LIVE FROM LINCOLN CENTER
“Audra McDonald & Friends: Build a Bridge”
– Renowned Broadway Songstress Performs Selections by American Singer-Songwriters –
LIVE FROM LINCOLN CENTER presents “Audra McDonald & Friends: Build a Bridge,” part of Lincoln Center’s American Songbook series, airing on PBS Thursday, October 12, 2006, 8:00-9:30 p.m. ET. McDonald, renowned for her virtuosity in classical and Broadway song, is joined on the Allen Room stage by Nellie McKay and Patti LuPone in a dynamic exploration of songs by contemporary American singer-songwriters. The program features works from her new album Build a Bridge by such talents as Neil Young, Elvis Costello, Nellie McKay, Rufus Wainright and Adam Guettel, as well as standards from the American songbook. McDonald’s unique concert draws connections between the likes of Harold Arlen and Rodgers and Hammerstein with today’s most accomplished songsmiths. Ted Sperling, McDonald’s longtime music director, leads the instrumental ensemble.

A Juilliard-trained soprano, Audra McDonald has received critical and popular acclaim for her vocal acumen as well as for acting, garnering four Tony Awards since her Broadway debut in 1995. She is a popular concert performer, appearing regularly on many of the great stages of the world, including those in London, Berlin and Paris. McDonald has made many appearances in Lincoln Center’s American Songbook series, most recently in Stephen Sondheim’s Passion, which won an Emmy Award for LIVE FROM LINCOLN CENTER in 2005.
LIVE FROM LINCOLN CENTER, hosted by Beverly Sills, is currently in its 31st broadcast season. The series has received 12 Emmy Awards, including the 2005 award for Outstanding Special Class Program in the Creative Arts category for Passion. Two broadcasts from the recent season, “Jazz at Lincoln Center — Higher Ground Hurricane Relief Benefit Concert” and “A Lincoln Center Special: 30 Years of LIVE FROM LINCOLN CENTER,” were nominated in the same category. LIVE FROM LINCOLN CENTER has made the world’s greatest artists accessible to home viewers in virtually every corner of the United States and remains the only series of live telecast performances on American television today. 

Underwriters: MetLife, Thomas H. Lee and Ann Tenenbaum, Robert Wood Johnson Jr. Charitable Trust, Fan Fox and Leslie R. Samuels Foundation, Inc., Irene Diamond Fund, Robert and Renée Belfer Family Foundation and National Endowment for the Arts. Producer: Lincoln Center for the Performing Arts, Inc. Executive producer: John Goberman. Director: Kirk Browning. Format: Stereo. Online: pbs.org
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