FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE




CONTACT:
Alanna Zahn











(202) 775-6725











azahn@ngs.org











Eileen Campion











(212) 966-4600











eileen@derapr.com

NEW NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC SPECIAL 

GOES INSIDE U.S. SPECIAL FORCES

FOR A RARE BEHIND-THE-SCENES TOUR OF DUTY

“Inside Special Forces” Premieres 

Wednesday, Nov. 5, 2003, at 8 p.m. ET/PT on PBS

WASHINGTON (Oct. 28, 2003)—In a continuing series of National Geographic Specials that step inside the private worlds of some very public organizations, “Inside Special Forces” looks deep inside the past and present of unconventional warfare. From the dawning days of the American republic, through to the present in Afghanistan and Iraq, the U.S. Special Forces are ready to win, no matter what it takes. “Inside Special Forces” premieres Nov. 5, 2003, at 

8 p.m. ET/PT on PBS.  


Since 1961 the U.S. Special Forces, also known as the Green Berets, have been trained in stealth and sabotage to undertake some of the most dangerous missions in warfare. Elite training and close ranks traditionally make Special Forces a secret society, but that is changing in the face of modern war. The Operational Detachment Alpha 574, also known as ODA 574, opens up to National Geographic cameras and allows rare and candid access.


“There is another type of warfare, new in its intensity, ancient in its origins. War by guerrillas, by subversives, insurgents, assassins. War by ambush instead of by combat, by infiltration instead of aggression, seeking victory by eroding and exhausting the enemy instead of engaging him” are words that could have been spoken today. But it is a quote from John F. Kennedy, who as president in 1960 saw the Special Forces as a key weapon in the Cold War battles to contain communism.


Their first assignment: Vietnam, for better or worse. Small teams of Green Berets went to southeast Asia to help train a local tribal minority to fight against Vietnamese communist insurgents. Other special operations missions in Vietnam proved these units’ skill in battle but earned them a reputation — that of renegade loners — that did not always sit well with high command or the public.
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Later a highly publicized failure marred their reputation. Iran, 1979. Fifty-two Americans were taken hostage. A tragic, fiery crash between a cargo plane and a helicopter killed eight soldiers.  


Special Forces’ work is dangerous. They are often the first into unstable zones around the world.  Three weeks after 9-11, Special Forces were already in Afghanistan, training Northern Alliance forces and working to create other Afghan rebel armies. ODA 574 suffered its own losses in Afghanistan before returning to the U.S., only to be called months later to a new conflict: Iraq.


Four decades after the creation of U.S. Special Forces and after a mixed history of success and failure, today’s units are well funded and their brand of warfare is considered indispensable. Today they are engaged in the search for Saddam Hussein and others from his regime. “Man-hunting is a tough mission,” says Special Forces historian Gordon McCormick. “It requires high resolution and actionable intelligence.”  

ODA 574 soldiers allowed National Geographic to accompany them through the streets of Baghdad as they follow up on a tip from an informant. They enter an abandoned house and find evidence that suggests a factory for bombs. Perhaps what they have found is a training school for Saddam loyalists or other terrorists? More investigation is required.

Around the world, elite irregular warfare units are now common. In Thailand, in France, in the U.K. and in Russia, Special Forces attempt to rescue hostages, conduct counter-terrorism and battle insurgents. Mobile, compact and deadly, the world’s Special Forces are in some ways the mirror image of their enemies: willing to sacrifice for victory.
“Inside Special Forces” was produced by Richard Mackenzie for National Geographic Television & Film. Michael Rosenfeld in the senior executive producer for the Specials; John Bredar is the executive producer.

National Geographic Television & Film (NGT&F) is a wholly owned subsidiary of National Geographic Ventures, which also manages National Geographic’s businesses in interactive, online, merchandising, travel expeditions and related businesses. Building on its global reputation for remarkable visuals and compelling stories, NGT&F augments its award- winning documentary productions (122 Emmy Awards and more than 800 industry awards) with feature films, large-format films and long-form television drama and documentary programming.
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Worldwide, National Geographic’s television programming can be seen on the National Geographic Channel, MSNBC and PBS, home video and DVD, and through international broadcast syndication. The National Geographic Channel is received by more than 200 million households in 25 languages in 146 countries, including the United States. For more information about NGT&F, log on to nationalgeographic.com

PBS, headquartered in Alexandria, Va., is a private, nonprofit media enterprise owned and operated by the nation’s 349 public television stations. Serving nearly 100 million each week, PBS enriches the lives of all Americans through quality programs and education services on noncommercial television, the Internet and other media. More information about PBS is available at www.pbs.org.
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