MY SHAKESPEARE: ROMEO AND JULIET 

WITH BAZ LUHRMANN
MY SHAKESPEARE: ROMEO AND JULIET WITH BAZ LUHRMANN takes one of the greatest love stories ever written, one of Hollywood’s most exciting directors, one of Britain’s finest actors and one of the UK’s most diverse communities — and finds out what Romeo and Juliet means to a new generation. MY SHAKESPEARE airs on PBS Sunday, January 1, 2006, 9:30-11:00 p.m. ET.
Twenty non-actors from Harlesden, a predominantly Afro-Caribbean area of northwest London, stage a production of Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet at the Royal Academy of Dramatic Art (RADA) in London’s West End. The novice actors have just four weeks to explore Shakespeare’s great play of love and loss. Their raw experience revitalizes an ancient classic, and the enduring message of the play has strikingly unexpected resonance with the cast.
Baz Luhrmann (Moulin Rouge! and La Bohème) is the director of William Shakespeare’s Romeo+Juliet, a stunning film that starred Leonardo DiCaprio and Claire Danes. The movie brought Shakespeare to the MTV generation, but that was a decade ago. Luhrmann believes it’s time for a new interpretation of the world’s greatest story of love and loss. He throws down a challenge: make this play accessible to a young, sceptical generation.  

One of Britain’s finest black actors answers Luhrmann’s call. Paterson Joseph is an acclaimed film, TV and stage performer. He appeared in The Beach with DiCaprio, starred in long-running British TV series and is one of England’s finest Shakespearean actors.

Joseph is a man on a mission, an evangelist for acting and the energy it can release. Like many local kids, he didn’t “take” to school. A regular truant, his life was going nowhere until, almost by accident, he ended up at an audition. He was instantly hooked. Through acting Joseph tapped previously hidden reservoirs of self-confidence and found his “voice.” Acting changed his life and put him in touch with the artist he regards as the greatest writer of all time: William Shakespeare.

Joseph decides to take Romeo and Juliet back to his own community, Harlesden. He returns to this diverse area to rediscover the meaning of the play in the 21st century. Can this 500-year-old drama still speak to a young and sometimes cynical audience? And can this enduring work of art release the talent, vision and energy that lie within Harlesden? This is Mission Shakespeare; this is what MY SHAKESPEARE is all about.
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