2007 NATIONAL MEMORIAL DAY CONCERT

BIOGRAPHIES
Gary Sinise 
Gary Sinise's portrayal of Lt. Dan in Forest Gump made him a mainstream movie star and earned him nominations for an Academy Award and a Screen Actors Guild Award.   He received the Best Supporting Actor Award from the National Board of Review and the Commander's Award from the Disabled American Veterans.  He then went on to take starring roles in the acclaimed Apollo 13 opposite Tom Hanks and Kevin Bacon; the thriller Ransom with Mel Gibson and Rene Russo; and in Brian DePalma's Snake Eyes.  Currently, Sinise is starring as Det. Mack “Mac” Taylor in CBS’s CSI: New York.  He was recently seen on the big screen in The Forgotten with Julianne Moore and The Human Stain opposite Anthony Hopkins, Nicole Kidman and Ed Harris.  Over the past three years, Sinise has traveled to Iraq twice and Afghanistan in support of the troops, returning to Iraq for a third time this May.  He has also started the “Operation Iraqi Children” where schools in the U.S. can go to www.operationiraqichildren.org and learn how to organize their own drive to collect supplies for the children of Iraq.  He also serves as spokesperson for the Disabled Veterans for Life Memorial Foundation (ADVLM), which is building a memorial for America’s 3 million living disabled military veterans.  At the age of 18, the Chicago native co-founded The Steppenwolf Theatre Company of Chicago, where he served as Artistic Director for seven years.  He has since starred in over a dozen productions at the renowned theatre.  In 1982, Mr. Sinise directed the landmark production of Sam Shepard's True West at Steppenwolf and in New York, where he won an Obie Award for directing.  In 1996, he also directed Sam Shepard's Buried Child where in a successful run on Broadway, it was nominated for five Tony's, including one for best director.  He has also made his mark as a film director with Of Mice and Men with John Malkovich, and Miles From Home starring Richard Gere, Kevin Anderson, Helen Hunt and John Malkovich. On television, he has starred in Path To War on HBO, Showtime’s That Championship Season and an award-winning performance in Truman (Golden Globe, CableACE and Screen Actors Guild), among many other productions.

Joe Mantegna   
Joe Mantegna has received critical acclaim for his award-winning and highly praised performances on the stage and in numerous film and television productions.   He was awarded the Tony and Joseph Jefferson Awards for his role in David Mamet's Pulitzer Prize-winning play Glengarry Glen Ross.  His long-standing association with Mamet includes the premieres of A Life in the Theatre, The Disappearance of the Jews and Speed The Plow on Broadway.  Mantegna has also directed a highly lauded production of Mamet's Lakeboat which enjoyed a successful theatrical run in Los Angeles and he later directed the film version starring Peter Falk, Robert Forester, Andy Garcia, Charles Durning, Denis Leary and George Wendt.  In the world of film, he has starred in over 80 films, among them The Godfather III, Alice, Celebrity, Liberty Heights, Bugsy, Forget Paris, Uncle Nino, Nine Lives, Searching for Bobby Fisher and Baby's Day Out.  He starred in the critically acclaimed Mamet films House of Games, Homicide, and Things Change, for 
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which he received the Best Actor Award at the Venice Film Festival.   Always the baseball fan, Joe 
conceived and co-wrote the Off-Broadway play Bleacher Bums, which earned him an Emmy when it was subsequently produced for television.   For his work in the HBO special The Rat Pack, he was nominated for both an Emmy and a Golden Globe Award for his portrayal of Dean Martin and received another Emmy nomination for his role of Pippi De Lena in the CBS mini-series, The Last Don.   In 2002, Mantegna starred in the CBS series First Monday, and in the 2004/2005 season the CBS series Joan of Arcadia. For the last 17 years, he has been the voice of Fat Tony on the Fox series The Simpsons. In 2004, Mantegna was named Chairperson for the National Salute to Hospitalized Veterans by the Department of Veterans Affairs.  This organization helps focus public attention on VA medical centers with the goal of increasing the number of VA volunteers.   Born and raised in Chicago, he now lives in Los Angeles.  For more information, visit www.joemantegna.com.
Natalie Cole

