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Premieres on PBS Monday, September 13, 2010 at 10 p.m. ET. (Check local listings.)


Lafayette’s Visit to the United States, 1824-1825

Visit Highlights & Destinations
Lafayette: The Lost Hero is a one-hour documentary that chronicles the life and legend of Marie-Joseph Paul Yves Roch Gilbert du Motier, the Marquis de Lafayette — an intriguing, neglected, and controversial figure from both the American and French Revolutions who was the protégé of George Washington.  Lafayette left France at the age of 19 in 1777 and worked courageously for the independence of the United States through both strategic military command and skillful diplomacy.  He served in the Continental Army under George Washington, participated in the Battles of Brandywine and Yorktown, where he tactically blocked British troops led by Charles Cornwallis, and convinced the French government to increase their commitment to the American cause.  Lafayette became, literally, a household name.

In 1824, President James Monroe invited Lafayette back to the United States as the “nation’s guest.”  During the trip, Lafayette visited all of the then twenty-four states, and was celebrated around the country as a national hero, visiting past and present American leaders.  Below are details about that historic tour of the United States.  Lafayette: The Lost Hero premieres on PBS stations nationwide on Monday, September 13 at 10 p.m. ET.  (Check local listings.)

FRANCE

· July 13, 1824 — Lafayette left France on an American merchant vessel, the Cadmus.
NEW YORK

· August 15, 1824 — Lafayette arrived at Staten Island, New York.  As Lafayette arrived in New York Harbor, the sea was filled with ships, containing admiring onlookers eager to catch a glimpse of the returning hero.  When he landed at Staten Island to visit the home of Vice President Daniel D. Tompkins, the old General was surrounded by admiring crowds.
MASSACHUSETTS

· From New York, Lafayette travelled to Boston, the scene of the first stages of the Revolution.  The crowds wore “Lafayette ribbons,” white ribbons engraved by local printers, in towns where Lafayette receptions were to be held.  He dined with the Governor of Massachusetts and spoke at the State House.

· At Bunker Hill, Lafayette was asked to return to Bunker Hill at the end of his tour the following year, before parting for France, in order to lay the cornerstone for the planned Bunker Hill Monument.
· Lafayette then travelled out to Quincy, to visit his old friend, the former President John Adams, now in quiet retirement.
· In Lexington, he visited the first battlefield of the war.

NEW YORK

· Returning to New York City, the Society of the Cincinnati celebrated Lafayette’s birthday.  Gen. John Lamb read a moving ballad, which had been composed in honor of Lafayette in 1792 during the years that he was incarcerated in an Austrian dungeon.  While in New York City, Lafayette also visited the Free School of Young Africans, which was administered by the Society of the Emancipation of the Blacks. 


NEW YORK (cont’d)
· From New York City, Lafayette travelled up the Hudson River to Albany and to the military academy at West Point.
NEW JERSEY

· From New York, Lafayette went on to Philadelphia, stopping by those scenes of old battles at Trenton and Princeton on his way there, with the usual flurry of toasts and celebrations.

PENNSYLVANIA

· September 28-October 6, 1824 — Lafayette’s memorable visit to Philadelphia with his unforgettable speech at the State House, today’s Independence Hall.  In Philadelphia, Lafayette was accompanied by Secretary of State John Quincy Adams.
DELAWARE

· October 6, 1824 — Lafayette escorted to Wilmington, Delaware by the Grand Lodge of Delaware Masons.

MARYLAND

· Visiting Fort McHenry in Baltimore Harbor, where the British had been thwarted in their taking of the city, and where Francis Scott Key composed his “Star-Spangled Banner,” Lafayette was greeted by veterans of the War of 1812.
WASHINGTON, D.C.

· October 12, 1824 — The Marquis de Lafayette arrived in the District of Columbia.  Lafayette was graciously received by President Monroe at the White House.  He spent several days in the capital, visiting the university at Georgetown, the Navy Yard and Columbian College, now Gallaudet University.
VIRGINIA
· October 15, 1824 — The Marquis de Lafayette spent the entire evening at Arlington House, although he returned to his hotel in Washington at night.

