JEAN-MICHEL COUSTEAU: OCEAN ADVENTURES
“The Gray Whale Obstacle Course”

– Cousteau Tracks Whales 12,000 Miles to Solve the Mystery of Their Decline – 

Jean-Michel Cousteau embarks on a quest to unravel why North America’s majestic gray whales are disappearing by the thousands. Chasing clues from their birthplace in Baja California, Mexico, to their feeding grounds in the Artic Circle, the Cousteau team follows gray whales to observe, document and understand the variety of natural and man-made hurdles that these creatures must overcome in order to survive. The amazing expedition unlocks seldom-seen views of tragedy and triumph along a route nearly 12,000 miles long. JEAN-MICHEL COUSTEAU: OCEAN ADVENTURES “The Gray Whale Obstacle Course” airs on PBS Wednesday, July 19, 2006, 8:00-9:00 p.m. ET. Pierce Brosnan narrates.
“The gray whale, a species mostly unchanged in 600,000 years, today faces a daunting task of negotiating a true obstacle course, passing some of the world’s biggest cities along some of the most polluted coastlines,” Cousteau said. “They must thread their way through a battlefield of challenges that will decide their fate on Earth.”

The Cousteau team charts a course of discovery, meeting with scientists, researchers and American Indians as they remain hot on the trail of the 40-ton behemoths of the ocean. Their adventure unlocks spectacular images of instinct and endurance — including an unprecedented scene of killer whales coordinating a seasonal attack on a mother gray whale and her calf, and a rare view into the unique feeding behavior of gray whales once they reach the Arctic after fasting for seven months.
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Contact: Yoon Lee, KQED, Tel.: 415/553-3338; ylee@kqed.org
■ At pbs.org/kqed/oceanadventures/, users can go on their own ocean adventures, exploring various creatures and ecosystems in an online ocean. Along the way, they’ll pick up facts and figures about sea creatures large and small; get to know the diving teams from each expedition; stream video previews; view additional underwater footage; and get to know our wet world in a whole new way.


JEAN-MICHEL COUSTEAU: OCEAN ADVENTURES. “The Gray Whale Obstacle Course” will be available from PBS Home Video: ShopPBS.org; 877-PBS-SHOP, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