Natalie Cole’s stunning new album Leavin’ is truly an inspiring piece of work that finds Cole proudly revealing her soulful roots after a decade during which she enjoyed unprecedented global success as an interpreter of the standards.  The 8-time Grammy Award winner now has a whopping lifetime album sales figure that tops 30 million worldwide.  On Leavin’, a collaboration with famed R&B producer Dallas Austin, the chart-topping vocalist has managed to make an eclectic collection of cover songs her own, including a vivid update of the 1972 Aretha Franklin classic Day Dreaming (Cole received a 2007 Grammy nomination) to more surprising covers from contemporary artists including imaginative interpretations of songs by Fiona Apple (Criminal), Shelby Lynne (Leavin’), as well as Neil Young’s classic Old Man, and the Isley Brothers’ Don’t Say Goodnight (It’s Time For Love).  Cole, the daughter of the late great Nat “King” Cole, first made her own name with a series of albums for Capitol Records in the Seventies and early Eighties.  Albums like Inseparable, Natalie, Thankful and Unpredictable included an impressive stream of hit songs, including five number one hits on the Black Singles chart: This Will Be (An Everlasting Love), Inseparable, Sophisticated Lady (She’s A Different Lady), I’ve Got Love On My Mind and Our Love.  In 1975, Cole won a Grammy for Best New Artist and Best Female R&B Vocal Performance.  In 1976, she won Best Female R&B Vocal Performance for Sophisticated Lady (She’s A Different Lady).  In the 1980’s, Natalie went on to record more hits like Miss You Like Crazy and a smash cover of Bruce Springsteen’s Pink Cadillac.  Cole’s career again took a major turn with the release of Unforgettable: With Love, an album that went to number one on the Billboard Album charts and won the Grammy Awards for Album Of The Year and Best Traditional Pop Vocal Performance, while the song Unforgettable, which used groundbreaking technology to allow Cole to duet with her late father’s voice, received the Grammy for Record Of The Year.  Following this release, Cole’s career took a jazzier turn, and her recordings won further Grammy accolades during the Nineties, including Best Jazz Vocal for Take A Look in 1993 and Best Pop Collaboration with Vocals for When I Fall In Love in 1996.  Now once again with Leavin’, Cole has taken a great creative leap forward only this time in a direction that feels both familiar and fresh. 

Jimmy Smits
Proving that versatility is as important as skill in the acting profession, Jimmy Smits has built a career that allows him to move effortlessly between film, television and stage.  The eleven-time Emmy Award nominated and four-time Golden Globe nominated actor recently signed to star in as well as executive produce a drama for CBS.  El Sendero Productions, Smits’ own shingle, has also set up two separate and different projects.  Smits will also be seen in the upcoming feature film The Jane Austen Book Club.  In 2006, Smits completed his role in the long-running and critically-acclaimed NBC series The West Wing as President Matthew Santos.  A second generation American, Smits is a native of Brooklyn and traces his roots to Puerto Rico as well as Surinam, South America.  Smits’ filmography includes such early works as 
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Peter Hyams’ Running Scared with Gregory Hines and Billy Crystal, Old Gringo with Gregory Peck and Jane Fonda, Blake Edwards’ comedy Switch, and the critically acclaimed My Family/Mi Familia, directed by Gregory Nava, Carlos Ávila’s  Price of Glory, Chuck Russell’s thriller Bless The Child opposite Kim Basinger, and George Lucas’ Star Wars:  Attack of the Clones and Star Wars: Episode II– Revenge of the Sith.  Smits has a special fondness for the theater.  He starred on Broadway in 2004 as the romantic new arrival in a Cuban-American cigar factory in Nilo Cruz’s Pulitzer Prize-winning play Anna in the Tropics, proceeded by New York Public Theatre’s Shakespeare in the Park presentations of Much Ado About Nothing (2004) and Twelfth Night (2002).  Taking his dedication to the arts to the next level, he is also an active member of the New York Public Theatre’s Board of Directors.  He received six consecutive Emmy nominations for his role as Victor Sifuentes on L.A. Law, winning the Emmy in 1990, five Emmy nominations for his role as Bobby Simone on the critically acclaimed, Emmy-winning drama, NYPD Blue.  In his free time, Smits has involved himself in various charitable organizations and has consistently been a strong advocate for education.   In 1997, he co-founded the National Hispanic Foundation for the Arts (NHFA), to promote Hispanic talent in the performing arts.  Other organizations Smits is involved with include Red Cross, NY Cares, Colorectal Cancer, St. Jude’s Foundation, The Fulfillment Fund, United Way, and many more.

