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LIVE FROM LINCOLN CENTER “New York Philharmonic Opening Night Gala Concert”
Wednesday, September 16, 2009
8:00-10:00 p.m. ET on PBS

– Alan Gilbert Launches His Inaugural Season as Music Director; Renee Fleming Performs, Alec Baldwin Hosts –
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Credit:  Courtesy of New York Philharmonic


LIVE FROM LINCOLN CENTER’s telecast of the New York Philharmonic’s 2009-10 season opening night gala, live from Avery Fisher Hall, which launches the Philharmonic’s 168th season and Alan Gilbert’s first as the orchestra’s music director. The program, hosted by Alec Baldwin, will open with an overture written especially for the occasion by composer-in-residence Magnus Lindberg. The concert also features Berlioz’ Symphonie fantastique and renowned soprano Renée Fleming singing Messiaen’s Poèmes pour mi. Baldwin hosts the opening night as part of his ongoing role as the host of “The New York Philharmonic This Week,” the orchestra’s 52-week-per-year nationally broadcast radio series, in the 2009-10 season. 
LIVE FROM LINCOLN CENTER “New York Philharmonic Opening Night Gala Concert” airs Wednesday, September 16, 2009, 8:00-10:00 p.m. ET on PBS.

American soprano Renée Fleming will appear this season in Tchaikovsky’s Eugene Onegin at the Met; Verdi’s La Traviata (to be taped for DVD) with the Los Angeles Opera; R. Strauss’ Arabella with Zürich Opera; and concert performances of Massenet’s Thaïs at the Royal Opera House, Covent Garden; Vienna Konzerthaus; Gran Teatre del Liceu; and Théâtre du Châtelet, Paris. Fleming will perform with the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra, China Philharmonic, Shanghai Opera Orchestra, Hong Kong Philharmonic and Orchestra of the National Academy of Saint Cecilia. Her work has earned nine Grammy nominations, as well as the Classical Brits Awards in 2004 for Outstanding Contribution to Music, and in 2003 for Female Artist of the Year. She was named a Chévalier de la Légion d’Honneur by the French government in 2005.

Alan Gilbert is celebrating his inaugural season as music director of the New York Philharmonic, the only native New Yorker to hold the post. Also in the 2009-10 season, he will become the first to hold the William Schuman Chair in Musical Studies at the Juilliard School. Gilbert was chief conductor and artistic advisor of the Royal Stockholm Philharmonic Orchestra from 2000 to 2008, and was subsequently named conductor laureate. 

Founded in 1842, the New York Philharmonic is one of the oldest orchestras in the world. Since its inception, it has played a leading role in American musical life, reaching out to audiences with touring that began in 1882; recordings beginning in 1917; and radio broadcasts since 1922, now represented by “The New York Philharmonic This Week,” syndicated nationally 52 weeks a year.

LIVE FROM LINCOLN CENTER, now in its 34th broadcast season, has received 13 Emmy Awards, most recently for last year’s broadcast of New York City Opera’s Madama Butterfly. The series has made the world’s greatest artists from Lincoln Center’s renowned stages accessible to home viewers in virtually every corner of the United States. It remains the only series of live fine arts performances on American television today.

Underwriters: Metlife, Thomas H. Lee and Ann Tenenbaum, The Robert Wood Johnson Charitable Trust, The Robert and Renée Belfer Family Foundation, The Fan Fox and Leslie R. Samuels Foundation, The Irene Diamond Fund, The Julien J. Studley Foundation and National Endowment for the Arts
Producer: Lincoln Center for the Performing Arts, Inc.
Executive producer: John Goberman
Format: CC Stereo HD-Upconverted (16:9)
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For images and additional up-to-date information on this and other PBS programs, visit PBS PressRoom at www.pbs.org/pressroom.
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