
NATIONAL MEMORIAL DAY CONCERT (2008)
Airdate:



Sunday, May 25, 2008 
Time:



8:00-9:30 p.m. ET
Description: 

On Memorial Day weekend, PBS will unite the nation in honor of all of America’s men and women in uniform for their service and sacrifice with its annual top-rated presentation of the NATIONAL MEMORIAL DAY CONCERT.  This year, the event will pay special tribute to the veterans of World War II, Korea and Vietnam and the sacred war memorials built in their honor in Washington, D.C.  Actor and highly decorated World War II veteran Charles Durning, a long-time participant in the NATIONAL MEMORIAL DAY CONCERT, will also be recognized for his bravery and sacrifice as part of the “greatest generation” who stepped forward in a time of need.  And, the valor of our newest veterans will be honored as we examine the bonds that buddies form on the battlefields of Iraq. 
 The television event is broadcast live from the West Lawn of the U.S. Capitol in Washington, D.C. before an on-site audience of hundreds of thousands and is viewed by millions more at home.  It can also be seen overseas by U.S. military personnel in more than 175 countries and aboard more than 200 U.S. Navy ships at sea on American Forces Radio and Television Network.  

Hosts:

Gary Sinise (“CSI NY”) and Joe Mantegna (“Criminal Minds” )

Talent: 

Colin L. Powell, USA (Ret.), Charles Durning and Maestro Erich Kunzel and the National Symphony Orchestra (more talent to be announced.)
Co-producers:

Capital Concerts and WETA, Washington, DC

Exec. Producer: 

Jerry Colbert  

Producer:  


Walter C. Miller 
Director: 


Paul Miller

Writer: 



Joan Meyerson  
Program Web Site:
www.pbs.org/memorialdayconcert
Format: 


CC Stereo 

Funders: 
The Boeing Company, Disabled American Veterans and Golden Corral Restaurants, the National Park Service, the Corporation for Public Broadcasting, the Department of the Army, PBS and public television stations nationwide.  Air travel is provided by American Airlines.


Contacts: 


Kristina Hallman
Capital Concerts

Tel: 202 537-5199
E-mail: khallman@starpower.net
Karen Baratz

Baratz Communications

Tel: 240 497-1811

Fax: 240 497-1801

E-mail: karen@baratzpr.com
Carol Marshall

Carol Marshall Public Relations, Inc.

Tel: 818 760-6450

Fax: 818 760-6481

E-mail: carol@cmarshallpr.com