Bonnie Hunt
Bonnie Hunt is a versatile writer, director, producer and actress in film, television and theater - who has always given the audience something to think about.  Growing up in one of Chicago's blue-collar neighborhoods, Hunt pursued an acting career while simultaneously working as an oncology nurse.  She began performing at Second City and from there made her way into feature films.  Hunt's television accomplishments include five prime time series, three in which she wrote, produced and starred, making her the first person to do so in television history. Those series include: The Building; the ensemble comedy featured Hunt and her Second City colleagues; and two more critically acclaimed series, The Bonnie Hunt Show for CBS; and Life with Bonnie for ABC.  In film, Hunt portrayed Renée Zellweger's sister in Jerry Maguire, Tom Hanks’ wife in The Green Mile and was in Random Hearts with Harrison Ford.  She also had starring roles in Jumanji, Only You, Cheaper by the Dozen 1 & 2 and the family hits Beethoven and Beethoven's 2nd.  Hunt wrote, directed and starred in the critically acclaimed film, Return to Me for MGM.  She has also lent her voice to the Disney/Pixar animated hits A Bug's Life, Monsters, Inc. and Cars.  Hunt has starred in the independent films Stolen Summer, Loggerheads and the soon to be released I Want Someone To Eat Cheese With.  She is currently working on her own syndicated talk show for Telepictures scheduled to start in the fall of 2008.

Josh Turner 
A legend in the making, Josh Turner has quickly become one of the most respected and beloved artists in country music.  His breath-taking baritone has earned him comparisons to icons Johnny Cash and George Jones.  Combine his vocal and writing talent and you begin to understand why the charmer from South Carolina has become a staple at country radio with back to back multi-week number one hits.  With the release of his debut album Long Black Train, the self-penned title track sold over 1 million units making Turner a household name for country fans.  Follow that with his sophomore effort on MCA, Your Man, now certified double platinum and you have a bonafide country superstar.  With two Grammy nominations and three ACM nominations to his credit thus far in 2007, it is clear that Turner’s peers have come to recognize and appreciate his talent.  With rave reviews from tough critics and appearances on Good Morning America, Jimmy Kimmel Live, Martha and a performance on Today to kick off their summer concert series, Turner continues to bring his brand of classic country to the masses.
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General Colin L. Powell, USA (Ret.)   

