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LIDIA CELEBRATES AMERICA “Holiday for Heroes”
Friday, December 16, 2016 at 10:00 p.m. ET on PBS (Check Local Listings)

Internationally Acclaimed Chef Lidia Bastianich Celebrates the Men and 
Women of America’s Military Forces in Holiday TV Special


[image: ]NEW YORK (October 18, 2016) – For most, the holiday season is a time of celebration, spending time with family and friends, observing age-old traditions and enjoying favorite foods. For members of the military, the holidays can be particularly emotional, especially when they are stationed thousands of miles away from home or are overcoming injuries from their service.

In LIDIA CELEBRATES AMERICA “Holiday for Heroes,” an uplifting new television special co-produced with public media powerhouse WGBH, internationally acclaimed chef and food ambassador Lidia Bastianich pays homage to the men and women of our military and the truly life-saving sacrifices they make daily for our freedom. Credit: Meredith Nierman/WGBH

 



LIDIA CELEBRATES AMERICA “Holiday for Heroes” premieres on Friday, December 16, 2016 at 10:00 p.m. ET on PBS (check local listings.)

Throughout the special, Lidia meets with five featured veterans who reflect on the challenges and sacrifices of their service, discuss their longing to be reunited with family during holidays and express the pride they take in having defended our country. Together, these veterans create a distinct image of the diversity of the United States military:

--Bryan Anderson (Los Angeles, CA) served two tours of duty in Iraq before he lost both legs and his left hand to an IED. 

--Yonas Hagos (Yorkville, IL) is a retired army staff sergeant who came to the USA from a refugee camp in Sudan at 10 years old; he is also a Purple Heart recipient. 

--Marlene Rodriquez (San Antonio, TX) served three tours in Iraq before sustaining injuries that forced her to retire; she is one of only 500 women to be awarded the Purple Heart. 

--Willie Sherrer (Methuen, MA) struggled with alcoholism and homelessness before being accepted to Culinary Command, an elite program that trains vets in new careers as cooks; today he owns a barbeque enterprise in New England.  

--August Dannehl (Los Angeles, CA) joined the Navy after September 11th; after being honorably discharged in 2010, he attended the Jon Stewart Veteran Immersion Program, which offers veterans job training in television and film.

As a life-long believer that food is the tie that binds us together, Lidia uses her unique gift to bridge cultures, uncovering what foods mean ‘home’ to these veterans, from Marlene’s mother’s lasagna to Willie’s father’s brisket. As Lidia prepares these dishes with the veterans, she taps into their love for home and country.

LIDIA CELEBRATES AMERICA “Holiday for Heroes” culminates with a celebratory holiday dinner at Naval Station Norfolk, the world’s largest naval base, where Lidia cooks for 250 active duty Navy troops aboard the USS George Washington. Joining Lidia on deck is her good friend Bob Woodruff – the acclaimed ABC news anchor injured by an IED in Iraq. Bob and Lidia sit down with the active service men and women, as well as the featured veterans, breaking bread and reflecting on good times, hard times and the pride and love in between.

“As I travel the country meeting veterans from all the military branches, I hear mind blowing stories, experience some tears, but also feel real hope and promise,” says Bastianich. “Our veterans and active duty soldiers deserve our utmost respect and appreciation all year long, but especially during the holidays when life can be more challenging for them. I was happy, and honored, to share a holiday meal with them, and we are happy to share LIDIA CELEBRATES AMERICA “Holiday for Heroes” with you this holiday season.”

About Lidia Bastianich:
Lidia Bastianich is an Emmy award-winning public television host, a best‐selling cookbook author, restaurateur, and owner of a flourishing food and entertainment business. Her longtime series on public television include the current Lidia’s Kitchen, in addition to Lidia’s Italy, Lidia Celebrates America, Lidia’s Family Table and more. She is the chef and owner/co-owner of four acclaimed New York City restaurants – Felidia, Becco, Esca and Del Posto, as well as Lidia’s Pittsburgh and Lidia’s Kansas City. She is also founder and president of Tavola Productions, an entertainment company that produces high quality broadcast productions. Lidia also has a line of pastas and all natural sauces called LIDIA’S. Along with her son, Joe Bastianich, Mario Batali and Oscar Farinetti, the team opened Eataly, the largest artisanal Italian food and wine marketplace in New York City, Chicago and Sao Paolo, Brazil. Lidia has authored, or co‐authored with her daughter Tanya Bastianich Manuali, ten cookbooks including the new, Lidia’s Mastering the Art of Italian Cuisine.

About WGBH: 
WGBH Boston is America’s preeminent public broadcaster and the largest producer of PBS content for TV and the Web, including Frontline, NOVA, American Experience, Masterpiece and Antiques Roadshow, as well as lifestyle and children’s series. WGBH also is a major supplier of programming for public radio, and a leader in educational multimedia for the classroom, supplying content to PBS LearningMedia. WGBH is a pioneer in technologies and services that make media accessible to those with hearing or visual impairments. More info at www.wgbh.org/.

