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 A FOCUS ON MOLTEN MOUNTAINS AND THE LIVING THINGS AROUND THEM: LIFE ON FIRE COMES TO PBS’
“EXPLORATION WEDNESDAYS” JANUARY 2 

– Jeremy Irons Narrates Six-Part Series That Tells Stories of Survival Near Earth’s Volcanoes –
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	The lava lake in the crater of the Nyiragongo volcano, DCR (Democratic Republic of Congo).
Credit: François de Riberolles/ Saint Thomas Productions


Arlington, va; December 10, 2012 – PBS adds the volcano-centric series LIFE ON FIRE to “Exploration Wednesdays,” its smart and popular science- and nature-based programming block on Wednesday evenings. Narrated by actor Jeremy Irons, LIFE ON FIRE paints a detailed picture of the struggles and amazing adaptations required to survive around volcanoes — some of the most spectacular and powerful forces on our planet. The six-part series airs following the NATURE and NOVA series, Wednesdays, January 2-February 6, 2013, 10:00-11:00 p.m. ET on PBS. 
The season’s six episodes include spectacular scenery that provides the backdrop for the extraordinary animals and plants that have learned to juggle their existence with their fiery surroundings. Fragile and engaging, these creatures teach survival lessons in parts of the world that are as fascinating as they are dangerous.
Producer Bertrand Loyer says the making of LIFE ON FIRE was not only physically dangerous, but also technically bracing.  Filming in and near a series of the globe’s most active volcanoes presented the production crew with significant challenges. To capture these impressive natural wonders, Loyer and his team adapted a super-powered filming application (developed by the CIA to see earth-bounded details as small as a license plate from outer space) to maintain safe distances from erupting volcanoes, while also homing in on specific details of the eruption in action. Loyer says the crew encountered eruptions from much closer distances too, dodging spewed rocks the size of trucks in an effort to film birds and animals. When asked why life around volcanoes makes for good dramatic television, Loyer says the science behind eruption prediction has advanced to such a degree that the arc of an eruption can be captured beginning to end. 
LIFE ON FIRE includes:
“Icelandic Volcanoes”

Wednesday, January 2, 2013, 10:00-11:00 p.m. ET

The eruption of the Eyjafjallajökull volcano in Iceland provoked vast economic chaos by paralyzing one of the world’s major air traffic networks for several days. This eruption, however, was mild. Much more powerful volcanoes are now ready to wake up in Iceland. Through spectacular aerial footage of this country, which is an accumulation of lava and ash, a maze of craters and faults, the episode tries to discern which volcano could awaken next and what the consequences of a major eruption are likely to be. Europe has come to realize that a colossal power sleeps beneath Iceland, but Icelanders for centuries have learned to live amongst their volcanoes. 

“Icelandic Volcanoes” follows “Doomsday Volcanoes,” a new NOVA episode airing Wednesday, January 2, at 9:00 p.m. ET that also examines volcanoes of Iceland and reveals the country’s molten mountains as ticking time bombs which, when they blow, could have global consequences. It tells the story of Katla, which is ten times bigger than Eyjafjallajökull and has begun to swell and grumble, and volcanic giants Hekla and Laki that could erupt without warning. This NOVA program introduces scientists trying to understand the consequences for air travel, global food supply, and the Earth’s climate. Could Earth be plunged into years of cold and famine? The PBS YouTube channel includes an embeddable preview of LIFE ON FIRE’s “Icelandic Volcanoes” and NOVA’s “Doomsday Volcanoes”. 
“Volcano Doctors”

Wednesday, January 9, 2013, 10:00-11:00 p.m. ET

The Philippines, Papua New Guinea, Chile, and Iceland, are each home to active volcanoes that are a threat to the populations settled at their feet. Every day, lava, ash, gas, bombs and avalanches are likely to slide down the gaping mouths of the rock giants. To avoid disasters, volcanologists are asked to be prophets who can anticipate and warn, and who can also analyze the volcanoes’ slightest tremors. Around the world, these volcano doctors use their tools and knowledge to try to protect those who live beneath the Earth’s fire.