· October 17, 1824 — Lafayette paid a visit to Mount Vernon to visit the tomb of his adopted father, George Washington.  From Mount Vernon, he travelled south to Williamsburg and to Yorktown, where there were to be held great celebrations. 
· October 22, 1824 — Lafayette arrives in Norfolk, Virginia and spends four days there and in Portsmouth.

· October, 1824 — Arrives in Richmond on a steamer from Norfolk.

· November 4, 1824 — Lafayette travels to Monticello where he spent several days with Thomas Jefferson, and to Montpelier to visit James Madison.
· November 8, 1824 — Lafayette attended a public banquet at the University of Virginia in nearby Charlottesville.
WASHINGTON, D.C.
· December 15, 1824 — Lafayette was feted at the first commencement ceremony of George Washington University in Washington, D.C.

SOUTH CAROLINA

· Now traveling through the Southern states, in South Carolina, Lafayette visited the tomb of Baron DeKalb, a young German officer killed at the Battle of Camden, who had accompanied him on his trip to fight in the Revolution.
GEORGIA
· March 19, 1825 — Lafayette visits Savannah, Georgia.
· In Georgia, he laid the cornerstone for a monument to Maj. Gen. Nathanael Greene, one of his former commanders and dear friend whose daughter had lived for a year with Lafayette’s family in Paris.
ALABAMA & MISSISSIPPI

· From Georgia, Lafayette went through Alabama and Mississippi.

ILLINOIS
· Later, while travelling to Kaskaskia, Illinois, Lafayette met an Indian girl whose father had fought under the command of Lafayette.
LOUISIANA & MISSOURI
· Lafayette would continue his way West, visiting New Orleans and St. Louis.

· From St. Louis, he repaired up the Ohio and Cumberland Rivers.
TENNESSEE
· He visited Gen. Andrew Jackson, now licking his wounds after his defeat, and plotting a comeback, at his home in Davidson County, Tennessee.

KENTUCKY

· Lafayette stopped by Lexington, Kentucky, where he was astounded by the new institutions of higher learning being established in this wilderness area, and Ashland, the home of Henry Clay, who remained in Washington in his new post as Secretary of State.

OHIO

· Then Lafayette was off to Ohio, where he was greeted by Gen. William Henry Harrison, a hero of the War of 1812, and later President of the United States. 
PENNSYLVANIA

· From there, he followed the Ohio River to Pittsburgh, and then up to New York.

NEW YORK
· June 4, 1825 — Lafayette gives a speech at Eagle Tavern, Lafayette Square, Buffalo.
· June 7, 1825 — Lafayette receives local Revolutionary War veterans at Silvius Hoard’s Tavern, Rochester, New York.
MASSACHUSETTS

· Lafayette travels on to Boston, travelling part of the way on the still uncompleted Erie Canal.

· June 17, 1825 — For the 50th anniversary of the Battle of Bunker Hill, laid the cornerstone for the Bunker Hill Monument.
NEW HAMPSHIRE & VERMONT

· After the dedication, Lafayette left for New York by way of New Hampshire and Vermont, where he celebrated the Fourth of July.

DELAWARE

· July 25, 1825 — Lafayette again in Wilmington.
WASHINGTON, D.C.
· Lafayette then proceeded to Washington, D.C., for final adieus and the voyage home.
VIRGINIA
· Late August 1825 — Lafayette returned to Mount Vernon.
· New President John Quincy Adams accompanied the General for a visit to Monroe at his home in Oak Hill, and to Leesburg and Loudoun County, Virginia.
FROM WASHINGTON, D.C.
· September 1825 — Lafayette returns to France on the frigate USS Brandywine.
Lafayette trip details from “REKINDLING THE SPARK OF LIBERTY: Lafayette’s Visit to the United States, 1824-1825”

 by William Jones, The American Patriot, November 23, 2007.


