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KINGDOMS OF THE SKY
“The Rockies”
Wednesday, July 11, 9:00-10:00 p.m. ET

Jeff Shapiro (Adventure Athlete) is a dedicated professional in all of his outdoor pursuits. A hang glider pilot for the past 25 years, he represented the United States at the 2009 and 2011 World Hang Gliding Championships and is one of the first people to explore mountain flying in a hang glider within the Annapurna range of Central Nepal. Jeff is also a passionate paraglider pilot and loves that he can “chose the correct tool for the day.” This year, he will be racing his paraglider across the Pyrenees during the 2018 X-Pyr, exploring the high Altai Mountains of western Mongolia and attempting to cross 1000 kilometers of the Himalaya using nothing but his feet and his wing.

Jeff has also BASE-jumped and flown wing suits from objects worldwide. Opening many new “exits” in the US, he now prefers jumping and flying solo in the backcountry, with a viewpoint that he refers to as a form of “self expression.”  

Jeff is a world-class climber who, after almost 30 years of devotion to the art, is well versed on all mediums. From rock to ice to technically difficult high altitude mixed climbing, he strives for “full value” adventure and self-exploration. Completing a new route on the steep NW face of Mt. Grosvenor in the Daxue Shan range of Western China and most recently, achieving the first ascent of the S. Face of Brammah II in the Kashmir, Himalaya are just two of many highlights. 

In 2009, Jeff, along with a few fellow pilots, founded the CloudBase Foundation, a 501C-3 organization whose mission is “to help children within the communities we fly over.” Since its inception, the CBF has contributed to the construction of a school in Ecuador, a clean water project in Ghana, a scholarship in Nepal and extensive earthquake relief in Nepal, Ecuador and Haiti, among many more philanthropic projects. 

Jeff has played key roles in films to promote conservation, alternative energy, and low impact land use in the form of exploratory adventure on widely viewed networks such as PBS and BBC.  He has been featured in Men's Journal and appears on multiple magazine covers promoting the art of free flight. Whether it’s sailing across the south Atlantic on a small sailboat or running 100 miles, to Jeff “it’s the adventure and the way it broadens perspective that’s most important.”

Forever fascinated by art and flight, Jeff is also a Master Falconer, training falcons and hawks to hunt with him and his dog for the past 18 years, and enjoys running the occasional mountain ultra marathon.
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