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DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT
MR. CHRISTMAS was filmed with independent financing in a colorful Victorian town in north Arkansas, Eureka Springs.  The entire town is on the National Historic Register with strict building and remodeling codes that lent themselves perfectly to our 1941 period, saving our production budget countless monies. For the filming of exterior scenes, we didn’t have to do much more than disguise today’s parking meters with greenery and paint out yellow and red curbs.
It’s a joy filming in an area that hasn’t had a lot of movie productions because everyone is excited to be involved, whether in the cast, crew or donating set dressings.  Two museums in the area invited us to borrow anything in their museums for our prop and set dressing needs.  People opened their homes and told us to take anything we needed.  Our 87 background actors provided their own period costumes that had to be approved by the costume designer, Charlotte Patterson.  People invited them into their attics, and flea markets and antique stores pitched in.  Downtown stores and residential homes left up their decorations from the previous Christmas season for an extra three months so we could use them at no cost to the production.  Classic car owners from all over north Arkansas and southern Missouri provided the pre-1941 cars that were needed.

The community excitement and love that we received in the making of MR. CHRISTMAS is a huge reason why we were able to achieve an expensive period look that caused one Hollywood studio president to estimate that our budget was “in the millions”.   It wasn’t.
Our key production personnel from Los Angeles were augmented by enthusiastic local people, many of whom had never worked on a film and made up for a lack of experience with a 24/7 commitment to the production.  Only two of our cast members were professionals from New York and Los Angeles.  The rest of the large cast were Arkansas locals, most of whom had never acted in front of a camera, if at all!
The filming of MR. CHRISTMAS was a miracle from beginning to end and proved to be a richer, more rewarding experience for me as a filmmaker than working in Hollywood with professional casts and crews.  I can’t say enough about the help we received from Eureka Springs and north Arkansas that elevated this one-hour movie to a quality level far above what our budget would otherwise have dictated.
Beth Brickell
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