THE FILMMAKERS
The film was produced by Ramona Kelly and her longtime associate, David Grosvenor (son of the film’s central character). Mat Hames, co-owner of the Austin-based production company, Alpheus Media, is the director, screenwriter and editor. Wilson Waggoner, also a co-owner of Alpheus Media, is the director of photography. Other members of the film team include associate executive producer Walter Verstraeten of Antwerp, Belgium.

An original score by internationally acclaimed composer Stephen Barber accompanies the film.

THE SIX-YEAR ODYESSY OF LAST BEST HOPE: A TRUE STORY OF ESCAPE, EVASION, AND REMEMBRANCE

“Ramona and I started working on the film about my dad in June of 2000. We thought that the story of his experiences during the war would make for an interesting documentary,” commented David Grosvenor. “After we got into our research, though, we realized that this story was much bigger than we originally thought. It’s really the story of the brave men and women in Belgium who risked everything to save downed Allied pilots like my dad.”
Through painstaking research, the producers were able to locate dozens of individuals in Belgium who helped Bill Grosvenor during his period of evasion. Much of the film was produced on location in Belgium and includes interviews with Grosvenor’s helpers in the Resistance. During a July, 2001 production in Belgium, Bill Grosvenor’s P-47 was excavated from the field where he crashed in 1943, and the filmmakers were there to capture this amazing event on camera.

The film team returned to Belgium in the spring of 2004 after they discovered additional Resistance fighters whose families had harbored Bill Grosvenor during his evasion in Brussels. In the fall of 2005, the Belgian Royal family invited the team to screen an early version of the film in Brussels during a reunion of Belgium’s famed “Comete” escape line. Members of the audience included Belgian Prince Philippe and Resistance fighters who were interviewed for the film, as well as their families.

Director/editor/screenwriter Mat Hames explains why he has devoted the past two years of his life to the completion of LAST BEST HOPE: “I want the world to know about these stories. I particularly want young people of Generations X and Y (and younger) to become personally connected to this history in a way they don’t with typical WWII documentaries. This story is very much about moral courage shown by people in their late teens, 20s, and 30s.”
“Thanks to several foundations and hundreds of donors who shared our passion and determination, we were eventually able to raise about $400,000 to produce the film,” said Kelly. “LAST BEST HOPE has friends around the world who are thrilled that we are finally able to share this obscure but very important story with people everywhere.”
KLRU, the PBS affiliate in Austin, Texas, serves as the film’s presenting station.
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