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Mustang – Journey Of Transformation

Mustang - Journey of Transformation

Released on iTunes

Link to: http://itunes.apple.com/WebObjects/MZStore.woa/wa/viewMovie?id=378729955&s=143441&uo=4
Narrated by Richard Gere, MUSTANG - JOURNEY OF TRANSFORMATION, is the remarkable story of a Tibetan culture pulled back from the brink of extinction through the restoration of its most sacred sites. 
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The Himalayan Kingdom of Mustang lies on a windswept plateau between Nepal and Tibet in one of the most remote regions in the world. Isolated both by geography and politics, Mustang––known as the Forbidden Kingdom––has been completely off limits to westerners for 50 years. Although Mustang is culturally and ethnically Tibetan, politically it is part of Nepal. At a time when Tibetan culture in Tibet is in danger of disappearing under China’s occupation, Mustang remains uniquely preserved. This starkly beautiful place is home to one of the last surviving repositories of Tibetan sacred art from the 14th century. To travel here is to journey into the past where one can witness ancient ways of life. 
In 1991 Nepal opened Mustang’s border to the outside world. What the first visitors found was shocking––the ancient monasteries were on the verge of collapse; the Buddhist wall paintings were disintegrating; the community was deeply impoverished. The people needed health care, education, and jobs. Surprisingly, the Raja’s first plea to outsiders offering help was to save the monasteries. The Raja understood… saving the art would save the people, for without cultural identity there is nothing. MUSTANG - JOURNEY OF TRANSFORMATION is a tale of hope and rebirth told by those who helped save the Forbidden Kingdom.

The film features interviews with the Dalai Lama; the Raja of Mustang; Luigi Fieni, the chief art conservator; world renowned architectural restoration specialist John Sanday, and Richard Blum, founder of the American Himalayan Foundation, the NGO that worked closely with the community to restore the monasteries and bring essential social services to the people. 

MUSTANG – JOURNEY OF TRANSFORMATION was produced and directed by Will Parrinello of the Mill Valley Film Group, director of the award winning films Emile Norman – By His Own Design, Dreaming of Tibet, Kerouac, Little Italy, and the Emmy Award winning environmental series Global Focus – The New Environmentalists. 

Running Time:  30 minutes

Producer / Director:


Will Parrinello

Writer:




Sarah Kass

Director of Photography:

Andrew Black

Editor:




Quinn Costello

Original Music:


Rich Kern & Steve Messina of

Blow Up Hollywood

Narrator:  



Richard Gere

MUSTANG By the Numbers:

Shooting Days:




17

Days on Horseback to Travel to Mustang:

  6

Days Director Had Ridden Before:


  0

Horses on Expedition:  



21

People on Expedition:  



17

Average Wind Speed in Knots: 


40 

Average Times Dal Bhat, the classic rice and 

lentil dish eaten per day:



  3

Numbers of Showers in 13 Days:  


  0

Buildings With Running Water in Lo Manthang:
  0

Buldings With Electricity in Lo Manthang:

  0

Height of Monastery Ceilings in Feet:

40
Festival Screenings

Aspen Short Film Festival

Ashland Independent Film Festival

Banff Mountain Film Festival (and World Tour)
EcoVision Palermo, Sicily

Flagstaff Film Festival 

Maui Film Festival 

Mill Valley Film Festival 

Mountainfilm Telluride

New Zealand Mountain Film Festival

Port Townsend Film Festival 

Sheffield Adventure Film Festival

Sundial Film Festival

Taos Mountain Film Festival

Tel Aviv Sprit Film Festival

Tibet Film Festival, Prague

Tribeca Film Festival

United Nations Association Film Festival 

Ushuaia International Mountain Film Festival, Argentina
Wild & Scenic Film Festival

Awards

Special Documentary Jury Award, EcoVision, Palermo

Audience Award World Cinema, Maui Film Festival 

Best Mountain Culture Film Award, Taos Mountain Film Festival

Best Documentary, Sundial Film Festival

Special Screenings 

San Francisco Asian Art Museum

Jewish Community Center of Santa Barbara in Association with UCSB as part of His Holiness the Dalai Lama's public talk.

Tibetan Voices in Exile Film Festival, New Delhi and Dharamsala, India to commemorate His Holiness the Dalai Lama's birthday. 
Filmmaker Bio
 Will Parrinello (Director/Producer) has made award-winning documentaries for 20 years. His producing and directing credits include Emile Norman — By His Own Design, a portrait of the iconoclastic, self-taught California artist; Dreaming of Tibet, an intimate portrait of three Tibetan exiles; Global Focus – The New Environmentalists, an Emmy Award winning series of half-hour films about grassroots environmental activists, hosted by Robert Redford, that airs on PBS and the Sundance Channel; Little Italy, an affectionate exploration of Italian American identity; and the feature length documentary Kerouac. Will shot and edited the P.O.V./ITVS production, In the Light of Reverence and was Director of Photography on the Academy Award nominated documentary Tell the Truth and Run: George Seldes and the American Press. 
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Contact: 



Will Parrinello: (office) 415-332-0300, ext. *15 (cell) 415-225-3910

willmvfg@gmail.com

*   *   *
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