NATIONAL MEMORIAL DAY CONCERT (2007)
Sunday, May 27, 2007 

8:00-9:30 p.m. ET
– Gary Sinise and Joe Mantegna Co-Host Live Concert From the U.S. Capitol With Natalie Cole, General Colin Powell, Bonnie Hunt, Charles Durning, Country Music Sensation Josh Turner, Jimmy Smits, CeCe Winans, Jane Monheit, Dianne Wiest and Maestro Erich Kunzel and the National Symphony Orchestra –
With the war in Iraq now in its fourth year and thousands of U.S. troops still stationed in Afghanistan, the brave military personnel who put their lives on the line to serve our country are a vital concern for many Americans this year. On Memorial Day weekend, PBS will unite the nation in remembrance of those who are suffering and have died when the annual top-rated NATIONAL MEMORIAL DAY CONCERT (2007), broadcast live on PBS from the West Lawn of the U.S. Capitol, airs Sunday, May 27, 2007, 8:00-9:30 p.m. ET before an expected on-site audience of more than 300,000. It can also be seen overseas on American Forces Radio and Television Network by U.S. military personnel in more than 175 countries and aboard more than 200 U.S., Navy ships at sea. 
While the NATIONAL MEMORIAL DAY CONCERT (2007) commemorates all Americans who have served or made the ultimate sacrifice for our country, this year’s event will focus on the servicemen and women who have been injured in the line of duty and will examine the history of the hallowed burial ground of Arlington National Cemetery. Acclaimed actors Gary Sinise (“CSI: New York”) and Tony Award-winner Joe Mantegna will reunite for a second time to co-host this moving and reverential tribute to America’s heroes. Both Sinise and Mantegna have dedicated themselves to veterans’ causes and supporting our active service troops. General Colin Powell will lead a timely examination of the impact of the Iraq war on wounded soldiers and their families, especially as they contend with long-term disabilities and vastly changed expectations for the future. The program will also reflect on Arlington National Cemetery, one of the country’s most important shrines, whose history dates from the Civil War. The program will place special emphasis on Section 60, which now serves as the final resting place for those who served in Iraq and Afghanistan.
Once again the NATIONAL MEMORIAL DAY CONCERT will feature uplifting musical performances, documentary footage and dramatic readings and will include an all-star line-up of dignitaries, actors and musical artists, including General Colin L. Powell, USA (Ret.) who will ask the nation to lend their support to the long-term wounded and their families; eight-time Grammy award-winning singer and songwriter Natalie Cole; acclaimed actress Bonnie Hunt; Academy award-winning actress Dianne Wiest; country music sensation Josh Turner; Emmy and Golden Globe award-winning actor Jimmy Smits; five-time Grammy award-winner CeCe Winans; acclaimed jazz singer Jane Monheit; and distinguished actor Charles Durning, a decorated U.S. Army veteran of World War II, in performance with the National Symphony Orchestra under the direction of maestro Erich Kunzel. As well, the U.S. Joint Chiefs of Staff will play a special role in the concert along with the Choral Arts Society, the U.S. Army Herald Trumpets, the U.S. Air Force Singing Sergeants, the U.S. Army Chorale, the U.S. Navy Sea Chanters, an Armed Forces Color Guard and color guard teams from each branch of the armed services provided by the Military District of Washington.
“So many American service personnel and their families have given so much for this country, and their pain is palpable,” said concert executive producer Jerry Colbert. “Our goal is to show our concern for those soldiers by honoring their sacrifice and reminding them that America still deeply cares about them.” 
Co-hosts Mantegna and Sinise each have a personal connection to the troops and veterans; both have several relatives and friends who served in Vietnam and World War II. In recent years, Mantegna was named chairperson for the National Salute to Hospitalized Veterans by the Department of Veterans Affairs, while Sinise is a regular on the USO tour circuit, performing for the troops with his Lt. Dan Band. Over the past three years, Sinise has traveled to Iraq twice and Afghanistan in support of the troops, returning to Iraw for a third time this May. He has also started the “Operation Iraqi Children” project, which collects supplies for that country’s children. He also serves as spokesperson for the Disabled Veterans Life Memorial Foundation, which is building a memorial for America’s three million living disabled military veterans.
Last year’s NATIONAL MEMORIAL DAY CONCERT was honored with a distinguished Writer’s Guild Award, a testament to the program’s impact on viewers and the caliber of its production team. In 2007, Colbert has once again assembled an award-winning production team that features the top Hollywood talent behind some of television’s most prestigious entertainment awards shows. 
For more than 25 years, Capital Concerts has produced the two major patriotic events at the U.S. Capitol. In 1981, Colbert presented the first PBS Fourth of July concert with the National Symphony Orchestra and guest artists performing live from the West Lawn of the U.S. Capitol. In 1990, he introduced the National Memorial Day concert. Since then, both holiday specials have ranked among the highest-rated performance programs on PBS. 
Underwriters: The Boeing Company, Disabled American Veterans, Golden Corral Restaurants, National Park Service, Department of the Army, National Endowment for the Arts, Public Television Viewers, PBS and Corporation for Public Broadcasting. Co-producers: Jerry Colbert of Capital Concerts and WETA, Washington, DC. Executive producer: Jerry Colbert. Producer: Walter Miller. Director: Paul Miller. Writer: Nicholas Noxon. Format: CC Stereo. Online: pbs.org
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■ A companion Web site at pbs.org/memorialdayconcert will feature a comprehensive viewer’s guide to the 2007 concert and a special remembrance area where veterans and their families can send eulogies for their loved ones and friends to be delivered to the national memorials in Washington, DC.

