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MARIACHI HIGH OPENS PBS ARTS SUMMER FESTIVAL, JUNE 29
Captures Tumultuous Year in the Life of a Top-Ranked High School Mariachi Band
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 MARIACHI HIGH Ensemble Students
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Arlington, VA; May 21, 2012 – MARIACHI HIGH documents a year in the life of “Mariachi Halcon,” a top-ranked competitive high-school mariachi band in the rural ranching town of Zapata, Texas. The program premieres June 29, 2012, 9:00-10:00 p.m. ET on PBS (check local listings) as part of the PBS ARTS SUMMER FESTIVAL, a seven-part event anchored by films that highlight art, artists and performances from around the world. 
Using the band and its music as a lens, this spirited documentary focuses on Mexican-American teenagers pursuing excellence and finding strength in themselves, as well as a connection to their cultural heritage. 
Despite the economic challenges in Zapata and its school district, charismatic mariachi director Adrian Padilla creates a championship-level music ensemble that can compete against larger, more privileged schools from around Texas. The determined students in Mariachi Halcon are not only gifted musicians, but also gifted students –among Zapata High School’s academic top 10 percent. In the past five years, all of the students who spent four years in Mariachi Halcon graduated from high school and went on to an institution of higher learning.
“At a time when Latinos have the highest dropout rate in the country and when arts education continues to be under attack, we found a story of teens who pursue excellence through their cultural heritage despite some very real challenges,” says MARIACHI HIGH producer and director Ilana Trachtman. “This is an exuberant story about ambitious and talented Mexican-American teenagers — whom you hardly ever see on screen.”

MARIACHI HIGH is a film by Ilana Trachtman, Kim Connell and Kelly Sheehan, of Rubylake LLC.

The PBS Arts Summer Festival takes viewers on an exploration of nearly 20 cities around the globe, offering an in-depth look at music, theater, art, architecture and cultural history from some of the world’s unique locations. In addition, PBS stations will be able to insert local content highlighting the arts scene in their markets. Award-winning television, film and stage star Anna Deavere Smith (“Nurse Jackie,” “The West Wing”) serves as weekly host for the festival, which begins Friday, June 29, 2012, at 9:00 p.m. ET (check local listings).
The full PBS ARTS SUMMER FESTIVAL schedule follows. Details at pbs.org/pressroom.

· MARIACHI HIGH, June 29, 2012, at 9 p.m. ET

· ISLAMIC ART: MIRROR OF THE INVISIBLE WORLD, July 6, 2012, at 9 p.m. ET

· JOHN LEGUIZAMO'S TALES FROM A GHETTO KLOWN, July 13, 2012, at 9 p.m. ET

· HOMECOMING: THE KANSAS CITY SYMPHONY PRESENTS JOYCE DiDONATO, July 20, 2012, at 9 p.m. ET

· HAVANA, HAVANA!, July 27, 2012, at 9 p.m. ET

· THE BARNES COLLECTION, August 3, 2012, at 9 p.m. ET

· GREAT PERFORMANCES “Tanglewood 75th Anniversary Celebration,” August 10, 2012, at 9 p.m. ET

CREDITS
MARIACHI HIGH is a co-production of Rubylake LLC, Latino Public Broadcasting and ITVS, with funding provided in part by the Corporation for Public Broadcasting, the National Endowment for the Arts, National Geographic's All Roads Film Project, Chicken & Egg Pictures and others.
Funding for the launch of PBS Arts is provided by Anne Ray Charitable Trust, public television viewers and PBS.
About PBS

PBS, with its nearly 360 member stations, offers all Americans the opportunity to explore new ideas and new worlds through television and online content. Each month, PBS reaches nearly 123 million people through television and more than 21 million people online, inviting them to experience the worlds of science, history, nature and public affairs; to hear diverse viewpoints; and to take front-row seats to world-class drama and performances. PBS’ broad array of programs has been consistently honored by the industry’s most coveted award competitions. Teachers of children from pre-K through 12th grade turn to PBS for digital content and services that help bring classroom lessons to life. PBS’ premier children’s TV programming and its website, pbskids.org, are parents’ and teachers’ most trusted partners in inspiring and nurturing curiosity and love of learning in children. More information about PBS is available at pbs.org, one of the leading dot-org websites on the Internet, or by following PBS on Twitter, Facebook or through our apps for mobile devices. Specific program information and updates for press are available at pbs.org/pressroom or by following PBS Pressroom on Twitter.
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For additional information, photos, interviews and more, contact Goodman Media or PBS:

Lena Auerbuch / John Michael Kennedy, Goodman Media International for PBS

212-576-2700

PBSProgramming@goodmanmedia.com
Carrie Johnson / Michae Godwin, PBS

cjohnson@pbs.org; 703-739-5129
mmgodwin@pbs.org; 703-739-8483

For full episode descriptions, images, videos and additional up-to-date information on these and other PBS programs, visit PBS PressRoom at pbs.org/pressroom.
PAGE  
2

[image: image2.jpg]