The Light in the Piazza – bios
Playwright Craig Lucas returns to Lincoln Center Theater, where his play, God’s Heart, had its world premiere in the Mitzi E. Newhouse Theater. Lucas’ other plays include Reckless (revived last season by the Manhattan Theatre Club), The Dying Gaul and Blue Window. His screenplays include adaptations of The Secret Lives of Dentists and Longtime Companion, and adaptations of his plays Prelude to a Kiss, Reckless, Blue Window and most recently The Dying Gaul, which also marked his directorial debut and opened at the Sundance Film Festival.

Adam Guettel, who won Tony Awards for both his score and his orchestrations, wrote the music and lyrics for the musical Floyd Collins, originally produced at Playwrights Horizons and for Saturn Returns: A Concert, which was originally produced at the Public Theater and recorded by Nonesuch Records under the title Myths and Hymns. He wrote the music for the New York Theatre Workshop production of John Guare’s Lydie Breeze and collaborated with Guare on Love’s Fire for the Acting Company. He scored the feature documentary Arguing the World and the CBS documentary Jack. Four of his songs are featured on Audra McDonald’s recording Way Back to Paradise.

Bartlett Sher has also directed Lincoln Center Theater’s production of Clifford Odets’ Awake and Sing!, currently running at the Belasco Theater. Sher, the Artistic Director of Seattle’s Intiman Theatre, won the Callaway Award for his direction of the Theatre for a New Audience (TFANA) production of Shakespeare’s Cymbeline, which was the first American Shakespeare production to be seen at the Royal Shakespeare Company. His other New York productions include Moliere’s Don Juan, Harley Granville Barker’s Waste and Pericles for TFANA, Teresa Rybeck’s The Butterfly Collection at Playwrights Horizons and Mourning Becomes Electra for the New York City Opera.

Beverly Sills is regarded as one of the greatest coloratura sopranos of the 20th century. She made her debut with the San Francisco Opera in 1953 and with the New York City Opera as Rosalinda in Johann Strauss’ Die Fledermaus in 1955. Following her legendary success in the coloratura role of Cleopatra in Handel’s Giulio Cesare in 1966, Sills began to explore the bel canto repertoire in depth and expanded her repertoire to more than 70 operas. She has sung in virtually all of the world’s leading opera houses, making her long-awaited Metropolitan Opera debut as Pamira in Rossini’s The Siege of Corinth in 1975. She has made numerous television appearances and recorded 18 full-length operas and several solo recital discs. She is Chairman Emerita of the Metropolitan Opera. She is the former Chairman of the Metropolitan Opera, former Chairman of the Board of Lincoln Center for the Performing Arts and former General Director of the New York City Opera. Her honors include the Presidential Medal of Freedom, the New York City Handel Medallion and the Kennedy Center Honors.

John Goberman, executive producer, launched LIVE FROM LINCOLN CENTER 30 years ago, when he developed the video and audio techniques and technology by which concerts, opera, ballets and plays can be telecast during live performances without disruption of performances and audiences. He has received 12 Emmy Awards, including the 2005 Emmy for Outstanding Special Class Program, three Peabody Awards, six Sigma Alpha Iota Awards and the first Television Critics Circle Award for Achievement in Music. Goberman has been nominated for an Emmy more than 50 times. His producing credits include the film Distant Harmony, Pavarotti in China, films for museums across the country, and numerous opera, ballet and concert telecasts from major performing arts institutions both here and abroad.  

Kirk Browning, telecast director, has won seven primetime Emmy Awards, two Christopher Awards, a CITA Award and a Peabody Award. His numerous credits include Frank Sinatra’s first TV show; WNET’s LIVE FROM THE MET; music, dance and theatrical telecasts on PBS’ GREAT PERFORMANCES; Hallmark Hall of Fame music and drama specials; Philadelphia Orchestra telecasts; White House specials; and Broadway productions.

