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MICHAEL FEINSTEIN AT THE RAINBOW ROOM Premieres
on PBS Friday, October 31

– Music Special Is Part of the 2014 PBS Arts Fall Festival –

– Featured Guests Include Christine Ebersole, Cheyenne Jackson, June Squibb, Jessica Sanchez, the Manzari Brothers and more –
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	Michael Feinstein at the Rainbow Room.  Credit: Marc Bryan-Brown Photography


ARLINGTON, VA; October 2, 2014 – Five-time Grammy® Award and two-time Emmy® Award nominee Michael Feinstein returns to PBS this fall with a constellation of guest stars in the premiere of MICHAEL FEINSTEIN AT THE RAINBOW ROOM, airing Friday, October 31, 2014, 9:00-10:00 p.m. ET (check local listings). The special is part of the 2014 PBS Arts Fall Festival, a primetime programming event with 11 weekly programs of classic Broadway hits and music from around the country, as well as acclaimed and award-winning theater performances.

[bookmark: _GoBack]MICHAEL FEINSTEIN AT THE RAINBOW ROOM takes place in the newly restored New York restaurant and nightclub, high atop 30 Rockefeller Plaza — a legendary landmark that opens this month. The all-star broadcast, directed by Annette Jolles and produced by Jonathan Burkhart and executive producer Lance Schultz, features performances by Tony Award winner and Emmy® Award nominee Christine Ebersole, singer, actor and songwriter Cheyenne Jackson, “American Idol” sensation Jessica Sanchez, dynamic tap duo the Manzari Brothers and Oscar®-nominated actress June Squibb, along with a swinging 17-piece band under lead by John Oddo. The stage show was produced, directed and written by Marc Cherry, creator of the hit television shows “Desperate Housewives” and “Devious Maids.”

The Rainbow Room first opened in October 1934 and was renowned for its stellar entertainment —  a combination of dancers and singers, with live music ranging from Latin to jazz, to swing and big bands, to pop and rock acts. To celebrate that history, Feinstein conceived a tribute to the heyday of nightclubs, adding that the intimate settings of most nightclubs traditionally fostered development of special material and musical selections perfectly suited to the smaller crowds. When considering talent for the show, Feinstein secured a lineup of “tremendous singers and performers,” who, he says, “have the rare ability to connect with an audience up-close.”
	
“For years I’ve been interested in reviving the classic variety show format, to display the wide range of contemporary talent  —  from pop music to theater to television and film stars —  all performing songs drawn from the vast canon of the Great American Songbook,” Feinstein said. “It is rare these days to have a swinging 17-piece band for our soundtrack, and they truly made classic sounds come alive in a contemporary way. We’re so proud of the dazzling results.”

MICHAEL FEINSTEIN AT THE RAINBOW ROOM premieres in the same month as the singer’s latest album, A Michael Feinstein Christmas — featuring his signature styling on a selection of holiday standards —  available in stores and online beginning October 14.  

“Michael Feinstein has devoted his life to saving and preserving the music of the American Songbook, and there is perhaps no greater venue to showcase his passion and talent than New York City’s famed Rainbow Room,” said PBS Vice President of Programming and festival curator, Donald Thoms. “Viewers will be swept away by surprising musical arrangements, extraordinary songs and duets in this celebration of the legendary club’s contribution to the American Songbook and to American culture.”
	
National funding for the PBS Arts Fall Festival is provided by a generous grant from Anne Ray Charitable Trust. This performance was made possible in part by Adrienne Arsht.

MICHAEL FEINSTEIN AT THE RAINBOW ROOM is part of the 2014 PBS Arts Fall Festival, an 11-week series hosted by Emmy and Tony Award-winning actress and accomplished singer Kristin Chenoweth. The remainder of this year’s festival includes: LIVE FROM LINCOLN CENTER’s 40th anniversary season with “The Nance Starring Nathan Lane”; AUSTIN CITY LIMITS CELEBRATES 40 YEARS; THE GERSHWINS’® PORGY AND BESSSM FROM SAN FRANCISCO OPERA; GREAT PERFORMANCES “Tony Bennett & Lady Gaga: Cheek To Cheek LIVE!” and “Cats”; HITMAKERS, an up-close look at the music industry’s resilience in the digital age; KRISTIN CHENOWETH: COMING HOME, the star performing in her hometown of Broken Arrow, Oklahoma; A TRIBUTE TO BRUCE SPRINGSTEEN, music’s biggest names performing Springsteen’s biggest hits; and more. The PBS Arts Festivals underscores PBS’ commitment to America’s best performing arts and gives its millions of viewers a front-row seat and a backstage pass to great cultural programs. For more, visit here..

About PBS
PBS, with its over 350 member stations, offers all Americans the opportunity to explore new ideas and new worlds through television and online content. Each month, PBS reaches nearly 109 million people through television and over 28 million people online, inviting them to experience the worlds of science, history, nature and public affairs; to hear diverse viewpoints; and to take front row seats to world-class drama and performances. PBS’ broad array of programs has been consistently honored by the industry’s most coveted award competitions. Teachers of children from pre-K through 12th grade turn to PBS for digital content and services that help bring classroom lessons to life. PBS’ premier children’s TV programming and its website, pbskids.org, are parents’ and teachers’ most trusted partners in inspiring and nurturing curiosity and love of learning in children. More information about PBS is available at www.pbs.org, one of the leading dot-org websites on the Internet, or by following PBS on Twitter, Facebook or through our apps for mobile devices. Specific program information and updates for press are available at pbs.org/pressroom or by following PBS Pressroom on Twitter.

– PBS –
CONTACTS: 
Michaé Godwin, PBS; mmgodwin@pbs.org; 703-739-8483
Nicole Wells Foster, PBS; njwells@pbs.org; 703-739-5351
Liane Ramirez/Nisa Kiang, Goodman Media International; PBSArts@goodmanmedia.com; 212-576-2700 

For images and additional up-to-date information on this and other PBS programs, visit PBS PressRoom at pbs.org/pressroom.
– more –
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