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“MR. CAO GOES TO WASHINGTON” PREMIERES ON THURSDAY, JANUARY 3, 2013 AT 9:00 PM ON PBS

What happens when a Vietnamese American political rookie goes up against the realities of Southern racial politics and ultra-partisan struggles in Washington, DC?

[image: http://laapff.festpro.com/assets/images/2012_la_asian_pacific_film_festival/thumbs/CAO_Obama_Handshake_1.jpg]A fascinating portrait of an idealistic novice navigating the high stakes world of partisan politics,
MR. CAO GOES TO WASHINGTON follows the unexpected journey of Representative Joseph Cao, a Vietnamese American Republican who scored a surprise victory when he was elected to Louisiana's mostly African American Second Congressional District, which had elected Democrats for more than a century. The first Vietnamese American ever elected to the U.S. Congress and the only non-white House Republican of the 111th Congress, Cao quickly made headlines as the only Republican to vote for President Obama’s Affordable Health Care Act. But will two years in Washington allow Cao keep his integrity and idealism intact? Winner of the Full Frame Film Festival Inspiration Award, MR. CAO GOES TO WASHINGTON, directed by S. Leo Chiang, premieres on Thursday, January 3, 2013 from 9:00-10:00 p.m. ET on PBS (check local listings).

“Mr. Cao explores partisanship and race, two issues which have been important — and divisive — this election season,” says Chiang. “The film examines those two themes through the eyes of an idealist centrist who happens to be an Asian American Republican who tried to survive in the ultra-partisan climate that exists in the country today.”

A pro-life Catholic, former seminarian and lawyer from the Versailles neighborhood of New Orleans, Anh “Joseph” Cao decided to join the public sector to fight for the greater good of his city and country. Elected in an upset in 2008 when his opponent was rocked by scandal, Cao enters the political arena with a disarming combination of earnest naiveté, integrity, and passion. While on the House floor, he speaks frequently about 

overcoming partisan and racial differences. He soon becomes known as the most liberal Republican in the House, infuriating his fellow Republicans by befriending President Obama and supporting health care reform, all the while insisting that his votes are based solely on personal principle and the needs of his district. Later, he reverses his position 
and alienates the President by voting with the Republicans against the health care bill, citing inadequate language to prevent funding for abortion. When Cao campaigns for re-election in 2010, he gets an eye-opening lesson in partisan politics and learns the hard way about the temporal nature of political friendships and the power of long-standing political alliances and traditions.
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About the Filmmaker

S. Leo Chiang (Director/Producer) is a Taiwan-born, San Francisco-based filmmaker. His latest documentary, Mr. Cao Goes To Washington, won the Inspiration Award at the 2012 Full Frame Film Festival. His previous film, the Emmy® Award-nominated A Village Called Versailles, about the transformation of the Vietnamese community in post-Katrina New Orleans, picked up eight film festival awards, aired on the PBS series Independent Lens, and has been acquired by more than 200 universities. His other films include To You Sweetheart, Aloha (PBS 2006), One + One (CINE Golden Eagle 2002), and Safe Journey. Leo received his MFA in film production from University of Southern California. He lectures in the Social Documentation program at University of California, Santa Cruz.

About the Center for Asian American Media

The Center for Asian American Media (CAAM) is a non-profit organization dedicated to presenting stories that convey the richness and diversity of Asian American experiences to the broadest audience possible by funding, producing, distributing and exhibiting works in film, television and digital media.
CAAM presents innovative, engaging Asian American works on public television. Since launching the groundbreaking Asian American anthology series “Silk Screen” (1982-1987) on PBS, CAAM continues to bring award-winning works to millions of viewers nationwide. CAAM is one of five minority public broadcasting consortia designated by the Corporation for Public Broadcasting (CPB) to provide programming for public broadcasting.

About PBS

PBS, with its nearly 360 member stations, offers all Americans the opportunity to explore new ideas and new worlds through television and online content. Each month, PBS reaches nearly 123 million people through television and more than 21 million people online, inviting them to experience the worlds of science, history, nature and public affairs; to hear diverse viewpoints; and to take front row seats to world-class drama and performances. PBS’ broad array of programs has been consistently honored by the industry’s most coveted award competitions. Teachers of children from pre-K through 12th grade turn to PBS for digital content and services that help bring classroom lessons to life. PBS’ premier children’s TV programming and its website, pbskids.org, are parents’ and teachers’ most trusted partners in inspiring and nurturing curiosity and love of learning in children. More information about PBS is available at www.pbs.org, one of the leading dot-org websites on the Internet, or by following PBS on Twitter, Facebook or through our apps for mobile devices. Specific program information and updates for press are available at pbs.org/pressroom or by following PBS Pressroom on Twitter.

Contact:

CaraMar Publicity
Mary Lugo		 	770-623-8190 		lugo@negia.net
Cara White		 	843-881-1480		cara.white@mac.com
Abbe Harris			908-233-7990		abbe@caramar.net

More information and photos are available at www.pbs.org/pressroom.
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