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Background Info

Giant pumpkin growing first attained international acclaim when William Warnock of Goderich, Ontario, sent a 400-pound specimen to the Paris World's Fair in 1900. He won the competition and was awarded a special bronze medal and diploma from the French government. Soon after, Mr. Warnock set a new world record of 403 pounds in 1903 at the St. Louis World's Fair.

It was not until 1976 that this record was defeated by Bob Ford of Coatesville, Pennsylvania, when he exhibited a 451 pound specimen at the U.S. Pumpkin Contest in Churchville, Pennsylvania.

In 1979, Canadian Howard Dill of Windsor, Nova Scotia, won his first of four consecutive international titles at the Cornell Contest in Pennsylvania. Known as “The Pumpkin King,” Mr. Dill went on to develop the “granddaddy” of all giant pumpkins – the Atlantic Giant. Atlantic Giant seeds are still used for competition growing today.

The new and current world record, 1502 pounds, was set in 2006 by Ron Wallace.

Source

Backyard Gardiner: http://www.backyardgardener.com

Big Pumpkins.com: http://www.bigpumpkins.com/
New York State Giant Pumpkin Grower’s Association: http://www.nysgpga.com
Howard Dill: www.howarddill.com/
