NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC’S STRANGE DAYS ON PLANET EARTH
“Most Dangerous Catch” and “Dirty Secrets”

Wednesday, April 23, 2008
9:00-11:00 p.m. ET
– Edward Norton Returns as Host of Two-Part Series About Earth’s Water System –

A series of seemingly unrelated events and issues is bubbling up from the depths of the world’s water supply, forcing scientists and investigators to sleuth out solutions to some bizarre mysteries. What connection does over-fishing in Ghana have to a stench that occasionally overwhelms the coastal villages of Namibia? Why are majestic seabirds starving on remote Pacific Islands? What could be causing the flesh of the striped bass, America’s most iconic fish, to melt? The cyclical causes and effects of these problems and the search for answers are chronicled in two new hours of NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC’S STRANGE DAYS ON PLANET EARTH, narrated by actor and environmentalist Edward Norton. The program airs Wednesday, April 23, 2008, 9:00-11:00 p.m. ET on PBS.
The acclaimed National Geographic series dives into the health of the world’s water system. Filmed around the world, the two new episodes, “Most Dangerous Catch” and “Dirty Secrets,” follow teams of scientists as they investigate puzzling phenomena in fresh and sea water. These high-tech detective stories, with the fate of the planet at stake, expose some surprising links among catastrophic environmental events around the world. The series aims to deepen viewers’ understanding of these complex issues and inspire all people to take action. 

“Our goal with STRANGE DAYS is to help people understand that no environmental issue stands on its own,” said Mark Shelley, executive director of the Sea Studios Foundation, producer of the program. “Every issue the planet faces, even one as seemingly distant to our lives as the increased trade of bushmeat in Ghana, has ripple effects for all species — including ours — around the world.” 
Series host Edward Norton, an award-winning actor, writer and director, is a dedicated environmental activist. He founded the BP Solar Neighbors Program, which helps low-income families reduce their energy costs through the use of solar power. His involvement in STRANGE DAYS confirms his commitment to preserving the planet and its resources. 
· “Most Dangerous Catch”  In the West African nation of Ghana, olive baboons are ransacking crops and terrorizing villagers. Further down the coast in Namibia, a once rich fishing ground is struggling to recover as putrid fumes are exploding from the ocean depths, spewing greenhouse gases into the air. These and other events are linked to one activity — over-fishing. It has become increasingly clear that our massive demands on the ocean are affecting life far beyond the shoreline, including Earth’s own life-support systems. Can we reduce fishing pressures, restore fish stocks and protect ocean habitats in time to safeguard the health of life in the sea and on land and ultimately our own?
· “Dirty Secrets”  Scientists and citizens across the world are scrambling to solve a set of disturbing mysteries unfolding along the shores of rivers, estuaries, islands and the sea. Striped bass are succumbing to flesh-eating bacteria in the Chesapeake Bay. Majestic seabirds are starving in Hawai’i. Coral reefs are weakening under a growing assault of invisible contaminants. Meanwhile, a known hormone-disrupting chemical is showing up in streams, rivers and other bodies of water across the U.S., potentially jeopardizing the health of animals and humans. These mysteries share a similar culprit. Something is amiss in our water supply, and experts are racing against the clock to find clues and devise lasting solutions.
NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC’S STRANGE DAYS ON PLANET EARTH will be complemented by materials for educators and a comprehensive Web site at pbs.org/strangedays.
National Geographic Television (NGT) is the documentary TV production arm of the National Geographic Society, known around the world for its remarkable visuals and compelling stories. The society is one of the largest global scientific and educational organizations, supporting field science on every continent. In 1963, NGT broke ground by broadcasting on American network television the first moving pictures from the summit of Everest. Since then, NGT has continued to push technology to its limits to bring great stories to television audiences worldwide, earning 129 Emmy Awards and nearly 1,000 other industry accolades. 
Sea Studios Foundation was created to increase the public’s understanding of and participation in science and environmental causes. To meet its goal, the foundation produces projects based on a new strategy to integrate traditional forms of media, such as television, the Internet and informal learning institutions. Research is beginning to show that media integration can be an effective tool for moving people to awareness and then to action. The foundation was formed in 1996 as a non-profit 501(c) (3) organization and has offices in Monterey, California.
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