
THE PRICE OF SURVIVAL: ONE SOLDIER’S STORY

This year, the National Memorial Day Concert pays special tribute to the servicemen and women who have been injured in the line of duty.  Because of medical advances, American armed forces are able to save many more lives on the battlefield, but at a tragic price.  Although body armor protects vital organs, even against very powerful explosions, many more soldiers injured in Iraq and Afghanistan are suffering serious head injuries that lead to a neurological disorder called traumatic brain injury or “TBI.”  The condition is often not diagnosed immediately and dramatically alters the long-term quality of life for these service people and their families.  This year’s program will focus on the compelling story of Army Sgt. Ted Wade who suffers from TBI due to a roadside bomb injury in Iraq three years ago.  The story of Ted and his wife Sarah, who is guiding him through a difficult rehabilitation, will be told by Academy Award nominated actor Gary Sinise at the National Memorial Day Concert broadcast live on PBS, Sunday, May 27, 2007 from 8:00 to 9:30 p.m. ET (check local listings).
Valentine’s Day 2004 was a day that would change Army Sgt. Ted Wade’s life forever.  The soldier from Chapel Hill, North Carolina was headquartered in Fallujah, Iraq after having completed a tour in Afghanistan.  While out patrolling for insurgents, his humvee was hit by an Improvised Explosive Device (“IED”).  Ted was hurled into the air, his right arm was blown off and shrapnel riddled his legs and pierced his skull.

Ted had sustained a traumatic brain injury and was in a coma.  The doctors thought that death was imminent.  When his girlfriend, Sarah, flew to his bedside at a hospital in Germany, she and Ted’s parents were told that they should begin preparing to withdraw medical care.  

Sarah kept a vigil by Ted’s bedside and was ready to give up hope when she saw a tear rolling down Ted’s cheek, signaling that he was fighting to live. 

From this point, Sarah joined Ted in his courageous fight for life and she has had to advocate for him every step of the way since.  Many times the doctors were not hopeful.  Often Sarah was the only person who could see that Ted was making progress.  The bottom of their world nearly fell out when Ted was, unexpectedly, “retired” from the Army and lost some of his pay and many of his benefits.  They were transferred to a variety of facilities, doctors and therapists.  At one point, Ted had up to 15 treatment sessions a week.  Sarah had to quit college and her job to care for him. 

In spite of an uncertain future, Ted and Sarah decided to get married.  Now, three years later, although Ted’s condition has improved, he still needs constant care.  They continue to struggle physically, financially and emotionally and, at this point, having children is out of the question.  Ted and Sarah do not give up, and yet they do not dare get their hopes up for a brighter future.  Life is a day to day struggle as they continue to face the challenges of the wounds of war.
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