For images and additional up-to-date information on this and other PBS programs, visit PBS Press Room at pbs.org/pressroom.

PRODUCTION CREDITS:
Underwriter: Corporation for Public Broadcasting
Producers: WGBH Boston and Tavola Productions 
Executive producers: Lidia Bastianich and Laurie Donnelly

LIDIA CELEBRATES AMERICA “Holiday for Heroes” is a production of WGBH Boston and Tavola Productions. Lidia Bastianich is host. Executive Producers are Lidia Bastianich and Laurie Donnelly. 

Funding for LIDIA CELEBRATES AMERICA “Holiday for Heroes” is provided by The Corporation for Public Broadcasting.

Founded by Lidia Bastianich, Tavola Productions, an entertainment company that produces broadcast productions of quality, including Lidia’s Kitchen, Lidia’s Family Table, Lidia’s Italy and Lidia’s Italy in America.
 
Program Description
Lidia Celebrates America is a lively exploration of the rich diversity of cultures across the United States, and the vibrant ethnic and religious customs and traditions observed by various groups--in which food is a common denominator that connects all human beings. Previous series focused on the different ways Americans celebrate weddings, holiday traditions, independence, and life’s milestones. For more program information, visit pbs.org/lidiacelebratesamerica. To view recipes featured in the series, go to PBS Food: pbs.org/food.  Lidia Celebrates America series DVDs, Best of Lidia: Pastas DVD, Mastering the Art of Italian Cuisine cookbook and more are available at shoppbs.org. Every purchase supports PBS.

The Featured Veterans:
-Triple amputee Bryan Anderson (Los Angeles) enlisted in the Army in April 2001 and shipped out on September 11, 2001. He served two tours of duty in Iraq, stationed in the Baghdad area. In October 2005 an IED was set off by the Humvee Bryan was driving, resulting in the loss of both of Bryan’s legs and his left hand. After 13 months of rehabilitation at Walter Reed Army Hospital, Bryan has returned to skateboarding, surfing and rock climbing, and gives motivational speeches for veteran organizations across the country. 

-Yonas Hagos (Yorkville, Illinois) came to the United States at 10 from a refugee camp in Sudan. After 9/11, Yonas joined the Army, because he “wanted to pay back America for what it had given [him]”. Before he could complete his first tour of duty, Yonas was seriously injured by a rocket- propelled grenade. Pronounced dead on the scene, Yonas was revived at a field hospital, going on to receive a Purple Heart. Now fully recovered, he has become a successful entrepreneur, husband and father.

[bookmark: _GoBack]-Purple Heart recipient Marlene Rodriquez (San Antonio) is one of only 500 women who have been awarded the Purple Heart. On her third tour to Iraq, she was hit by an IED, sustaining injuries that forced her to retire from the Army in 2009. This wasn’t the first time she was attacked, having survived another IED blast and a fire fight on her second tour. Despite her very apparent war wounds – PTSD, seizures, and severe back pain – she still says, “I miss it so much...the structure, the discipline, the leadership. The honor.” 

-Willie Sherrer’s (Methuen, Massachusetts) journey has not been easy. After a deep personal tragedy, Willie fell into alcoholism, poverty and homelessness. With the help of his wife, Betty, and the local VA Hospital, he worked hard to recover. It wasn’t long before he was accepted to Culinary Command, an elite program that trains vets in new career as cooks. Now, Willie & Betty sling their brisket seven days a week at their barbeque stand – with time for Willie to belt out the blues at the local VFW.

-August Dannehl (Los Angeles, California) joined the Navy after September 11th. After being honorably discharged in 2010, he pursued filmmaking with “The War at Home,” a film about an Iraq veteran who witnesses the death of a childhood friend. August attended the Jon Stewart Veteran Immersion Program, which offers veterans job training in television and film. Outside of his love for the big screen, August has a passion for cooking, and works to create feasts that celebrate other vets. 


Also making appearances: 

-After graduating top of his Marine Military Police class, Mike Dowling (Los Angeles) met an animal that would change his life: a bomb-sniffing dog known as Sargent Rex. He and Rex served in Operation Iraqi Freedom in 2004, an experience about which Mike has written a memoir: Sergeant Rex: The Unbreakable Bond Between a Marine and His Military Working Dog. These days, Mike works closely with many veteran organizations, including the VFW and American Legion. 

-Edith Casas (Hollywood) served in the Navy for close to 10 years as an Aviation Boatswain First Class. During her tours she was stationed on the USS Nassau, an aircraft carrier traveling throughout Europe and the Middle East. Onboard the Nassau, Edith was responsible for the launching and recovery of naval aircraft. Edith is currently attending California State University, studying communications. 

# # #

CONTACTS:
Eileen Campion / Eddie Ward
Roslan & Campion Public Relations
(212) 966-4600
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