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Mariachi High – Producer/Director Bios
Ilana Trachtman, Producer/Director is an Emmy Award-winning documentary filmmaker and former National Hispanic Scholar. For 17 years, she has produced and directed nonfiction programs in both English and Spanish for PBS, HBO Family, ABC-TV, Showtime, Sundance Channel, Lifetime, Discovery, Trio, A&E, Thirteen/WNET, The Biography Channel and Sesame Workshop. Trachtman recently directed an episode of Henry Louis Gates' landmark series for PBS, BLACK IN LATIN AMERICA. She also served as the supervising producer on PBS’ long-running HISTORY DETECTIVES and on the Sundance Channel’s critically acclaimed series “Big Ideas for a Small Planet,” Other favorite projects include directing TEXAS RANCH HOUSE, the PBS reality/documentary series set in 1867; “Our Heroes, Ourselves” (Lifetime), an award-winning documentary special about grassroots women heroes; “Biography: Sylvia Plath,” and “24 w/,” a stylized “day-in-the-life” series following pop culture icons. Trachtman's independent feature documentary, Praying with Lior (2008), was released theatrically in the U.S. and abroad by First Run Features. The film received six Audience Awards for Best Documentary and the Grand Prix at the International Disability Film Festival in Moscow, and was a critic’s pick of the New York Times, New York Magazine, the Washington Post and Philadelphia Inquirer.
Kim Connell,Director/Editoris an award-winning documentary filmmaker and president of Rainlake Productions. Her recent films include the feature documentary Four Seasons Lodge, which was released theatrically and on DVD by First Run Features and broadcast on many PBS stations in 2011, and “Crossing Arizona” (Sundance Channel, The Cinema Guild), an up-to-the-minute look at illegal immigration at its hottest point along the Mexico-Sonora border. Other recent projects include “Player Hating” (2010 Indie Fest Award & 2010 Accolade Award), “Odd Ones Out,” an original hour for Granada awarded with a 2009 Telly, “Follow My Voice With the Music of Hedwig” featuring John Cameron Mitchell, Yoko Ono and Rufus Wainright, along with many others (official Tribeca Film Festival selection and Sundance Channel broadcast). She produced and edited TLC’s “Black Las Vegas” (Telly Award and New York Festival Winner) and was senior editor on Volkswagen's “Racing Under Green” for Discovery Channel, Radical Media's documentary “Two Roads to Taupo 1000” for Speed Channel, “Religion: A Pop Culture History” for VH1, ABC's primetime reality series “Fast Cars and Superstars”, “We Are Family” (Sundance Film Festival premiere), the Discovery Health pilot episode of “Medical Profile: Christopher Reeve,” and was honored with a Silver and Bronze Telly for the series “Children First” on ABC.
Kelly Sheehan,Producer/Executive Producer, guides the development, production and distribution for independent feature documentaries that are screened and broadcast around the world. Recent award-winning films include Four Seasons Lodge, released theatrically in 2009 by First Run Features and broadcast on PBS stations, “Crossing Arizona,” which premiered in competition at the 2006 Sundance Film Festival, won eight industry awards and was broadcast on Sundance Channel, and “Follow My Voice With The Music of Hedwig,” produced in association with Sundance Channel, which premiered at the 2006 Tribeca Film Festival and features John Cameron Mitchell, Yoko Ono, Rufus Wainwright and many others.  Sheehan has also produced nonfiction television specials and series for ABC, PBS, CNBC and Japan's Fuji TV.
