OVERVIEW OF DEATHS AND CASUALTIES 

IN U.S. COMBAT
“Let us strive on to finish the work we are in: to bind up the nation’s wounds; 
to care for him who shall have borne the battle, and for his widow, and his orphan…”
-  Abraham Lincoln, Second Inaugural Address, 1865

Compared to prior conflicts in which the United States has fought, the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan have been markedly different in the ratio of deaths to casualties.  A recent Harvard study estimates that since the Global War on Terror began, 16 U.S. soldiers have been wounded per fatality: a lower mortality rate than ever before, but a casualty rate that far exceeds that of previous wars.  These changes are due in great part to some remarkable developments in technology and the speed with which soldiers are treated on the battlefield.  

The 2007 National Memorial Day Concert on PBS will feature a special segment honoring these wounded and disabled soldiers – and show the courage and pain with which they return to civilian life and the enormous sacrifice and strain placed on their  families and loved ones.  The critically acclaimed concert will be broadcast live from the West Lawn of the U.S. Capitol and overseas via the American Forces Radio and Television network on Sunday, May 27, 2007 from 8:00 to 9:30 p.m. ET (check local listings).  Following are statistics comparing the mortality and casualty rates of the main theaters of war the U.S. has fought in.  Please note that in many cases data from prior to WWI is based on incomplete records.


     Battle Deaths     Other Deaths         Total Deaths      Wounded 





          (disease, as POWs etc.)
                   (not mortally)
Revolutionary War
       4,435

 -
                     4,435

6,188
1775-1783

War of 1812

       2,260

 -
                     2,260

4,505
1812-1815

Mexican War
       1,733
      11,550
                    13,283

4,152
1846-1848

Civil War
    140,404 (Union)
    224,097 (Union)            364,511 
         281,881
1861-1865 
    74,524 (Confederate)  58,297 (Confederate)      133,821
          -
Note: Authoritative statistics for the Confederate forces are not available.  Those listed are from the Provost Marshall General, 1863-66, and are based on incomplete returns.  Additionally, an estimated 26,000 to 31,000 died in Union prisons.

Spanish American     385     
         2,061
                       2,446

1,662
War
World War I

    53,402
         63,114

        116,516
           204,002
1917-1918
World War II               291,557
        113,842

        405,399
           671,846
1941-1946

Korean War

    33,741                2,833                     54,246           103,284
1950-1953




                       Note: Total worldwide military deaths during war.
Vietnam War
     47,424
          10,785

        58,209          153,303
1964-1973

Persian Gulf War         147  
          235

             382

467

1990-1991

Operation Enduring     194
          158

              352

1,110
Freedom

(Afghanistan War)

2001-

(Figures until 2/3/07)

Operation Iraqi 
     2,485                  606


 3,091
           23,417
Freedom

(Iraq War)

2003-

(Figures until 2/3/07)





 ____________________________
TOTALS:






    1,184,951*
      1,455,817*
*Note:  All data from prior to WWI is based on incomplete records and no Confederate wounded statistics are included.  
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Source: Department of Veterans Affairs

