MR. CHRISTMAS

– Award-Winning Family Film Jingles on to PBS for Holiday Season –

MR. CHRISTMAS, a heartwarming family movie that won the “Best Feature Film for Kids” award at the Los Angeles Moondance Film Festival, debuts on PBS in December 2006 (check local listings) as part of PBS’ holiday schedule. 
Set in 1941, MR. CHRISTMAS is about a young father, Joel, who can’t afford to buy his five-year-old daughter the bicycle she’s expecting Santa Claus to bring her for Christmas. Joel feels additional pressure from his wife, Julia. Forced by economic[image: image1.jpg]


 circumstances to make gifts for her more well-to-do sisters and brothers, Julia is embarrassed that her relatives can afford to give her family expensive store-bought gifts while she cannot reciprocate in kind. The dilemma creates a crisis of confidence for Joel in his role as father, husband and family breadwinner.  
Booklist says MR. CHRISTMAS is “a sweet family drama with a surprising twist,” and the film ultimately reveals that the true meaning of Christmas and family is not material things but love. MR. CHRISTMAS stars Jace McLean, Jen Celene Little, Ireland Rose Maddox and Abigail Kinslow.
MR. CHRISTMAS was filmed in Eureka Springs, Arkansas, a 19th-century Victorian village in the Ozark Mountains with a downtown area listed on the National Register of Historic Places. The town provides ideal exterior locations for the 1941 period depicted in the movie.
The film was written, produced and directed by Beth Brickell, a former actress who starred opposite Dennis Weaver in the CBS television series “Gentle Ben.” Two of Brickell’s other movies, SUMMER’S END and A RAINY DAY, starring Mariette Hartley, have debuted on PBS.
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