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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Michael Feinstein is known as the “The Ambassador of the Great American Songbook” for his commitment to American popular music through a 30-year career of live performances, recordings, and broadcasts. In addition to performing more than 150 shows a year in the U.S. and abroad in major concert halls, with symphony orchestras and big bands, in intimate jazz clubs and on college campuses, Feinstein is a passionate collector and preservationist with an encyclopedic knowledge of the history of 20th-century music and popular culture. He serves on The Library of Congress’ National Sound Recording Advisory Board, a group of artists and industry leaders charged with safeguarding America’s musical heritage; he also is director of a new popular music series for Jazz at Lincoln Center. In 2008, he created the Michael Feinstein Foundation for the Preservation of the Great American Songbook, headquartered in Carmel, Indiana, dedicated to celebrating the art form and preserving its legacy for the next generation through master classes, educational programs and exhibitions.

His Manhattan nightclub, Feinstein’s at Loews Regency, where he appears several times a year for extended engagements, presents top talents in pop and jazz such as Barbara Cook, Jane Krakowski, Alan Cumming, Nellie McKay, Ashford & Simpson, Marilyn Maye, Ben Vereen, Chita Rivera, Tom Wopat and Elaine Stritch. Starting in 2011, Feinstein also will serve as the artistic director of the new Carmel (Indiana) Performing Arts Center, which will host an annual Great American Songbook festival and house an archive of Feinstein’s collection of musical memorabilia, sheet music and manuscripts. 

As a recording artist, Michael has earned five Grammy nominations, most recently for his CD The Sinatra Project in 2009. Other CDs include The Power of Two (with Broadway leading man Cheyenne Jackson); Only One Life – The Songs of Jimmy Webb; Michael Feinstein with the Israel Philharmonic Orchestra (Grammy nomination); Michael and George – Feinstein Sings Gershwin; Big City Rhythms (with the Maynard Ferguson Big Band); the double-CD Romance On Film, Romance On Broadway; and The Michael Feinstein Anthology, a 2-disc compilation spanning the years 1987 to 1996, featuring previously unreleased tracks. 

Michael started playing piano by ear when he was five. After graduating from high school in Columbus, Ohio, he worked in local piano lounges for two years, moving to Los Angeles when he was 20. Through the widow of concert pianist-actor Oscar Levant, he was introduced to legendary lyricist Ira Gershwin in July 1977. He became Ira’s assistant for six years, and was granted access to numerous unpublished Gershwin songs that he has since performed and recorded. 

Gershwin’s influence provided a solid base upon which Michael has not only evolved into a captivating performer, composer and arranger of his own original music, but also has become an unparalleled interpreter of music legends such as Irving Berlin, Jerome Kern, Johnny Mercer, Duke Ellington, and Harry Warren. He is writing a new book about the songs of the Gershwins, as well as co-producing a feature film about them with Oscar- and Tony-winning producer Marc Platt.

www.michaelfeinstein.com
Amber Edwards -- Director/Co-Producer 

Michael Feinstein’s American Songbook is producer/director Amber Edwards’ eighth PBS documentary project. Most recently she co-produced, with director Dave Davidson, A Place Out of Time:  The Bordentown School about the last all-black, publicly funded boarding school north of the Mason-Dixon line, which was broadcast on PBS in May 2010. 

Amber has been with Hudson West Productions since 1989, and for 21 years served as senior producer and host of NJN Public Television’s long running weekly series “State of the Arts,” where she earned 13 regional Emmy Awards and numerous other honors for her national PBS documentaries. 

Her radio work includes producing features for WBGO (Newark, NJ), the public radio jazz station. She is currently producing a multi-part radio series with Michael Feinstein for WFMT public radio (Chicago) titled “Forever and a Day--The Gershwin Legacy.”

Edwards grew up in Kansas City and graduated from Yale University, where she is a Fellow at Branford College. Amber is also a singer, having appeared in the 92nd Street Y’s “Lyrics and Lyricists” series, and she can currently be heard on the soundtrack of the new HBO series “Boardwalk Empire.”

Previous PBS broadcasts include:

· 
Edwards produced, directed, wrote and edited the award-winning documentary Words and Music by Jerry Herman about the legendary Broadway composer/lyricist, which aired on PBS in 2008 (CINE Golden Eagle; Gold Remi, Houston WorldFest);
· 
George Segal: American Still Life about the famous Pop Art sculptor (2001, CINE Golden Eagle; Gold Remi, Houston WorldFest; "Chris" Award, Columbus International Film Festival; Silver Screen Award, US International Film and Video Festival; NETA Award for Documentary Biography);
· 
Quicksand and Banana Peels: A Year in the Life of Two Principals (1998, APT/PBS; CEN Programming Award—Public Affairs); 
· 
Against The Odds: The Artists of the Harlem Renaissance (1994, PBS Black History Month Special; CINE, “Chris” Award);
· 
Vladimir Feltsman In Moscow (1993, PBS); and 
· 
The Dancing Man: Peg Leg Bates, about the remarkable one-legged black tap dancer and resort owner (1992, PBS Black History Month Special; CINE Golden Eagle; Silver Plaque—Chicago Film Festival; Silver Apple-NEFVF; Director’s Choice—Black Maria Film Festival).
Dave Davidson – Co-Producer/Director of Photography
Independent filmmaker and media educator Dave Davidson most recently directed A Place Out of Time—The Bordentown School which aired on PBS in May 2010.  Davidson founded Hudson West Productions in 1985 and currently serves as its president. For 28 years, Davidson has directed numerous award-winning documentaries and has received the American Film Institute’s Independent Filmmaker Grant, the National Endowment for the Arts’ Mid-Atlantic Artist Fellowship, and the Outstanding Artist Award from The New Jersey State Council on the Arts.

