RESOURCES FOR SUPPORTING VETERANS, 
THE TROOPS AND THEIR FAMILIES

Past wars and the current conflicts in Iraq and Afghanistan have impacted countless Americans in many different days.  Many military families need help with relocation, medical care and benefits, among other issues.  Even Americans who have not been directly impacted by the war want to do something to support veterans, the troops, and their families but sometimes don’t know where to start.  The following is a list of web resources for those who are looking for ways to honor our veterans, online services for military families, and organizations that can help Americans reach out and show their support for the troops. 

The National Memorial Day Concert, the nation’s premier memorial event, will be broadcast live on PBS from the West Lawn of the U.S. Capitol on Sunday, May 25, 2008 from 8:00 to 9:30 p.m. ET (check local listings).  

Viewers of the National Memorial Day Concert can also go to the program‘s website: http://www.pbs.org/memorialdayconcert/ to write a eulogy, a remembrance or a prayer in honor of loved ones and those who have fallen in America’s conflicts.  The concert’s producers will hand-carry eulogies and remembrances directly to the appropriate memorial site — the World War II Memorial, the Korean War Memorial, the Vietnam War Memorial or Arlington National Cemetery, for the fallen buried there and for those who have fallen in the conflicts in Iraq and Afghanistan.  There, Reverend Steve Hyde, PhD, and other members of the clergy will offer prayerful words for loved ones.

Other websites and resources:

Dozens of organizations that have been started by average American citizens who want to do something to support the troops are listed at: (www.americasupportsyou.mil)

The Wounded Warrior Project: (www.woundedwarriorproject.org) 

The Disabled American Veterans: (www.dav.org) 

Injured Marines Semper Fi Fund: (www.semperfifund.org)

American Red Cross   (http://www.redcross.org/)

The Fisher House: (www.fisherhouse.org)

Department of Veterans Affairs: (http://www1.va.gov/volunteer/)

Yellow Ribbon Fund: (http://www.yellowribbonfund.com/)
(Specific to soldiers at Walter Reed and Bethesda Naval)

Soldier's Angels: (http://soldiersangels.org/)

Operation Second Chance: (http://www.operationsecondchance.org/About.htm)
(Specific to soldiers at Walter Reed)

Operation Hero Miles: (http://www.heromiles.org/)

National World War II Memorial: (http://www.wwiimemorial.com/)

Korean War Veterans Association:  (www.kwva.org/)

Korean War Veterans Memorial:  (http://www.nps.gov/kwvm/home.htm)

Vietnam Veterans Memorial Wall: (www.thewall-usa.com)

Vietnam Veterans of America:  (http://www.vva.org/)

National Gulf War Resource Center, Inc.:  (www.ngwrc.org)

Arlington Cemetery: www.arlingtoncemetery.org
Gold Star Mothers of America:  (www.goldstarmoms.com)

Gold Star Wives of America: (www.goldstarwives.org)
TAPS (Tragedy Assistance Program for Survivors, Inc.): (http://www.taps.org/action/) 

Hire Vets First – Employer Zone & REALLifelines:  (http://www.hirevetsfirst.gov/)
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