
NATIONAL MEMORIAL DAY CONCERT (2009)
Airdate:



Sunday, May 24, 2009 
Time:



8:00-9:30 p.m. ET plus encore 9:30-11:00 p.m. ET
Description: 

On Memorial Day weekend, PBS will unite our nation with an evening that has become an American tradition.  The multi award-winning National Memorial Day Concert honors the service and sacrifice of our men and women in uniform, their families at home and all those who have given their lives for our country.  The 2009 event will focus on three main themes: 

· the broadcast commemorates 20 years on air as the nation’s memorial service, offering viewers a look back at some of the most powerful moments from the past two decades; 

· as part of the nationwide Lincoln Bicentennial celebration, the concert pays tribute to Abraham Lincoln’s legacy; and

· will also honor the sacrifices, suffering and love of the thousands of family members caring for our severely wounded veterans from Iraq and Afghanistan.  

The top-rated show will be broadcast live from the West Lawn of the U.S. Capitol, before a concert audience of hundreds of thousands, millions more at home, as well as to our troops serving around the world on the American Forces Radio and Television Network.  

Hosts:

Gary Sinise (“CSI NY”) and Joe Mantegna (“Criminal Minds”)
Talent: 
Colin L. Powell, USA (Ret.), Dianne Wiest, Katharine McPhee, Colm Wilkinson, Denyce Graves, Lang Lang, Robert McDuffie and Maestro Erich Kunzel and the National Symphony Orchestra (more talent to be announced.)
Co-producers:

Capital Concerts and WETA, Washington, DC

Exec. Producer: 

Jerry Colbert  

Producer:  


Walter C. Miller 
Director: 


Paul Miller

Writer: 



Joan Meyerson  
Program Web Site:
www.pbs.org/memorialdayconcert
Format: 


CC Stereo 

Funders: 
Disabled American Veterans and Golden Corral Restaurants, the National Park Service, the Corporation for Public Broadcasting, the Department of the Army, the National 
Endowment for the Arts, PBS and public television stations nationwide.  Air travel is provided by American Airlines.


Contacts: 


Kristina Hallman
Capital Concerts

Tel: 202 537-5199
E-mail: khallman@starpower.net
Karen Baratz

Baratz Communications

Tel: 240 497-1811

Fax: 240 497-1801

E-mail: karen@baratzpr.com
Carol Marshall

Carol Marshall Public Relations, Inc.

Tel: 818 760-6450

Fax: 818 760-6481

E-mail: carol@cmarshallpr.com

