NATIONAL WAR MEMORIALS

“Our debt to the heroic men and valiant women in the service of our country can never be repaid.  They have earned our undying gratitude.  America will never forget their sacrifices.”  -President Harry S Truman

So reads the inscription on one of the western corners of the World War II Memorial in Washington, D.C.  This year’s National Memorial Day Concert will pay a special tribute to the three War Memorials dedicated on the National Mall, while honoring the men and women who help keep alive the  memory of those who served and those who sacrificed their lives.  The  tribute will feature stunning footage of the memorials and the veterans and civilians who visit them each year and will be narrated by concert co-host Gary Sinise.  This will be followed by a special salute to veterans, especially those who served in Vietnam, by General Colin  L. Powell, USA (Ret).  The National Memorial Day Concert will be broadcast live on PBS, Sunday, May 25, 2008 from 8:00 to 9:30 p.m. ET (check local listings).
World War II Veterans Memorial

The newest national memorial honors America’s oldest living veterans.  Each gold star on the memorial represents a thousand fallen soldiers, collectively reflecting the 448,000 soldiers who died during World War II.  But, equally important is the way in which the memorial honors those who are still alive and the immense contribution they made to their country.  Thousands of veterans embark on a pilgrimage to Washington, D.C. each year on a very private mission of pride, patriotism and grieving for their buddies who did not make it back.

Korean War Veteran’s Memorial

The dramatic construction of this memorial captures the price of war in a very personal way.  Although the Korean War took place only five years after the enormous sacrifices of World War II, 100,000 soldiers were wounded or disabled in Korea while another 37,000 gave their lives in this three-year conflict.  From the life-like sculpture of a platoon stoically struggling in an unforgiving land to the faces etched on the granite wall, this memorial ensures that the one and a half million veterans of this war will never be forgotten.  

Vietnam Veterans Memorial

The Vietnam Veteran’s Memorial or, as many call it, “the Wall,” pays a powerful tribute to the three million men and woman who served in Vietnam, the longest war in U.S. history.  Hundreds of thousands of soldiers were wounded or disabled and more than 58,000 died there.   In the last 25 years since the memorial was constructed, more than 100,00 letters and other mementos have been left at the Wall as visitors share in the spirit of those who died.  As one vet said, “the living and the dead can meet here.”
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