One of the most respected statesmen in U.S. history, General Colin L. Powell, USA (Ret.) has appeared in the National Memorial Day Concert multiple times from 1991 to 2006.  General Powell became the 65th Secretary of State in January 2001 and served in that role until January 2005.  Before becoming Secretary of State, Powell served as a key aide to the Secretary of Defense and as National Security Advisor to President Reagan.  He also served 35 years in the United States Army, rising to the rank of Four-Star General and serving as Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff (1989 – 1993).  During this time, he oversaw 28 crises including the Panama intervention of 1989 and Operation Desert Storm in the 1991 Persian Gulf War.  He went on to lead the State Department in major efforts to solve regional and civil conflicts – in the Middle East; in Sudan, Congo and Liberia; in the Balkans, Northern Ireland and elsewhere.  Born in New York City on April 5, 1937, General Powell was raised in the South Bronx.  His parents, Luther and Maud Powell, immigrated to the United States from Jamaica.  General Powell was educated in the New York City public schools, graduating from Morris High School and the City College of New York (CCNY), where he earned a bachelor's degree in geology.  He also participated in ROTC at CCNY and received a commission as an Army second lieutenant upon graduation in June, 1958.  His further academic achievements include a Master of Business Administration degree from George Washington University.  General Powell is the recipient of numerous U.S. military awards and decorations including the Defense Distinguished Service Medal (with 3 Oak Leaf Clusters), the Army Distinguished 
Service Medal (with Oak Leaf Cluster), Defense Superior Service Medal, Legion of Merit (with Oak Leaf Cluster), Soldier's Medal, Bronze Star Medal and the Purple Heart.  General Powell's civilian awards include two Presidential Medals of Freedom, the President's Citizens Medal, the Congressional Gold Medal and the Secretary of Energy Distinguished Service Medal.  He has received awards from over two dozen countries including a French Legion of Honor and an honorary knighthood bestowed by H.M. Queen Elizabeth II of Great Britain.  General Powell is the author of the best-selling autobiography My American Journey.
Dianne Wiest

Dianne Wiest has appeared in five Woody Allen films: The Purple Rose of Cairo; September; Radio Days; Hannah and her Sisters and Bullets Over Broadway.  Ms. Wiest received her first Academy Award for Best Supporting Actress for Hannah and her Sisters.  In 1995, she was recognized by virtually every critics association, as well as the Motion Picture Academy, who again awarded her Best Supporting Actress for her performance as Helen Sinclaire in Bullets Over Broadway.  This was her second Oscar and third nomination.  Ms. Wiest made her feature film debut in 1980 in It’s My Turn.  Subsequent films include I’m Dancing As Fast As I Can, Falling In Love, Edward Scissorhands, Little Man Tate and Parenthood, the film for which she received her second Oscar nomination.  She began her career touring with the American Shakespeare Company, earning the Obie, Clarence Darwent and Theatre World awards for Best Actress for her performance in The Art of Dining in 1983.  She made her stage directorial debut with Not About Heroes at the Williamstown Playhouse in 1985.  In 1996, Ms. Wiest was honored at the Sundance Film Festival with the Piper Heidseick Award.  That year she also co-starred in Mike Nichols’s hit The Birdcage with Robin Williams, Nathan Lane and Gene Hackman.  In 1998, Dianne appeared in Robert Redford’s The Horse Whisperer.  Recently she has appeared in the films in Sam I Am with Sean Penn and will soon be seen in Peter Hedges’ Dan In Real Life.  Her television credits include a British adaptation of the Grimm fairy tales entitled The Tenth Kingdom and in the television movies The Simple Life of Noah Dearborn (Emmy nomination) and Not Afraid, Not Afraid.  She will also be appearing in the HBO series In Treatment.  Wiest first appeared in The National Memorial Day Concert in 2006.
