sharks have been on our planet for 400 million years, yet we are systematically wiping them out,” Cousteau said. “We kill 100 to 200 million sharks a year — about 11,000 every hour of every day — while fewer than 100 shark attacks on humans are reported annually. Over 120 species of sharks are threatened or endangered, and some have declined by nearly 80 percent.’

Fascinated by these “monsters of the sea” since he first began diving with his father, Jacques Cousteau, Jean-Michel and his team take extraordinary risks in their efforts to debunk the myths and mysteries of these apex predators. The team confronts their own fears as they dive without the protection of shark cages; in a spine-tingling once-in-a-lifetime adventure, Cousteau is shown “catching a ride” with the great white shark.

“We take you with us right into schools of sharks and nose-to-nose with the most magical of them all — the great white,” Cousteau said. “Your heart will race as mine did.  I will never be the same.”
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Contact: Yoon Lee, KQED, Tel.: 415/553-3338; ylee@kqed.org
■ At pbs.org/kqed/oceanadventures/, users can go on their own ocean adventures, exploring various creatures and ecosystems in an online ocean. Along the way, they’ll pick up facts and figures about sea creatures large and small; get to know the diving teams from each expedition; stream video previews; view additional underwater footage; and get to know our wet world in a whole new way.


JEAN-MICHEL COUSTEAU: OCEAN ADVENTURES. “Sharks at Risk” will be available from PBS Home Video: ShopPBS.org; 877-PBS-SHOP, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

