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The rise and fall of Jack Abramoff is a tale of personal and political corruption that is dizzying in scope.  But it is far more than one man’s scandalous saga.   The revelations expose what one noted Washington journalist describes as “the shadowy underbelly of Washington.”  And it’s not over; the Department of Justice continues to chase down leads and quiz insiders and witnesses.

In “Capitol Crimes,” airing Wednesday, October 4 at 9 p.m. on PBS (check local listings), Bill Moyers and Sherry Jones, award-winning producer of “High Crimes and Misdemeanors” and “Watergate Plus 30: Shadow of History,” untangle thousands of emails, reports and facts on the record to report on what Moyers calls “a swashbuckling spectacle of corruption.”  The 90-minute documentary chronicles Abramoff’s rise from an ambitious young ideologue to a kingpin of Republican Washington who, in Moyers’ words, “came to Washington to run a revolution.  It was turning into a racket.”  
The documentary is followed by a discussion of the scandal’s implications led by Moyers, which will include Norman Ornstein, resident scholar at the American Enterprise Institute, and a long-time observer of Washington politics, and Thomas Frank, author of the best-selling What's the Matter with Kansas?  Frank is working on a book about conservative governance, which includes Abramoff.  

“It’s an extraordinary scope of perfidy and politics that boggles the imagination, and although Jack Abramoff and Tom DeLay have been brought down, the system remains as vulnerable as ever,” says Moyers.  

“Capitol Crimes” follows the complicated Abramoff money trail in striking detail: his dealings with Native American casino-rich tribes; Chinese textile manufacturers in the Marianas Islands; Russian oil and gas bosses; and the now-closed US Family Network (USFN), the non-profit backed by DeLay and subsidized by Abramoff’s clients that is under investigation by the FBI.
“We were supposed to be presenting, you know, this moral value to the country, and bringing the country back to God in supporting this program,” says Pastor Christopher Geeslin, who was recruited to head the US Family Network’s board.  “I feel now that was kind of a charade, and the real purpose of this USFN was a shell organization.” 

 The program reports that the organization, which had the stated mission of restoring America’s moral fitness, was paid more than $3 million by Abramoff’s clients, including some Russian oil tycoons trying to open doors in Washington.  During its existence, USFN paid more than $1 million in fees to the Alexander Strategy Group, a lobbying firm headed by Ed Buckham, one of DeLay’s closest political advisers, who in turn hired DeLay’s wife.     

 “Capitol Crimes” also takes viewers to the Marianas, a US territory in the Pacific that Congress exempted from the US minimum wage and immigration laws.  The islands are home to Chinese-owned factories, where low-wage workers were imported from China and the Philippines and forced into slave labor conditions, living in squalid shacks behind barbed wire, to produce “Made in the USA” goods.  As pressure built in the mid-1990s for a bill to impose US laws on the islands, Abramoff was pitching his client—the government of the Marianas—as a regulation-free paradise and taking lawmakers, including DeLay, there on luxury junkets.  The program lays out how Abramoff’s influence with DeLay kept reform legislation from ever being debated on the floor of the House.  
Former Senator Frank Murkowski (R-AK), who drafted legislation after seeing the appalling working conditions in the Marianas first hand, asks: “How could we have, in the United States, working conditions like this under the US flag?”

“Capitol Crimes” also tracks how Abramoff enriched himself, the conservative political machine and his former College Republican colleagues, including former head of the Christian Coalition Ralph Reed and conservative strategist Grover Norquist, a key relationship enabling Abramoff’s rise to a super lobbyist.  Today, Abramoff is headed for jail and DeLay is awaiting trial.  In the last ten years, the number of registered lobbyists in Washington has more than tripled—there are now 61 registered lobbyists for every member of Congress.  Last year alone, they spent $200 million a month.
Moyers on America is supported by an extensive companion Web site at www.pbs.org/moyers where visitors can interact, give feedback, and participate in an online workshop designed to inform, engage, and spark public discourse on the issues presented in the documentaries.  After the broadcast, each episode will be available in its entirety for viewing online.    

Moyers on America is funded by the Park Foundation and our sole corporate funder Mutual of America Life Insurance Company.

“Capitol Crimes” is produced by Sherry Jones.  Written by: Sherry Jones and Bill Moyers.  Edited by: Foster Wiley.  Senior Associate Producer: Carey Murphy.  Senior Field Producer: Chris Buchanan.  Associate Producer: Ryan White.  The program is a Public Affairs Television, Inc. production in association with Washington Media Associates and is a national presentation of Thirteen/WNET New York.  Executive Editors: Bill Moyers and Judith Davidson Moyers.  Executive Producers: Felice Firestone and Judy Doctoroff O'Neill.  

The Moyers on America Web site is produced by Kristin Miller.

Press materials and photos available for download at www.pbs.org/pressroom.  Screeners 
and transcripts upon request.
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