New York Philharmonic

Founded in 1842, the New York Philharmonic is the oldest symphony orchestra in the United States and one of the oldest in the world. Lorin Maazel became Music Director in September 2002, succeeding Kurt Masur, who was Music Director from 1991 until the summer of 2002. Other recent Music Directors include Zubin Mehta, Pierre Boulez and Leonard Bernstein. Since its inception, the Philharmonic has played a leading role in American musical life, reaching out to audiences with touring that began in 1882; recordings beginning in 1917; and radio broadcasts since 1922, now represented by The New York Philharmonic This Week, syndicated nationally 52 weeks a year, and available on the Orchestra’s Website, nyphil.org. The Internet has further expanded the Philharmonic’s audiences: the Philharmonic recently became the first major American orchestra to offer downloadable concerts. The concerts, recorded live, are being released on the DG Concerts label, exclusively on iTunes. Since its inception, the Orchestra has championed the new music of its time, giving the first performance of many important works, from Dvořák’s Symphony No. 9, “From the New World” (1893) to John Adams’s Pulitzer Prize-winning On the Transmigration of Souls (2002), the CD of which received three Grammy Awards. Starting in 2006, selected commissioned works, recorded live, are being released as CDs on New World Records.