“The Surprise Salmon”

Wednesday, January 16, 2013, 10:00-11:00 p.m. ET

In Alaska, the fresh water that feeds the rivers is snowmelt from North America’s highest mountains and most active volcanoes. Time and again, they erupt and poison the rivers. Scientists have only just begun to piece together what might have happened nearly 2,000 years ago, when one race of salmon faced the death of their natal river and were forced back to the open ocean on an exceptional adventure. Navigating between the sulphurous waters, bears, sharks and eagles, the fish escaped the Earth’s wrath to give birth to descendants that continue their pioneering journey to the heart of an active volcano.

“Phoenix Temple”

Wednesday, January 23, 2013, 10:00-11:00 p.m. ET

Around the Masaya Volcano in Nicaragua, life has struggled for thousands of years to re-emerge from the ashes. Underground, vampire and other bat species have colonized the miles of tunnels created by hot flowing magma. In the crater, once filled by a giant lava lake, parakeets and vultures have made their nests on cliffs exposed to toxic gases. On the flanks of this still active mountain, the vegetation has been burnt away by lava flows leaving long barren stretches that are recolonized over hundreds of years, beginning with the lowly lichen and ending in flourishing forest. At the foot of the volcano, fields, pastures and towns have now grown over the oldest lava flows.

“Ash Runners”

Wednesday, January 30, 2013, 10:00-11:00 p.m. ET

On the volcanic island of New-Britain off the coast of Papua New Guinea, a handful of animals both airborne and earth-bound have learned to live with the Earth’s moods. When ash from a volcanic eruption invades these creatures’ habitats, their choice is simple: leave, or stay and adapt. In truth, it’s not that easy, as volcanoes and their actions are unpredictable, and each creature—from the majestic Priamus butterfly to the flying fox—responds in its own way.
“Pioneers of the Deep”

Wednesday, February 6, 2013, 10:00-11:00 p.m. ET

In the vast emptiness of the Pacific Ocean, tectonic movements construct or destroy islands. In the Tongan archipelago, two little-known animals have learned to cope with these ephemeral lands raised from the ocean depths: the sooty tern, a seabird that never dares wet its wings for fear of drowning, and the Alvin shrimp, a blind crustacean that manages to find its way around the abyss. When an underwater volcano becomes an island, the fates of these two extraordinary paradoxes are linked.

LIFE ON FIRE is part of the PBS Winter/Spring 2013 season, which is anchored by the return of MASTERPIECE “Downton Abbey, Season 3,” the high-profile miniseries THE ABOLITIONISTS: AMERICAN EXPERIENCE and MAKERS: WOMEN WHO MAKE AMERICA, as well as Ken Burns’s THE CENTRAL PARK FIVE and the two-part CONSTITUTION USA with Peter Sagal. The season marks the return of distinctive drama on Sundays; the best of antiques and collectibles on Monday nights alongside independent films such as INDEPENDENT LENS’ profile of Chinese artist and activist Ai Weiwei and the AMERICAN MASTERS biography of Mel Brooks; history and public affairs programs on Tuesdays; “Exploration Wednesday” science and nature programs; and PBS’ ongoing commitment to arts programming on Fridays including a star-studded new series on Shakespeare’s greatest works.

About PBS
PBS, with its nearly 360 member stations, offers all Americans the opportunity to explore new ideas and new worlds through television and online content. Each month, PBS reaches nearly 123 million people through television and more than 21 million people online, inviting them to experience the worlds of science, history, nature and public affairs; to hear diverse viewpoints; and to take front row seats to world-class drama and performances. PBS’ broad array of programs has been consistently honored by the industry’s most coveted award competitions. Teachers of children from pre-K through 12th grade turn to PBS for digital content and services that help bring classroom lessons to life. PBS’ premier children’s TV programming and its website, pbskids.org, are parents’ and teachers’ most trusted partners in inspiring and nurturing curiosity and love of learning in children. More information about PBS is available at www.pbs.org, one of the leading dot-org websites on the Internet, or by following PBS on Twitter, Facebook or through our apps for mobile devices.  Specific program information and updates for press are available at pbs.org/pressroom or by following PBS Pressroom on Twitter.
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MEDIA CONTACTS:

John Michael Kennedy and Jennifer Brod, Goodman Media International, fire@goodmanmedia.com  or 212-576-2700.
Carrie Johnson, PBS; cjohnson@pbs.org or 703-739-5129
For images and additional up-to-date information on this and other PBS programs, visit PBS PressRoom at pbs.org/pressroom.
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