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MAKE NO LITTLE PLANS:
DANIEL BURNHAM AND THE AMERICAN CITY 
Monday, September 6, 2010
10:00-11:00 p.m. ET on PBS

– New Documentary Explores the Story of Daniel Burnham, the Man Who Shaped Some of America’s Best-known Places –

“If you asked people in the know (ca. 1912) … to tell you who had done the most for American architecture, they would probably say that Sullivan had made some imaginative proposals and designed beautiful details, that Wright had built some interesting houses in the Middle Wes t… they might go further and tell you that the heart of the whole enterprise lay in Chicago in the resourceful and indomitable planner, the real Titan, the emperor of architecture, “Uncle Dan” Burnham.”
– John Buchard and Albert Bush Brown, The Architecture of America: A Social and Cultural History
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	Daniel Burnham with Washington, DC, city plan
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MAKE NO LITTLE PLANS: DANIEL BURNHAM AND THE AMERICAN CITY, airing on Labor Day, Monday September 6, 2010, 10:00-11:00 p.m. ET on PBS, is the story of a dreamer who shaped some of America’s best-known places and spaces. The film explores Burnham’s fascinating career and complex legacy as public debate continues today about how and for whom cities are planned. 
Daniel Hudson Burnham (1846-1912) built some of the first skyscrapers in the world; directed construction of the World’s Columbian Exposition that helped inspire the City Beautiful Movement in towns across America; and created urban plans for San Francisco; Washington, DC; Chicago; Cleveland; and Manila and Baguio City in the Philippines, all before the modern profession of urban planning existed. 

“He had a personality that was as big as the subject of cities,” explains architect David Childs, a fellow of the American Institute of Architects, and one of many noted commentators in the film. “We should care about Burnham because he was part of a group that changed the idea about planning and architecture and because of the fact that our cities are full of the history that he caused to happen.”

Burnham’s work sought to reconcile things often thought opposite: the practical and the ideal; business and art; the power of capitalism and the spirit of democracy. In the midst of late nineteenth-century urban disorder, he offered a powerful concept of what a civilized American city could look like that provided a compelling framework for Americans to make sense of the world around them. But not all would agree with his vision.

Critics charge that his designs are too monumental to be humane, too elitist to be democratic and too dependent upon European prototypes to be American. Yet his work impacts millions of people a day.

“Burnham was fully engaged in civic life,” says the film’s director, Judith Paine McBrien. “He made the architect a public figure. He was bold, inspiring, competitive and complex. We’ve worked hard to bring his big personality to life.”

Narrated by Oscar-nominated actress Joan Allen, the program combines digital models, original drawings, personal letters, animated graphics and stunning visuals to highlight dramatic developments that transformed both Burnham and the American city — the early development of the skyscraper; the awesome impact of the 1893 World’s Fair; and the physical reconfiguration of existing cities, including our nation’s capital. 

Insightful commentary by some of the country’s most distinguished historians, architects, critics and urban planners enlivens the story as does an original musical score by composer Michael Bacon, who is well-known to PBS audiences. The program is written, directed and produced by Judith Paine McBrien. Noted media arts organization Kartemquin Films and scriptwriter Geoffrey Ward consulted on the project.

MAKE NO LITTLE PLANS DANIEL BURNHAM AND THE AMERICAN CITY will be available on DVD and Blu-ray on October 1, 2010. Boasting special bonus features and footage, the DVD and Blu-ray will also feature deleted scenes and exclusive interviews. The DVD, Blu-ray, DVD box set and companion book will all be available from PBS Home Video: ShopPBS.org; 800-PLAY-PBS, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 
Underwriters: William Blair and Company, Perkins+Will, National Endowment for the Humanities, Corporation for Public Broadcasting, Public Television Viewers and PBS

Producers: The Archimedia Workshop in association with WETA Washington, DC

Director/producer/writer: Judith Paine McBrien

Associate editor: Mary Morrissette
Editors: Jan Sutcliffe, Amy Cargill and Joe Langenfeld
Consultants: Kartemquin Films and Geoffrey Ward
Cinematography/technical advisor: Jim Morrissette
Narrator: Joan Allen

Original music: Michael Bacon

– PBS –

CONTACT: Mary Morrissette, The Archimedia Workshop, 312-212-1492

For images and additional up-to-date information on this and other PBS programs, visit PBS PressRoom at pbs.org/pressroom.
– more –
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