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Charles Durning  
Charles Durning is one of America’s premier character actors.  After his heroic participation in World War II, where he earned three Purple Hearts and the Silver Star for valor, Durning spent the next four decades making his mark in theater, film and television.  In 1973, he was cast in a breakthrough supporting role in George Roy Hill’s The Sting.  Nominated for two Academy Awards, five Emmy awards and the winner of a Tony Award, he continues to delight audiences and critics alike.  Durning’s stage work includes his critically acclaimed 1997 return to Broadway starring opposite Julie Harris in the revival of The Gin Game and an equally impressive performance in the revival of the Pulitzer prize-winning play Glengarry Glen Ross.  His most recent appearance was opposite Dianne Wiest in Third, Wendy Wasserstein’s last play at the Lincoln Center, for which he won the Lucille Lortell Award.  He won a Tony for his portrayal of Big Daddy in the 1990 Broadway revival of Tennessee Williams’ Cat on a Hot Tin Roof.  In 2001, he played the role of Pappy O’Daniel in the comedy O Brother, Where Art Thou? and also appeared in the movie State and Main.  Durning's additional motion picture credits include One Fine Day, Spy Hard, The Hudsucker Proxy, Dick Tracy, True Confessions, The Greek Tycoon, Sharkey's Machine, Dog Day Afternoon, Home for the Holidays and The Grass Harp.  Recent projects include A Boyfriend for Christmas, A Very Married Christmas, Forget About It and Desperation.  Durning has a recurring role on Rescue Me, the critically acclaimed drama on FX Networks.  In 2006, he was also nominated for an Emmy for a Guest Role on CBS’ NCIS.  A series regular on television’s Evening Shade with Burt Reynolds, Durning’s other television work includes roles in The Kennedys of Massachusetts, Death of a Salesman, Dinner at Eight and Mrs. Santa Claus, as well as the narration for Not for Ourselves Alone: 
The Story of Elizabeth Cady Stanton & Susan B. Anthony.  His notable guest appearances on television include recurring roles on Everybody Loves Raymond, The Practice, Cybill and Early Edition. 
CeCe Winans
Finding the beauty of God's well of inspiration in both the sacred and the secular, six-time Grammy winner CeCe Winans seamlessly segues from R&B to pop to deeply felt gospel fervor showcasing the crystalline vocals, celestial melodies, and top-shelf musical elements that have made her one of the most popular, and influential, artists working in contemporary gospel music.  Born in Detroit, Michigan, CeCe Winans was the eighth of ten children in the Winans, one of gospel music's most renowned musical families.  She worked with her brother, BeBe, in a duo called the PTL Singers until the pair began performing as BeBe & CeCe Winans in 1987, becoming one of the most commercially successful gospel artists ever.  Her first solo album, Alone In His Presence, is platinum certified and took home a Grammy for Best Contemporary Soul Gospel Album in 1995.  CeCe's next solo outing, 1998's Everlasting Love, became the nation's number one Top Gospel Album, a feat repeated with 1999's Alabaster Box and 2004's Throne Room , both certified gold.  She took home a Best Contemporary Soul Gospel Album Grammy in 1991 for Different Lifestyles, as CeCe & BeBe Winans.  Other Grammy wins for CeCe Winans include Best Gospel Performance, Female (1989 for Don't Cry) and Best Soul Gospel Performance, Female (1987 for For Always).
Jane Monheit

