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WHEN IN ENGLAND (CIRCA EARLY 1900s), DO AS THE EDWARDIANS DO

Life in Edwardian England was dictated by strict codes of behavior based on social position. In MANOR HOUSE, Thirteen/WNET New York’s latest “hands-on history” series for PBS, premiering Monday, April 28 through Wednesday, April 30 at 8 p.m. (ET) on PBS (check local listings), the participants agreed to leave their modern sensibilities behind in the 21st century to live according to the class rules and customs of the period.  Following are just a few facts of Edwardian life:

Above Stairs:

· The upper classes tacitly accepted extramarital affairs according to the custom of their king, Edward VII.

· Hats adorned with half a seagull were all the rage among Edwardian Ladies.

· It was common to indulge in slightly rancid meat.

· To achieve elaborate and statuesque hairstyles, a Lady’s locks were piled around “rats,” or clumps of hair collected from brushes.

· An Edwardian Lady commonly changed her outfit six or more times a day.

· Masters and Ladies of the house were not expected to bother learning the names of their servants, and they even had the option of changing names they didn’t particularly like.  

· Children of the aristocracy spent much more time with servants than with their parents.

· During the school year, luncheon was customarily the only meal children of the aristocracy would take with their parents.

· Pig’s ears, quail’s eggs, boar’s head, oxtail, sweetbreads, and lark were delicacies of the Edwardian table.

Below Stairs:

· Some of the lower servants were allowed upstairs only once a day, to attend mandatory morning prayers with the family.
· Servants were expected to lower their eyes and “become invisible” in the presence of the family 

· Servants were forbidden to fraternize with members of the opposite sex.

· Meals were eaten in silence with servants seated in order of rank and separated by gender.  

· Butlers were expected to be bachelors so that they could focus all of their energies on the Master and his family without personal distractions.

· Butlers handed items to members of the aristocratic family on silver trays to avoid the possibility of physical contact.

· Female servants were forbidden to wear stockings, makeup or jewelry.

· Domestic service was characterized by long hours, often with no annual holidays or other time off.  For lower servants, the day usually began at 6 a.m. and ended at 10 p.m.  

· A scullery maid, the lowest-ranking servant, could expect to earn about $1,000 a year.  In a large and opulent household, she would be expected to scrub some 400 pots, pans and utensils every day, using only harsh soda crystals, as modern detergents weren’t available.

· Footmen could command higher salaries if they were tall. 

· In 1911, nearly half of all illegitimate children were born to women in service.

Life in General:

· During the Edwardian era, poverty, socialism and the Women’s Suffrage movement were on the rise.

· Einstein proposed his Theory of Relativity in July of 1905.

· Edward VII died and was succeeded by George V in May of 1910.

· The Titanic struck an iceberg and sank in April of 1912; more than 1,500 lives were lost.

· Archduke Franz Ferdinand of Austria was assassinated by a Serbian nationalist in Sarajevo in June of 1914.

· Britain declared war on Germany in August of 1914.
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