LIVE FROM LINCOLN CENTER
“Opening Night Gala Concert of the New York Philharmonic”
– Music Director Lorin Maazel Conducts Beethoven and Mozart Program Featuring Dual-Piano Performance by Emanuel Ax and Yefim Bronfman –
LIVE FROM LINCOLN CENTER “Opening Night Gala Concert of the New York Philharmonic” airs on PBS Wednesday, September 13, 2006, 8:00-10:00 p.m. ET. The glittering performance will take place in Lincoln Center’s Avery Fisher Hall and launch the Philharmonic’s 2006-2007 season.

Music Director Lorin Maazel leads the New York Philharmonic in two Beethoven works that bookend the concert, opening with the inspiring Egmont Overture and ending with his Symphony No. 3, Eroica. At the center of the evening’s performance is a dual performance by Emanuel Ax and Yefim Bronfman of Mozart’s Concerto in E-flat Major for Two Pianos, K. 316. The two have collaborated periodically over the years on stage and in celebrated recordings; this will be the first time one of their joint efforts has been broadcast on LIVE FROM LINCOLN CENTER.

LIVE FROM LINCOLN CENTER, hosted by Beverly Sills, is currently in its 30th broadcast season. The series has received 12 Emmy Awards, including the 2005 Award for Outstanding Special Class Program in the Creative Arts category for “Stephen Sondheim’s Passion.” The series has made the world’s greatest artists on Lincoln Center’s renowned stages accessible to home viewers in virtually every corner of the United States. It remains the only series of live telecast performances on American television today.  
Founded in 1842, the New York Philharmonic is the oldest symphony orchestra in the United States and one of the oldest in the world. Lorin Maazel became music director in September 2002. Other recent music directors include Kurt Masur, Zubin Mehta, Pierre Boulez and Leonard Bernstein. Since its inception, the Philharmonic has played a leading role in American musical life, reaching out to audiences with touring that began in 1882; recordings beginning in 1917; radio broadcasts since 1922; and television appearances starting in 1950. A pioneering new arrangement with Deutsche Grammophon (DG) will yield four live Philharmonic DG Concerts per year as downloads on iTunes. A separate recording arrangement with New World Records will produce two CDs per year of recent New York Philharmonic commissions in their world premieres. Since its inception, the Orchestra has championed the new music of its time, giving the first performance of many important works, from Dvořák’s Symphony No. 9, “From the New World” (1893), to John Adams’ Pulitzer Prize-winning On the Transmigration of Souls (2002), the CD of which received three Grammy Awards®. 

Underwriters: MetLife, Thomas H. Lee and Ann Tenenbaum, Robert Wood Johnson Jr. Charitable Trust, Fan Fox and Leslie R. Samuels Foundation, Inc., Irene Diamond Fund, Robert and Renée Belfer Family Foundation and National Endowment for the Arts. Producer: Lincoln Center for the Performing Arts, Inc. Executive producer: John Goberman. Director: Kirk Browning. Format: Stereo. Online: pbs.org
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