Growing up in Oakdale, Long Island within a musical family, acclaimed jazz singer Jane Monheit studied clarinet and theory while acting and singing in local theater productions.  She was 17 when she began formal training at the Manhattan School of Music.  In 2000, Jane released her debut album Never Never Land with accompaniment by such notables as pianist Kenny Barron, bassist Ron Carter and saxophonist David Newman.  The album remained on the Billboard Jazz chart for over a year and was voted Best Debut Recording by members of the Jazz Journalists Association.  In 2001, Jane’s second 
album Come Dream with Me entered the chart at number one.  It included the Judy Garland classic Over 
the Rainbow, today a favorite among Monheit fans the world over, and was included on the soundtrack
(more)
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for the film Sky Captain and the World of Tomorrow.  Monheit made her major label debut in September 2004 with Taking a Chance on Love on Sony Classical.  An expression of the singer’s passion for Thirties and Forties movie musicals, it included a duet with Michael Bublé on I Won’t Dance, along with her personal interpretations of timeless favorites like Love Me or Leave Me, Dancing in the Dark and Embraceable You.  Dancing in the Dark was nominated for a Grammy Award for Best Instrumental Arrangement Accompanying Vocals and Taking a Chance on Love has remained on the Billboard Top 10 jazz chart since its release.  The Season, Monheit’s first holiday-themed collection, her first co-production and her debut on the Epic label, is the fifth studio album of her career featuring her renditions of 11 favorite holiday songs including Merry Christmas Darling and Sleigh Ride.  Her most recent album, Surrender, was released in April and is her first for Concord.  It debuted at number one on Billboard’s Jazz charts.  In a review of her performance at London’s Royal Festival Hall, The Guardian wrote: “Jane Monheit has so many natural gifts – a phenomenal ear, wide vocal range, rhythmic poise and musical ingenuity – but perhaps the most precious of these gifts is restraint.  It is fatally easy for a virtuoso singer to reduce a beautiful song to rubble.  Monheit decorates a melody, lights up a lyric, but never loses the essential thread of the song itself.”
Erich Kunzel 
Erich Kunzel’s distinguished career is personified by his 2006 National Medal of Arts, presented by President and Mrs. Bush in a ceremony in the Oval Office at the White House.  The National Medal of Arts, the highest honor given to artists and arts patrons by the United States Government, is awarded to those who have made outstanding contributions to the excellence, growth, support and availability of the arts in the United States.  July 2007 marks the 50th anniversary of his professional debut in 1957 with the Santa Fe Opera Company.  In a remarkable 42-year association in Cincinnati, Erich Kunzel’s accomplishments are almost too numerous to list.  It was in October 1965, that the music director of the Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra invited Kunzel to conduct an “8 O’Clock Pops” concert at Music Hall.  That sold-out concert was the beginning of a relationship with concert audiences that inspired the establishment of the Cincinnati Pops Orchestra in 1977 with Erich Kunzel as its conductor.  The Cincinnati Pops is firmly established as one of the world's most active classical pops ensembles, maintaining a year-round performing and recording schedule and reaching music lovers worldwide through tour performances, television specials and best-selling Telarc recordings.  Maestro Kunzel’s credits include an unprecedented catalog of 83 Pops recordings on the Telarc label; seven nationally televised Pops specials on PBS; and national and international appearances with the Pops including 10 Carnegie Hall concerts, two tours to Taiwan, three tours to Japan and an historic tour to China.  Erich Kunzel is the most successful Billboard Classical Crossover recording artist in history.  In 1991, Billboard named him the Classical Crossover Artist of the Year for an unprecedented fourth consecutive year.  Of the 83 Cincinnati Pops Telarc releases, 54 have appeared on either the Classical Crossover or Classical Billboard charts.  "When it comes to topping the charts, no orchestra does it better than the Cincinnati Pops," said Ohio Magazine.  Dubbed the "Prince of Pops" by the Chicago Tribune, Maestro Kunzel has appeared in more than 100 performances with the Chicago Symphony Orchestra at the Ravinia Festival, where he holds the record for attendance - 22,000.  Since 1991, Maestro Kunzel has led the National Symphony on the lawn of the U.S. Capitol for PBS’s nationally televised Memorial Day and Fourth of July concerts.  In 1996, the Fourth of July concert drew a record crowd of nearly a million people to the Capitol, as well as the largest viewing audience for a musical event in PBS history.  Erich Kunzel is a regular guest conductor with orchestras around the world.  Educated at Dartmouth, Harvard and Brown 
Universities, Kunzel studied with and was personal assistant to Pierre Monteux.  Last year, he was elected into Phi Beta Kappa, America’s oldest honor society, at his Alma Mater Dartmouth.  By 1970, when Arthur Fiedler invited him to conduct the Boston Pops for the first time, Mr. Kunzel’s commitment to "pops" was assured.  For more information, visit: www.erichkunzel.com. 
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The National Symphony Orchestra   
The National Symphony Orchestra of the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts, under the music direction of Leonard Slatkin, is recognized not only nationally but internationally as well, and is considered one of the world's finest ensembles.  The Orchestra, in its 76th season (2006-2007), maintains a busy concert schedule in this country and abroad, performing approximately 175 concerts each season, including a classical subscription series, pops concerts, a summer series at Wolf Trap, and one of the nation’s most varied and extensive educational programs.  The National Symphony is particularly distinguished for its commitment to the music and musicians of this country, exemplified through several innovative projects, among them the American Residency program, which has so far taken the National Symphony to 17 states performing concerts and providing educational services, with all proceeds benefiting artistic organizations in the local states.  Another key initiative is the National Conducting Institute, a groundbreaking training opportunity for gifted conductors.  Through the John and June Hechinger Commissioning Fund, the Orchestra has commissioned more than 60 works by American composers; two have earned Pulitzer Prizes, and the series also includes cycles of fanfares and encores, which, taken as a whole, are representative of the diverse influences in American composition today.  The Orchestra provides free public concerts on the West Lawn of the U.S. Capitol, as well as at other venues around the Washington, DC area.   For more information on the National Symphony’s programs, please visit www.nationalsymphony.org.
Jerry Colbert 
In 1981, Executive Producer Jerry Colbert presented the first PBS Fourth of July concert with the National Symphony Orchestra and guest artists performing live from the West Lawn of the U.S. Capitol.  In 1990, he introduced the National Memorial Day Concert.  Since then, both holiday specials have become among the highest-rated performance programs on PBS.  In addition to his annual work on these concerts, Colbert has produced Mr.Justice Brennan, Sister Adrian, the Mother Teresa of Scranton, The Regulators: Our Invisible Government and H.R. 6161: An Act of Congress.  Colbert was previously deputy director of the Center for Understanding Media in New York.  

