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MONARCHY: THE ROYAL FAMILY AT WORK

“By the Numbers”*
50,000

Number of people who visit Buckingham Palace each year as the queen’s guests for banquets, lunches, dinners, receptions and garden parties.

40,000

Number of guests each year who receive invitations to Her Majesty’s garden party at Buckingham Palace.

8,000

Number of guests who attend each of the queen’s parties.

4,000

Number of state visits, balls, school dedications, nursing home visits and charity events that are attended each year by at least one member of the royal family.

1,100

Number of people on the royal payroll: 400 are staff paid through state funding, 200 are private employees on the queen’s farms and estates, and most of the rest work for the Royal Collection.

650 
Number of rooms in Buckingham Palace, the headquarters for the British monarchy. London’s most famous address is also the site of the head of state’s official offices, a museum, a residence and a focal point for national celebrations and important state occasions. The palace also has its own chapel, post office, doctor’s surgery and cinema.

620

Number of charities and organizations of which the queen is a patron.

600

Number of people the royal kitchen is able to serve for a sit-down meal at the same time. 
350
Number of people who are employed at Buckingham Palace. 

256

Number of official overseas visits — to 129 different countries — the queen has made during her reign as head of state.

100

The queen’s coachmen wear 100-year-old costumes during the state opening of Parliament, some of which are worth £15,000 — or more than $20,000 each.

91

Number of state banquets the queen has given during her reign.
57
Number of years the queen has reigned.

40

Number of people in line to succeed to the throne.
40

Number of acres encompassing the gardens at Buckingham Palace. The grounds include a helicopter landing area, a lake and a tennis court and are home to 30 different bird species and more than 350 different wildflowers, some extremely rare. 
25

Number of horses the queen has in training each season.
16

Number of countries Queen Elizabeth reigns over, which are known as commonwealth realms. In addition to the United Kingdom, she is also Queen of Canada, Australia, New Zealand, Jamaica, Barbados, the Bahamas, Grenada, Papua New Guinea, Solomon Islands, Tuvalu, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Belize, Antigua and Barbuda, and Saint Kitts and Nevis.

15

The number of bridges the queen has opened in the United Kingdom during her reign.

8

Number of Queen Elizabeth and the Duke of Edinburgh’s grandchildren, born to their four children.

10

Number of U.S. presidents the queen has met during her reign.  

4
Number of times Her Majesty and His Royal Highness have visited the United States.
1

Only one person — the crown jeweller — is permitted to touch the crown jewels, which include some of the largest diamonds in existence.

# # #

*Sources: A Year With The Queen, the companion book to the documentary series, and the official Buckingham Palace Web site found at www.royal.gov.uk.
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