LAST BEST HOPE: A TRUE STORY OF ESCAPE, EVASION AND REMEMBRANCE
– Selfless Efforts of Belgian Resistance to Protect and Repatriate American Bill Grosvenor in WWII –
Sixty-one years after the end of WWII, a gripping, poignant and little-known war story emerges in a new documentary film, LAST BEST HOPE: A TRUE STORY OF ESCAPE, EVASION, AND REMEMBRANCE. The program, airing on PBS Monday, October 30, 2006, 10:00-11:30 p.m. ET (check local listings), brings to light the selfless efforts of the Belgian Resistance to repatriate Allied airmen who went down within the borders of occupied Belgium and Holland during the Second World War.

LAST BEST HOPE examines the transcendent power of the human spirit, evidenced by ordinary Belgian citizens disenfranchised by Hitler’s brutal fascist regime, who come together in extraordinary ways to aid one downed American airman. 

At the heart of the story is 85-year-old American Bill Grosvenor, a P-47 Thunderbolt pilot who fell from the skies over Belgium and into the hands of the Resistance in 1943. In the summer of 2001, Grosvenor was reunited in Belgium with his helpers, who fought against tyranny and oppression in their homes, in their neighborhoods and in the streets of Brussels. Resistance fighters share for the first time their daring and heartrending stories, allowing LAST BEST HOPE to explore the motivations — ethical, spiritual and ideological — that propel one stranger to help another, despite the risk to his or her own life and everything he or she holds dear. As unexpectedly as the Gestapo snared Grosvenor in an early morning safe-house raid, LAST BEST HOPE transports the viewer to another place and time with a universal message about faith, hope and the strength of the human will. 
“It’s a story that had to be told,” said independent executive producer Ramona Kelly, “and we’re just grateful that we were the ones chosen to tell it.” 

“LAST BEST HOPE is a powerful portrait of the heroism and personal sacrifice of those who fought against Nazi Germany,” said Sandra Heberer, senior director of Primetime Programming at PBS. “We are confident that Bill Grosvenor’s story — his plane crash behind enemy lines, his time with the underground and his capture by the Germans — will yield a compelling documentary of lasting value.”
The Worldfest International Film Festival in Houston recently awarded the film a gold award in the documentary category, and the film was designated an Official Selection by the 2006 Jackson Hole Film Festival, the Dallas Video Festival and the Calgary International Film Festival.

Underwriters: Dodge Jones Foundation, Still Water Foundation, Barber Foundation, Dian Graves Owen Foundation, Humanities Texas, National Endowment for the Humanities, The Kingdom of Belgium, University of Texas at Austin Center for American History and others (complete list available from PBS). Producer: Rendez-Vous Film LLC. Presenter: KLRU Austin. Executive producers: Ramona Kelly and David Grosvnor. Producers: Ramona Kelly, David Grosvenor, Walter Verstraeten, Mat Hames, Beth Hames and Wilson Waggoner. Director/editor: Mat Hames. Writers: Mat Hames, Ramona Kelly, David Grosvenor and Echo Uribe. Director of photography: Wilson Waggoner. Composer: Stephen Barber. Associate executive producer: Walter Verstraeten. Format: CC Stereo. Online: pbs.org
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