Walter Miller   
Producer Walter Miller is recognized as America’s leading live director and producer with credits including television’s top awards shows, such as the Grammy Awards, Country Music Awards, The People’s Choice Awards, Tony Awards, American Comedy Awards, The Emmy Awards, Daytime Emmy Awards and Golden Globe Awards.  In 1999, he won an Emmy for producing the Tony Awards. For Liberty Weekend: Americana Music Concert, Miller received the Directors Guild of America Award for Outstanding Director.  He has won additional Emmys for S’Wonderful, S’Marvelous, S’Gershwin, a special with Jack Lemmon and Fred Astaire and Annie, The Women In A Life Of A Man.  His live musical concert credits include Concert of the Americas with Frank Sinatra in addition to A Capitol Fourth and the National Memorial Day Concert. 

Paul Miller 
Paul Miller has been directing television since 1982, with credits including three seasons each as director of Saturday Night Live and In Living Color.  In 1999, he won an Emmy for directing the Tony Awards, and 
also received the Outstanding Television Director of the Year Award from the Directors Guild of America.  Miller has directed the Country Music Awards for the last ten years. His recent credits include Blue Collar 
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TV and Jeff Foxworthy’s Big Night Out.  In addition, Paul is directing An American Celebration at Ford's Theatre for the sixth time.  On July 4, 1993, Paul teamed professionally with his father, Walter Miller, for A Capitol Fourth and has directed both the National Memorial Day Concert and A Capitol Fourth.   Paul Miller is a partner in RickMill Productions, a Hollywood based entertainment company that has produced numerous series for Comedy Central as well as specials for HBO and Showtime.   

Nicolas Noxon
Writer/producer Nicolas Noxon has specialized in television programs dealing with history, science and the natural world.  Noxon has produced television specials and series in association with ABC, David Wolper, Columbia Pictures Television, Metromedia, MGM, Survival Anglia, Time-Life and National Geographic Television.  His productions have won virtually every award in television including several Emmys and numerous international honors.  Noxon has long been associated with the National Geographic Specials, a series which has aired on the three major commercial networks and which also have been by far the most popular group of programs ever aired on PBS.  Over the years the Specials have won more than 400 awards including 58 Emmys, four George Foster Peabody awards and two Dupont Columbia awards for Broadcast Journalism.  In 1967 he became co-founder of the Documentary Department at MGM, the first and only such organization in a major movie studio.  Then, in 1986, he took part in Robert Ballard’s expedition to explore the wreck of the Titanic. The film that resulted, “Secrets Of The Titanic” was for years the best-selling documentary released on videocassette and the original inspiration for James Cameron’s feature film.  Noxon later became Executive Producer of the National Geographic Specials and head of Geographic’s West Coast production facility.  Productions he supervised there have included “Wolves Of The Sea” and “The Dragons Of Galapagos” both winners of the prestigious Golden Panda at the Wildscreen Film Festival, Heroes Of The High Frontier, awarded the Emmy for best informational or cultural special of 1999-2000 and “Adventures in Time”, the two hour National Geographic Millennium Special which achieved record ratings and critical acclaim on NBC.

# # #
