BATTLE BUDDIES FROM AFGHANISTAN

Although the number of U.S. troops stationed in Afghanistan is smaller than those in Iraq, the casualties out of Afghanistan are proportionally higher than those incurred in Iraq and Afghanistan has become one of the deadliest battlefields in the world.

This year’s National Memorial Day Concert shares a poignant story of a bond formed between two U.S. soldiers in Afghanistan and their wives and how that friendship sustained them through unimaginable tragedy.  The story of Sgt John Faulkenberry and his wife, Sarah and PFC Chris Pfieffer and his wife, Karen, will be told by acclaimed actors Gary Sinise, Denis Leary, Gail O’Grady, and Caitlin Wachs. The National Memorial Day Concert will broadcast live on PBS, Sunday, May 25, 2008 from 8:00 to 9:30 p.m. ET (check local listings).
In May 2007, the 173rd Airborne Brigade Combat Team arrived in northeastern Afghanistan to provide humanitarian assistance to local villagers and to engage enemy slipping in from Pakistan.

After about three months, Sgt. John Faulkenberry, who had already served two tours in Iraq, got a call that two of the platoons were being pounded by the enemy with AK47’s, RPGs and machine guns and mortar was flying in every direction.  They rushed to the scene and began loading injured soldiers to Medivac.  When Sgt. Faulkenberry tried to rescue the commander as well as equipment and maps, he took a severe machine gun hit to the leg, shattering his femur and severing his sciatic nerve.

PFC Chris Pfieffer came to Sgt Faulkenberry’s aid and brought him a stretcher to help carry him out of harm’s way.  The two buddies had known each other since early training days in Germany and although Chris Pfieffer was only 20 years old, John Faulkenberry was impressed by his willingness to pitch in and always do his part to help others.

John Faulkenberry was taken to the ICU Unit at Walter Reed where his wife Sarah kept vigil by his side when they got a call from Pfieffer’s wife Karen, who was more than seven months pregnant.  Karen told them that Chris had been critically wounded by sniper fire that had struck his kidney, liver and spinal chord.

Although John was in need, Chris’ situation was dire and Sarah flew to the army hospital to provide moral support to Karen.  Fluid in his lungs and a raging infection finally took Chris’s life.  

The friendship between John and Sarah and Karen remains strong, forever cemented by the acts of heroism between two buddies on the battlefields of Afghanistan.   
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