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MASTERPIECE MYSTERY!
“Poirot” and “Agatha Christie’s Miss Marple, Series IV”
Sundays, June 21-July 26, 2009
9:00-10:30 p.m. ET on PBS

– David Suchet Returns as Poirot and Julia McKenzie Takes Over as Miss Marple –
	



	Julia McKenzie (left) takes over the role of Miss Marple and David Suchet (right) reprises his signature role as Belgian super sleuth Hercule Poirot.
Credits: (Left) ©ITV Plc/Neil Genower for MASTERPIECE;(right) ©ITV for MASTERPIECE


MASTERPIECE MYSTERY! continues to bring audiences the best in sleuthing adventures this summer when Hercule Poirot and Miss Marple return to PBS. “Poirot” and “Agatha Christie’s Miss Marple, Series IV” air Sundays, June 21-July 26, 2009, 9:00-10:30 p.m. ET on PBS.

Decades after writer Agatha Christie’s death (1976), both Poirot and Miss Marple remain two of her most enduring fictional characters, appearing not only in still-in-print collections, but in numerous films and television programs based on her books and short stories. The unlikely detectives — the Belgian-born super-sleuth Poirot with his walking stick and gloves, and the elderly spinster Miss Marple brandishing her knitting needles — are two of literature’s most popular creations. 

Brilliant character-actor David Suchet (“Henry VIII,” “The Way We Live Now”) returns to his signature role as Poirot in two new mysteries based on Christie’s novels. On holiday abroad, taking a countryside break or simply going about his business near his central London home, Poirot exercises his “little grey cells,” helping police investigate crimes and murders — whether they seek his help or not.

In “Cat Among the Pigeons” (6/21), Poirot tackles an intriguing and dangerous murder case involving international espionage, a Middle-Eastern revolution and a missing princess. The surviving heir to a Middle-Eastern throne is hidden away from revolutionaries in a small English girl’s school, but when — one by one — teachers are found murdered, it seems the school may not be such a haven for the princess after all. 

Mrs. McGinty, of “Mrs. McGinty’s Dead” (6/28), was killed by a brutal blow to the head. Her lodger James Bentley (Joe Absolom, “EastEnders”) is sentenced to hang for the murder. As Poirot joins forces with famed crime novelist Ariadne Oliver (Zoë Wanamaker, Harry Potter) to save Bentley from the gallows, he doesn’t realize his own life is in danger. The cast includes Amanda Root (“The Forsyte Saga,” “Persuasion”). 
In July, acclaimed British actress Julia McKenzie (“Cranford”) takes over the iconic role of Miss Marple in four new episodes of the fourth season of “Agatha Christie’s Miss Marple” series.
When Miss Marple learns in “A Pocket Full of Rye” (7/5) of the deaths of businessman Rex Fortescue (Kennetth Cranham, Valkyrie), his young wife, Adele, and their housemaid, Gladys, the circumstances vividly recall the nursery rhyme “Sing a Song of Sixpence.” Since Miss Marple had trained Gladys herself, she has a personal reason to investigate. Will her reasoning and deduction make sense of the rhyme and at last reveal the culprit? 

In “Murder Is Easy” (7/12), Miss Marple hears from a fellow railway passenger about a string of murders in a peaceful village town. When she learns that the passenger is involved in a tragic accident before making her report to the police, Miss Marple decides to investigate further to track down the killer, unearthing secrets about the village and its inhabitants. 

“They Do It With Mirrors” (7/19) features Miss Marple’s old friend Carrie-Louise (Penelope Wilton, Pride & Prejudice), who has been slowly poisoned by an unknown hand. Together with Carrie’s husband, Lewis Serrocold (Brian Cox, Troy), and sister Ruth van Rydock (Joan Collins, “Dynasty”), Miss Marple must race to find the culprit and save her friend from a mysterious menace. 

In “Why Didn’t They Ask Evans?” (7/26), a young adventurer, the sole witness to a dying man’s enigmatic last words, seeks to solve the riddle they pose by forming an unlikely alliance with Miss Marple and a beautiful socialite. Together, they must navigate a hotbed of stifled emotion, murder, treachery and poisonous deceit to reveal the devastating truth. 

■ The MASTERPIECE Web site, pbs.org/masterpiece, contains episode information, archives, features, teacher’s guides, learning resources, literary timelines, streaming video and more.

Underwriters: Public Television Viewers and PBS 

Co-producers: ITV Productions and WGBH Boston in association with Agatha Christie Ltd., a Chorion Company
Executive producer: Rebecca Eaton

Format: CC Stereo DVI Letterbox

Online: pbs.org/masterpiece
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CONTACTS: Ellen Dockser, WGBH, 617-300-5338; ellen_dockser@wgbh.org 
Olivia Wong, WGBH, 617-300-5349; olivia_wong@wgbh.org 
For images and additional up-to-date information on this and other PBS programs, visit PBS PressRoom at www.pbs.org/pressroom.
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