LIVE FROM LINCOLN CENTER
“Mozart Dances”

Thursday, August 16, 2007
8:00-10:00 p.m. ET
– Mark Morris Dance Group Performs Triptych Set to Three Piano Works by Mozart; Sam Waterston Hosts –

The Mark Morris Dance Group performs Morris’ lush and evocative “Mozart Dances” on LIVE FROM LINCOLN CENTER, broadcast from the New York State Theater. The program airs Thursday, August 16, 2007, 8:00-10:00 p.m. ET on PBS. Commissioned by Lincoln Center last year for the 40th anniversary Mostly Mozart Festival, “Mozart Dances” premiered to three sold-out houses and wide critical acclaim. Returning to the festival for four encore performances this year, August 15-18, 2007, the work is set to three Mozart piano works performed by soloists Emanuel Ax and Yoko Nozaki with the Mostly Mozart Festival Orchestra and music director Louis Langrée. Sam Waterston hosts.

Waterston replaces the late Beverly Sills, who died on July 2. An intermission segment on August 16 will pay tribute to Sills, the longtime host of LIVE FROM LINCOLN CENTER who, as a soprano with New York City Opera, appeared in several of the program’s early broadcasts during the late 1970s.
“Mozart Dances” is divided into a triptych, with each of the three dances — named “Eleven,” “Double” and “Twenty-Seven” after the accompanying Mozart works — containing motifs that echo throughout the evening-length work. The first is set to Mozart’s Piano Concerto No. 11 in F Major, K.413, and is primarily for the company’s women dancers; the second, primarily for the men, is set to the Piano Sonata in D Major for two pianos, K.448; the final calls for the full company and is set to the Piano Concerto No. 27 in B-flat Major, K.595.          

The premiere of “Mozart Dances” earned praise from The New York Times, which proclaimed it a “masterpiece, a triumph for the Mostly Mozart Festival … and one of Morris’s grandest achievements.” The Village Voice said, “Morris lends us his ears, shows us what he hears — the tender camaraderie in the music; the way melodies and phrases are exchanged; the instrumentalists sharing sweet secrets, asking questions, answering them. That sense of sharing infuses both the structures and the ambience of the choreography.”

“Mozart Dances” was commissioned by Lincoln Center for the Performing Arts (New York), New Crowned Hope (Vienna) and the Barbican Centre (London). Scenic designer is Howard Hodgkin; costume designer is Martin Pakledinaz; lighting designer is James F. Ingalls.
Widely known for his portrayal of District Attorney Jack McCoy on NBC’s long-running “Law & Order” series, Sam Waterston is a six-time Emmy Award nominee who won the award for hosting the 10-part NBC series “Lost Civilizations.” Waterston also earned an Oscar nomination for Best Actor for his performance in The Killing Fields. Waterston’s stage work includes Broadway and off-Broadway productions as well as many plays with the New York Shakespeare Festival, such as As You Like It, Cymbeline, Measure for Measure and Hamlet. He earned a Tony Award nomination for his role as Abe Lincoln in Abe Lincoln in Illinois at the Lincoln Center Theater. Waterston also appeared as Henry Carr in Tom Stoppard’s Travesties at the Longwharf Theater in New Haven, Connecticut, and starred in the world premiere of David Rabe’s The Black Monk at Yale Repertory Theatre.
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