LIVE FROM LINCOLN CENTER
“Mostly Mozart Festival 2006” (w.t.)
– Music Director Louis Langrée Conducts a “Coronation” Concert 

Featuring Garrick Ohlsson, Hei-Kyung Hong, Sarah Connolly, Matthew Polenzani and John Relyea –
LIVE FROM LINCOLN CENTER presents the gala opening night program of the 2006 Mostly Mozart Festival. “Mostly Mozart Festival 2006” (w.t.) airs on PBS Wednesday, August 2, 2006, 8:00-9:30 p.m. ET. Music director Louis Langrée conducts a “Coronation” concert to celebrate the launch of the 40th anniversary Mostly Mozart Festival — America’s first indoor summer music festival — which runs through August 26 at Lincoln Center. Maestro Langrée conducts the Mostly Mozart Festival Orchestra in two Mozart works subtitled “Coronation”: the Piano Concerto No. 26 with guest soloist Garrick Ohlsson; and the Mass in C major, with soprano Hei-Kyung Hong, mezzo-soprano Sarah Connolly, tenor Matthew Polenzani, bass John Relyea, and the Concert Chorale of New York. 
Though both Mozart’s Mass of 1779 and Piano Concerto of 1788 are today designated “Coronation,” neither, oddly enough, was written for a coronation. The mass — one of the composer’s most enduring works — was written for an Easter service during Mozart’s tenure as the archbishop’s court organist in Salzburg. His penultimate piano concerto was one of the last works he wrote for himself as a performer; it became one of the most popular Mozart pieces among the Romantic composers of the 19th century. Both acquired the “Coronation” designation after Mozart’s lifetime, most likely because they were thought to have been performed during the 1791 coronation festivities for Leopold II in Prague.     

LIVE FROM LINCOLN CENTER, hosted by Beverly Sills, is currently in its 30th broadcast season. The series has received 12 Emmy Awards, including the 2005 Award for Outstanding Special Class Program in the Creative Arts category for “Stephen Sondheim’s Passion.” The series has made the world’s greatest artists on Lincoln Center’s renowned stages accessible to home viewers in virtually every corner of the United States. It remains the only series of live telecast performances on American television today.  

Underwriters: MetLife, Thomas H. Lee and Ann Tenenbaum, Robert Wood Johnson Jr. Charitable Trust, Fan Fox and Leslie R. Samuels Foundation, Inc., Irene Diamond Fund, Robert and Renée Belfer Family Foundation and National Endowment for the Arts. Producer: Lincoln Center for the Performing Arts, Inc. Executive producer: John Goberman. Director: Kirk Browning. Format: Stereo. Online: pbs.org
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