Davidson’s documentaries, Cissy Houston: Sweet Inspiration and The Dancing Man: Peg Leg Bates received their national broadcast premieres on PBS.  He directed the multiple award-winning Into The Light, a co-production of Hudson West and New Jersey public television station WNJN.   Davidson is currently directing and co-producing Hans Richter: Everything Turns, Everything Revolves, a documentary on the legendary Dadaist, filmmaker and political radical who, after escaping Nazi Germany, came to America to found the first film school and mentor generations of independent filmmakers.  

Previous PBS broadcasts include:

· A Place Out Of Time – The Bordentown School (2009–PBS National Broadcast May 2010). 

· No Place To Be Smart – The Brightest Kids In American Schools (2000, American Public Television). CINE Golden Eagle. 

· Brick City Lessons (1999, American Public Television). CINE Golden Eagle. 

· Quicksand & Bananapeels – A Year In The Life Of Two Principals (1998, American Public Television). CEN Programming Award for Public Affairs; Silver Apple, National Educational Media Network.

· Into The Light – The Furious Birth Of The American Film Industry (1995, NJN Public Television). Two Mid-Atlantic Emmy Awards for Best Cultural Program & Best Musical Score.

· The Dancing Man – Peg Leg Bates (1992, PBS). Silver Plaque-Chicago Film Festival; CINE Golden Eagle; Director’s Choice, Black Maria Festival. 

· Cissy Houston – Sweet Inspiration (1988, PBS Black History Month Special). CINE Golden Eagle; Red Ribbon-American Film & Video Festival; Golden Gate Award- SF International Film Festival.

Ken Bloom – Executive Producer 

Ken Bloom is a leading authority on American popular song and musical theatre.  His books American Song, Hollywood Song, and Tin Pan Alley are seminal works on stage, film and popular songs, documenting over 300,000 songs.  American Song was named Reference Book of the Year by Choice Magazine.   His Broadway: An Encyclopedic Guide To The History, People And Places Of Times Square was named one of the top reference books of the year and has recently come out in an updated third edition.   

Bloom’s book Broadway Musicals: The 101 Greatest Shows of All Time, written with Frank Vlastnik, has sold over 75,000 copies and won the American Library Association’s prestigious George Freedley Memorial Award; a new edition comes out in the fall of 2010.   He and Vlastnik compiled an accompanying Broadway Musicals Calendar and their book Sitcoms: The 101 Greatest Shows of All Time was published in 2007.   Prentice Hall published Bloom’s How to Attend a Concert, written with Josh Wellman last fall.  His newest book Hollywood Musicals: The 101 Greatest Song and Dance Films of All Time will be published in October 2010.

As President of Harbinger Records, Bloom has produced more than twenty albums including those by Peggy Lee, Maxine Sullivan, and Geraldine Fitzgerald.  His Maxine Sullivan Sings Great Songs of The Cotton Club by Harold Arlen And Ted Koehler was nominated for a Grammy Award and won NAIRD's Best Jazz Vocal award.  His Peggy Lee recording, Love Held Lightly, was featured on many ten best lists.  

Hudson West Productions

Hudson West Productions makes socially meaningful documentary films about the arts, history, and education. Founded in 1985, Hudson West’s mission is to fill in gaps in the “cultural dial” left by commercial media by preserving, interpreting, and presenting unique but overlooked narratives to a wider audience. Hudson West’s latest film, A Place Out of Time—The Bordentown School, tells the story of the rise and fall of the last publicly funded, co-educational, all-black boarding school north of the Mason-Dixon line.  Directed by Dave Davidson, co-produced by Amber Edwards, and narrated by legendary actress Ruby Dee, A Place Out of Time premiered nationally on PBS in May 2010. (Praise from The New York Times: “Bittersweet humanity...You could listen to a lot of dry lectures...and still not learn as much about race issues as you do in A Place Out of Time.”)

Over the past 25 years, Hudson West has introduced PBS viewers to gospel and rhythm & blues pioneer Cissy Houston (Cissy Houston: Sweet Inspiration, 1988;) the legendary one-legged tap dancer and resort owner Peg Leg Bates (The Dancing Man: Peg Leg Bates, 1992;) the inventors and impresarios of the early motion picture industry (Into the Light—The Furious Birth of the Motion Picture Industry, 1995;) and the not-so-ordinary life of public schools, as seen from the inside (Quicksand & Banana Peels-A Year in the Life of Two Principals, 1998; Brick City Lessons, 1999; No Place to Be Smart-The Brightest Kids in Public Schools, 2000.)

All of Hudson West’s documentaries have been broadcast in the USA on PBS stations. The company’s films have also been seen on television in the UK, Norway, and Australia, and have screened at film festivals in New York, Chicago, Paris, Dublin, Montreal, Amsterdam, St. Petersburg, Sydney, and Upsala, Sweden.  A partial list of awards includes 2 Emmys, 5 CINE Golden Eagles, the Golden Gate Award from the San Francisco International Film Festival, the Silver Plaque from the Chicago Film Festival, Director’s Choice at the Black Maria Film Festival, and a CEN Programming Award for Public Affairs.   As a not-for-profit, 501(c)3 production company, Hudson West has received grants from the Corporation for Public Broadcasting, the National Endowment for the Arts, the Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation, the Prudential Foundation,  New Jersey State Council on the Arts, the New Jersey Council for the Humanities, the Hyde-Watson Foundation, PSE&G, and the New Jersey Historical Commission.
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